
LABOUR - DEFENDING 
YOUR RIGHT TO SEE A GP

Under the Tory led government it’s got 
harder to see a GP. More people are having 
to wait over 48 hours for an appointment, 
and over a quarter of the public say they 
can’t get an appointment in the same week. 

That’s awful for families who depend on their 
local GP service, and it’s also putting huge 
strain on our A&Es which are also now in crisis. 
We can solve this by putting in place some clear 
standards. 

This will help millions get quicker access to the 
help they need and help relieve the pressures 
on A&E too. We will do this by putting in place 
a clear standard for access to GPs – something 
that is going backwards under this Government. 

 

By making savings in the bureaucracy being 
created by the Tories’ introduction of wholesale 
competition law into the NHS, we will be able 
to re-prioritise £100 million out of competition 
bureaucracy into making sure you can see your 
GP.

Over the longer term, ensuring better access 
to primary and community care can lead to 
dramatic savings by reducing the need for more 
expensive hospital care.

So this GP access guarantee is not only about 
improving healthcare but is also a key part of 
our plan to help the NHS survive the future 
pressures it faces.

Labour will:

 � Guarantee a GP appointment 
within 48 hours. 

 � And on top of that, for those patients 
who need it, maybe because they are 
elderly or worried about their children or 
have an urgent problem, we want to see 
them get a same-day appointment with 
their surgery. That could be as simple as 
a phone call with your Doctor or Nurse.

 � We will also give people the right to 
book more than 48 hours ahead with 
the GP of their choice. This is important 
for those for whom the priority is not 
speed but the ability to plan ahead and 
the ability to see the same doctor. 

YOU CANNOT TRUST THE 
TORIES WITH THE NHS
Under the Tories it is getting harder to 
get a GP appointment. 60 per cent of 
people now can’t see their GP within 
 two days.

David Cameron’s Record:

 ✘ Thousands of nurses and 
frontline staff lost

 ✘ It’s getting harder to see your GP, 
He scrapped Labour’s guarantee 
of a GP appointment in 48 hours; 
the Tory-led Government said 
this was “no longer a priority” 

 ✘ He cut funding for Labour’s GP 
extended opening hours scheme, 
and as a result 854 fewer practices 
are open at evening and weekends. 

 ✘ Experts are warning that A&Es 
are critically understaffed

 ✘ £3 billion wasted on a top-down 
reorganisation that nobody 
wanted and David Cameron 
promised wouldn’t happen.

‘POLITICS NEEDS 
TO CHANGE’ SAYS 
LABOUR CANDIDATE
“I spend day after day out talking to local 
people and I understand their frustration with 
politics and politicians. People want politicians 
to look, sound and act more like them. And I 
agree!” said Labour’s Parliamentary candidate 
Jamie McMahon.

“I work for a disabled children’s charity. I fight 
to ensure the NHS and local Councils provide 
the best support possible for the children I 
represent.”

I was born and raised on a Council estate, our 
family struggling to make ends meet. Even 
now living with my partner Elin, she and I face 
challenges building a home together, buying 
our house and both working hard.” 

I’m going into politics to change politics, 
not to keep it the same. I want to be a 
hardworking local MP who stands up for you 
and brings my experience to the table. North 
West Leicestershire deserves an MP who has 
both the work experience and life experience 
to represent you in Westminster and I believe 
I am that person.”

GET IN TOUCH
North West Leicestershire Labour and parliamentary candidate 
Jamie McMahon are always listening to local people. Please get 
in touch with Jamie, your local Councillors or local Labour team 
using any of the details below.

 01530 277825

 jamie@labournwl.org.uk

 Labour NWL, FREEPOST RSJS-XKYB-TELG, Unit A5,    
 Springboard Centre, Mantle Lane, Coalville, LE67 3DW.

  www.labournwl.org.uk

              @labournwl / @jamiesmcmahon

Labour parliamentary candidate Jamie McMahon said:
I speak to people in all four corners of the constituency who are frustrated with the time 
it takes to see their local GP. David Cameron said guarantees to see your GP quickly ‘were 
not a priority’ but I think he’s wrong. It’s something local people talk to me about all the 
time and something Labour will act on.

Working for a disabled children’s charity I know how important the NHS is to Britain.  
Protecting the NHS is a top priority and your right to see a GP quickly has to be top of the 
priority list.  A Labour Government will protect the NHS and as your local MP I’ll use my 
charity experience to champion the best NHS services locally.

THANK YOU!
Thousands of local people responded to Labour candidate Jamie  
McMahon’s ‘Let’s talk about North West Leicestershire’ survey and we 
wanted to say Thank You.

Jamie said:

 “I’m grateful to all those people who took the time to return my let-
ter, the response was fantastic. I’m committed to listening and taking  
action on the thoughts and concerns of local people.”

