





A GREAT CITYTO

GROW OLD IN

We want Birmingham to be a great city to grow old in,
a city where everyone has the opportunity to live an
independent, quality life and enjoy good health and
wellbeing.

However, the Tory government is failing to address a
growing Adult Social Care crisis in this country, with the
Local Government Association predicting a £2.6 billion
shortfall by 2019/20.

It is clear that we cannot narrow the city's health
inequalities while working in isolation, so we will
continue to collaborate with partners in the NHS and
within communities.

We will also continue to work with our MPs, other
councils and NHS partners to highlight this crisis and
lobby government to produce a credible funding plan.

To ensure all of our citizens lead active, engaged and
healthier lives, we will:

* Work with partners and communities to combat
loneliness and isolation across Birmingham, building
on the developing work with Ageing Better in
Birmingham and others.

* Improve the way we work with and support our
carers, recognising the tremendous contribution they
make to the city.

« Improve our mental wellbeing offer through access
to local wellbeing opportunities; the skills fund
training grant to lead to sustainable employment
opportunities.

* Prevent, reduce and delay dependency by maximising
the resilience and independence of citizens, their
families and the community.

* Ensure our information provision and access is
improved and streamlined so people can readily
find information easily to help and support them in
remaining independent.

* Ensure that in particular our citizens at risk of poor
health are targeted for intervention and support to
remain healthy, fit and active.
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* Improve the universal offer for all our citizens with
more active use of our parks and open spaces.

* Provide people with an infrastructure that supports
direct payments and individual budgets with a menu
of services they can access and purchase within their
own communities and local areas.

Supporting WASPI women

We will continue to support the 37,000 WASPI
(Women Against State Pension Inequality) women in
Birmingham by lobbying the Government to make
fair transitional state pension arrangements for all
women across the city born on or after 6th April 1951,
who have unfairly borne the burden of the increase
to the State Pension Age with a lack of appropriate
notification.



WE WILL BE THERE FOR YOU AND
YOUR FAMILY IN TIMES OF NEED

Scrapping child burial and cremation fees

It's hard to imagine how traumatic it must be for
families struggling to cope with the loss of a child to
also have to worry about crippling funeral costs, so
Labour is scrapping child burial and cremation fees for
Birmingham citizens.

We will also continue to lobby the Government to
establish a national Children’s Funeral Fund.

Non-invasive CT body scanner

We will work with the coroner to provide and resource a
non-invasive CT scanner for the people of Birmingham

to reduce the need for invasive post mortems and allow
bodies to be released to relatives as quickly as possible.
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KEEPING BIRMINGHAM

MOVING

Birmingham will have 150,000 more residents by 2031
and that means potentially 80,000 more cars on our
roads, making 200,000 more daily trips. Unless we act,
the road network will simply not be able to cope and
the resulting congestion will damage businesses and
investment.

Our emerging Design Guide and Development
Management Document will help to create a network
of routes and public spaces in our City that meet the
principles of Birmingham Connected: efficient and
equitable, healthy and sustainable; attractive and safe.
In particular, new guidance will be included around:
road space allocation; walking, cycling and public
transport provision and access; parking standards;
electric vehicle provision; car club implementation; and
delivery and service plans.

Cycling

Significant improvements to cycle infrastructure
around Birmingham have been made, particularly
through the Canal Routes, Green Routes and
Supporting Measures programme packages.

We will:

* Deliver phases 2 and 3 of the £57 million Birmingham
Cycle Revolution (BCR) programme - this includes
completing the two cycling superhighways on the A38
and A34.

« Build on the success of Big Birmingham Bikes -
Labour’s groundbreaking initiative to overcome the
cost barrier to cycling by giving away thousands of
FREE bikes.

* Build on the success of Bike Banks, our bike loan
scheme for under-15s.

* Introduce further Green Routes, providing strategic
cycle links to key employment centres.

* Produce a Cycling and Walking Strategy for the
city incorporating a Local Walking and Cycling
Infrastructure Plan.

+ Continue canal access improvements, with schemes
at Edgbaston Tunnel (towpath widening), Northbrook
Street, Bristol Road, Alexander Stadium and
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Brookvale Road, Perry Barr.

* Work with Transport for West Midlands (TfWM)
and the six other West Midlands District Councils
to develop a comprehensive cycle hire/bike share
scheme for the wider West Midlands region.

* Seek to ensure that all new residential properties
have adequate cycle storage facilities.

* Work with Birmingham'’s cycling community as
we lobby Government for funding to continue the
Birmingham Cycle Revolution.

Buses

We will work with our partners in the West Midlands
Bus Alliance to:

* Improve bus emission standards, as part of our
ongoing commitment to reducing pollution.

« Make bus travel more attractive for young people by
making them feel safe to travel.

* Make bus journeys better value.

* Tackle congestion and speed up bus journeys by
comprehensive priority measures which make public
transport a reliable choice.




* Make it easier to pay your fare, including electronically.

* Shape the bus network to improve economic
growth, making sure it serves future job and leisure
opportunities.