“If there is anything we can do or any local issues you want me or your 
local Labour team to act on please don’t hesitate to get in touch.” 

Jamie with his partner Elin in Osgathorpe for 
their annual dog day

Jamie discusses Labour’s GP guarantee with a resident of Ashby



LABOUR’S PLAN TO TACKLE  
COST OF LIVING CRISIS
Families are £1,600 a year worse off under David Cameron and this Tory-led Government. 

Labour will tackle Britain’s cost of living crisis. 

ON CHILDCARE . . . 
The cost of childcare for families has spiralled, 

up 30% since 2010. Labour recognises the 

pressure childcare is putting on family 

budgets. It’s a barrier to both parents getting 

back to work. Labour’s plans would help 

135,000 mums back to work or work more 

hours, along with the rest of the family..

Labour will . . . 
 � Increase the free childcare allowance for 

working families for three and four year 

olds from 15 to 25 hours, benefiting nearly 

half a million children and their families.

 � Give a legal guarantee to parents with primary-aged children that they can access before 

and after-school childcare through their school.

ON ENERGY . . . 
Gas and electricity prices for the average family 

are up over £300 a year. When Ed Miliband said 

the energy market wasn’t working for ordinary 

people and businesses he was told nothing 

could be done, now everyone agrees action is 

needed.

Labour will. . . 
 � Freeze gas and electricity prices for 20 

months while we fix a broken market, 

saving the average household £120 and 

typical small business £5,000.

 � Increase competition by forcing energy companies to separate the parts of their business 

that generate energy and the parts that sell energy to customers.

 � Make companies simplify their tariff structures. 

 � Abolish Ofgem, the failed regulator which has done too little to stand up for consumers, 

and replace it with a tough new energy watchdog. 

ON WAGES . . . 
Too many people work hard but still don’t earn 

enough to pay the bills. Many will be worse off 

in 2015 than they were in 2010, with real wages 

down 5.6% over the course of the last four 

years. Labour introduced the minimum wage 

to end the worse of exploitation but we need 

to go further. 

Labour will . . . 
 � Give tax breaks to businesses that sign up 

to pay the Living Wage - £7.65 per hour.

 � Set the Low Pay Commission ambitious 

targets to raise the minimum wage faster than wages to close the gap with the Living 

Wage.

 � Strengthen enforcement of the minimum wage to end exploitation of workers and 

particularly the use of immigrant labour to undercut British workers.

 � Close EU loopholes in agency workers rules that’ll end the unfair undercutting of wages.

ON RENTS . . .
The number of households renting in North 

West Leicestershire has doubled in the last 10 

years, going up faster than the national average. 

Renters are now paying on average £1,020 a year 

more than in 2010. 

Rising rents and insecure tenancies are causing 

growing problems for local people and Labour 

will take action.

Labour will . . . 
 � Ban unfair letting fees, saving tenants on 

average £350.

 � Make three year tenancy agreements standard to give families more security.

 � Scrap the Bedroom Tax. Two thirds of people paying the bedroom tax are disabled and 

over 60,000 households have carers.

ON JOBS & RIGHTS AT WORK . . .
After years of a ‘no growth’ economy under 

the Tories, Labour is delighted that at long last 

growth has returned and unemployment is 

finally falling. 

But the number of people unemployed for over 

a year has almost doubled since 2010, and the 

number of people unemployed for over two 

years in North West Leicestershire continues to 

rise. 

We also see 1.4 million people working fewer 

hours than they would like and the chronic 

problem of insecurity for those people stuck on 

zero-hours contracts.

Labour will . . . 
 � Introduce a Compulsory Jobs Guarantee promising a job, on at least the minimum wage, 

for everyone unemployed for more than two years or young people unemployed for more 

than one year – but people have to take it or lose benefits. ’Labour will help people into 

work, but Labour believes people need to work.

 � Ban the use of zero-hours contracts where employees are in practice working regular 

hours, unless workers specifically request it.

 � Stop employers from being able to require zero-hours workers to work exclusively for 

them.

 � Ban recruitment agencies from hiring exclusively from abroad and excluding local workers 

from their books. 

Labour parliamentary candidate Jamie McMahon said:

Britain is facing a cost of living crisis. Wages are  

stagnant, prices are rising. People need to know they 

have a government on their side tackling the squeeze 

on living standards.

Printed by Yorkshire Web Newspaper Printers, 47 Church Street, Barnsley, S70 2AS.  

Promoted by and on behalf of North West Leicestershire Labour, 

Unit A5, Springboard Centre, Mantle Lane, LE67 3DW. 



CRISIS IN LOCAL PLANNING 
HOUSE BUILDING THAT WORKS

House building isn’t 
working for people locally. 
The Tories in Government 
have watered down 
planning regulations and 
the Tory run council’s 
failure to deliver a Council 
Core Strategy has created 
a developer led free-for-
all. 

We all know we need new 
homes, but house building 
nationally is at its lowest level 
since the 1920s. 

Houses are now getting 
approval for areas that 
were never envisaged 
just a few years ago, often 

with no improvements to 
infrastructure. 

In North West Leicestershire, 
Whether it’s the Bath Grounds 
development in Ashby, the 
Tory run County Council’s plans 
to build over Snibston Museum 
or large scale developments 
in Castle Donington, Ibstock 
and Kegworth we know how 
concerned local people are. 

North West Leicestershire 
Labour will make tackling 
the issue of planning and 
house building a top priority. 
A Labour run Council after 
2015 and Labour MP will 
work tirelessly to improve the 
system. 

Leader of the Labour Group 
at North West Leicestershire 
District Council, Councillor 
Tom Neilson, said: “Planning 
locally is a mess. The Tories 
nationally opened the flood 
gates but the Tories locally 
have failed to deliver any of the 
plans or protections we need. 
It’s a developer led free-for-
all that isn’t working for local 
people. 

That’s why North West 
Leicestershire Labour has a 
plan and will make this a top 
priority if we are in control 
after the elections in 2015.”

LISTENING TO YOUR CONCERNS 
ABOUT IMMIGRATION
Over centuries, people have come here from abroad to set up businesses, work in our NHS, 
fight in our armed forces and contribute to Britain. But there are problems arising from 
immigration.

The last Labour government got some of these wrong - including not putting proper 
controls on Eastern European migration. People’s concerns were not listened to.

“I was one of the large number of people saying Labour must listen to people’s concerns.  
It’s too important.  The level of migration – particularly low skilled migration – was too 
high.” said Jamie McMahon, Labour’s Parliamentary Candidate.  

“I was one of a large number of people that said Labour’s policy must change.  It has and 
Labour’s plan sets out practical policies to control immigration, address the impact on jobs, 
wages and communities and make the system fairer for all.” continued Jamie.

Labour is the only major political party putting forward practical solutions to stop 
exploitation in the labour market.

 � All too often local people suffer because wages are undercut and conditions reduced.  
We will introduce tough new laws to stop agencies and employers exploiting cheap 
migrant labour to undercut wages and jobs – making exploitation a crime and 
stopping agencies who recruit only foreign workers.

 � We want to give young people a fair chance.  We will require large firms seeking to 
recruit migrants from outside of Europe to also offer an apprenticeship in the UK.

 � We want cohesive communities.  We will make sure people who come to this country 
are given the opportunity to learn English.

 � We want everybody to make a fair contribution to Britain.  We will bring in fairer rules 
to make clear people are contributing – so new arrivals don’t claim benefits and so it 
is easier to deport those who commit crimes.

The Tory and Liberal Democrat’s approach simply isn’t working. Their target net migration 
is going up not down. And there are still serious problems with employers who exploit 
migrant labour to undercut local wages and jobs – something UKIP would make worse by 
axing employment rights.

“Talking to many people in North West Leicestershire, I know that the rapid increase in 
migrant labour is a real concern for many.  I am also concerned about the problems it can 
cause.  Labour’s plan will tackle those problems.  Labour is the only party that is willing to 
tackle the real problems.” said Jamie.

Glenis Willmott   

 

Labour Member of the 
European Parliament for 
the East Midlands   
 

Labour Leader in the  
European Parliament  
 

Harold Wilson House 
23 Barratt Lane 
Attenborough 
Nottingham NG9 6AD 
 
0115 922 9717 
office@gleniswillmot.org.uk 
www.gleniswillmott.eu 
 

Whatever you think about the European Union, 
important decisions are made there and we need 
active MEPs who are on your side. 
 
With her Labour colleagues, Glenis works in Europe . .  
 

. .  for workers; with safer & healthier 
workplaces, limits on working time, rights for part 
time & agency workers, guaranteed holidays and 
stronger parental rights. 
 
. . for consumers; with clearer food labelling, 

protection from rogue traders, cheaper, safer cars, 
and a better deal for the disabled. 

. . for the environment; by taking action on 
climate change, more recycling, a ban on asbestos, the 
protection of wildlife habitats, and improving air and 
water quality. 
 
. . . For animal welfare; with a ban on animal 

testing for cosmetics, shorter journey times for 
livestock, and a ban on cat and dog fur imports. 
 
. . .  for people travelling abroad; with 

compensation for airline passengers, cheaper roaming 
charges  for mobiles, health cards valid across the EU. 

 

 

NORTH WEST LEICESTERSHIRE LABOUR’S PLAN FOR PLANNING
Five things a Labour-run  
Council will do:

 � Implement a Core Strategy 
that works for local 
people, controlling where 
houses can be built.

 � Engage with communities 
early over major 
planning applications. 

 � Concentrate on building 

on brownfield land first.