* Make it more pleasant to travel by bus by regular
cleaning, whilst in service, ending the ‘mobile litter
bin’ perception.

Getting this right is an important part of our quest
for inclusive growth in Birmingham and the West
Midlands.

Alongside this, we will start to deliver a network of
Sprint Bus routes. Sprint buses will mean improved
journey times, improved reliability, higher-quality,
greener public transport and easier access to transport
and our communities.

Rail

* Pending re-nationalisation of the railways by an
incoming Labour government, we will work with the
Combined Authority and industry partners to improve
and increase local rail services.

As a first step we will re-open the Camp Hill line with
stations at Hazelwell, Kings Heath, Moseley and, if
feasible, Balsall Heath.

But in a world of six trains per hour at Tory Sutton
Coldfield and Stourbridge and five at Solihull, we will
not settle for the Tories' proposed two train an hour
for Moseley and Kings Heath: we want a proper local
service.

Meanwhile we will lobby Government to guarantee
full funding for the Midlands Hub project to free up
tracks for improved and new services to Castle Vale,
Fort Parkway and Tamworth, or Minworth, Walmley,
Langley and Sutton Park.

We will press for local services to be given preference
over longer distance ones to enable regular ‘turn-up-
and-go’ frequencies with earlier and later trains all
week. And we will guarantee a conductor on every
train.

Green Travel Districts

* We will develop Green Travel Districts across the
city to create local environments, where sustainable
transport is increasingly the instinctive choice
especially on short local trips.

School Travel
We will:

+ Continue to use the nationally recognised Modeshift
STARS to engage with schools in supporting the
delivery of sustainable travel and road safety
initiatives.

* We will create a programme for teachers and other
adult members of school communities, offering
training on delivery of safe and sustainable initiatives
in the school context.

+ Continue the ‘School Keep Clear’' campaign to address
the problem of inconsiderate or illegal parking
around school gates.

* Deliver the Walk to School outreach project,
encouraging pupils to walk, cycle, scoot or ‘park and
stride’ to school at least once per week.
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Tackling air pollution

The Tory government's continuing failure to tackle air
pollution is an ongoing problem for towns and cities
across the UK. We know that in Birmingham up to 900
deaths a year are linked to man-made air pollution,
with children in high pollution areas four times more
likely to have reduced lung capacity as adults, while
vulnerable and deprived areas are the worst affected.

We will

* Work with the government to introduce a Clean
Air Zone, as part of our plan to improve health and
wellbeing for everyone.

* Increase in trips by public transport, cycling and
walking.

* Roll-out new £13.4 million fleet of cleaner, greener
and cheaper hydrogen fuelled buses.

+ Build on the success of our pioneering and nationally
acclaimed project to retrofit black cabs in Birmingham
with cleaner, greener LPG (liquefied petroleum gas)
engines.

« Implement our new tree policy to protect and
enhance our green city.

Municipal Energy Company

We will establish a wholly owned fully licensed energy
company to deliver fairer, more affordable and
greener energy supply to the residents and businesses
of Birmingham. The company will be owned by the
Council and will act in the interests of the communities
it serves.

This will enable us to:
* Tackle fuel poverty
* Put a greater emphasis on renewable energy

+ Use surpluses generated to support energy related
projects with social outcomes for Birmingham.

+ Develop strategic partnerships with other local
authorities, large housing associations and
community groups to support their ambitions whilst
growing the company’s customer numbers.
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Municipal Water Company

We will establish a municipal water company reducing
administration costs and cutting out the margin that
goes to others in the supply chain.

Recycling and waste collection

Our children must inherit a more sustainable
Birmingham that recycles more and wastes less.

We will:
* Retain weekly bin collections.

* Increase recycling and work closely with partners to
reduce plastic waste.

* Launch a Clean Streets Campaign working with
community organisations and schools to promote
behaviour change while increasing the number of
enforcement officers and using mapping to target fly-
tipping hotspots.

Over the longer term we will:

+ Continue to modernise the waste collection and
recycling service, investing £50 million in our
Household Recycling Centres and Energy From Waste
Plant.



The Labour Council welcomes investment in our
growing city. At the same time development pressures
must be tempered by concern for buildings and places
that are important to local people for heritage and
environmental reasons.

* We will support adequate resourcing for the
protection of listed buildings and Conservation Areas,
seeking local partnerships to support this where
Conservative Government cuts have damaged the
Council's ability to respond.

* We will seek effective, targeted use of compulsory
purchase powers to protect heritage sites.

* We will review existing planning policy
implementation (e.g. Tall Buildings Policy) to ensure
conservation and heritage considerations are given
greater weight.

* We will build on our commitment, as in the case of
Highbury Hall and Moseley Road Baths, to support
local groups seeking Heritage Lottery and other
funding to protect significant Birmingham buildings,
particularly for community use.

TRANSPARENCY AND

CONSULTATION

We will:

* Introduce a transparency charter that makes clear
our commitment to ensuring decision making is
open, including greater use of webcasting and public
consultation.

* Ensure that our strategies and policies are publically
available and easily accessible.

* Introduce a web based performance dashboard
so that the council can be held to account for its
performance.
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