 � Ensure planning 
is centred around 
protecting our 
town centres.

 � Enforce affordable 
housing obligations 
all across the district.

Five things a Labour Government & MP will do:
 � Putting the preference 

in favour of brown 
field development, 
rather than green field, 
back into planning 
policy – the Tory led 
Government took it away.

 � Level the playing field 
on what’s ‘viable’ in a 
development – giving 

the Council more powers 
to ensure affordable 
housing and money for 
infrastructure comes 
from developers.

 � Give Councils the 
powers to fine and 
ultimately take the land 
off developers who get 
planning permission and 

don’t then build – North 
West Leicestershire 
has over 5,000 houses 
planned that developers 
aren’t building.

 � Jamie will lobby to give 
the Council more powers 
to buy disused and 
derelict sites and access 
to funding to get them 

developed – like the Pick 
and Shovel in Coalville.

 � Jamie will lobby to give 
Councils more powers to 
ensure developers keep 
local residents’ concerns 
in mind when building. 
The impact building sites 
have on local people 
must be a top priority.

Jamie discusses the crisis in local planning policies with Tom Neilson, Leader of the Labour Group



Local Libraries
The Tory run County Council is proposing to 
cut support for libraries in Measham , Castle 
Donington, Kegworth and Ibstock. That 
puts 2/3rds of North West Leicestershire’s 
libraries at risk. Councillor Sean Sheahan, 
Labour County Councillor for Measham said: 
“Libraries are vital for local people. I worked 
hard to get the new library built and I’m not 
going to let the Tories at County Hall cut 
support without a fight.” 

LABOUR NWL

STANDING UP FOR YOU RIGHT ACROSS 
NORTH WEST LEICESTERSHIRE

LET’S TALK ABOUT NORTH WEST LEICESTERSHIRE ...
We want to hear your views. Do you have any issues or concerns you would like your local Labour team to know about?
What is the biggest issue in your local area?

If there was a General Election tomorrow  
how would you vote?

 � Labour

 � Tory

 � Lib Dem

 � UKIP

 � Don’t know

 � Other

 � Won’t vote

How did you vote at the last General Election? 

 � Labour

 � Tory

 � Lib Dem

 � UKIP

 � Can’t remember

 � Other

 � Didn’t vote

Name 

Address

Home telephone

Mobile

E-mail

I would like to join or help the Labour Party

I would like to vote by post

 
Return the survey free to: 

LabourNWL 
Freepost RSJS-XKYB-TELG, Unit A5, Springboard 
Centre, Mantle Lane, Coalville, LE67 3DW.

Bedroom Tax
Labour Councillor Nick Clarke has led North 
West Leicestershire Labour’s opposition to the 
Bedroom Tax, which is unfairly hitting 400,000 
disabled people nationally. Labour pressure has 
led to refunds to some who were incorrectly 
charged the tax. A Labour Government will 
abolish the Bedroom Tax. 

Roxhill rail freight  
development
Local people are concerned about the impact 
of Roxhill building a Strategic Rail Freight 
Interchange between Castle Donington and 
Kegworth. Thousands of jobs are promised 
but it is important local people are listened 
to and get answers to their questions. 
Jamie has met with local people to discuss 
the plans and make sure their voices are 
heard, not just on Roxhill but also changes 
to Junction 24, airport expansion, HS2 and 
thousands of new houses.

Reopening the National 
Forest rail line
Reopening the National Forest Line from 
Leicester to Burton, via Coalville and Ashby, 
would have a massive impact for local people. 
Jamie welcomed a report designating the 
line a national top 35 priority for reopening.  
He has held meetings with key decision 
makers in every Council and County along 
the line and will continue to campaign for 
the line to be reopened.

Ravenstone housing
Jamie and Labour County Councillor Terri 
Eynon supported residents in Ravenstone 
over unwanted housing. After a strong 
campaign, the developer eventually won, 
showing why we so desperately need to 
strengthen our planning regime.

Snibston Museum
We need to be ambitious for the future of 
Coalville, working to improve the town. 
That can’t be done if the Tories close one of 
Coalville’s best attractions. Jamie and local 
Labour Councillors have been working with 
the Friends of Snibston to save the Museum.  
We won’t give up until the site is protected.

Labour parliamentary candidate Jamie McMahon 
said:

Labour locally is listening and cares 
about local issues. Right across North 
West Leicestershire I and our local 
Labour team have been campaigning on 
local issues and that’ll never stop. We 
are determined to fight for North West 
Leicestershire and ensure we get the 
best deal for local people. 
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Ashby Hospital
Jamie McMahon led calls for a ‘third way’ on 
the future of Ashby Hospital.  He pressed 
NHS managers for assurances about the 
future of outpatient services and further 
proof that more care at home has better 
results for patients. Good progress has been 
made but the campaign continues for Jamie 
and local residents.


