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 At the end of my first term in Parliament, I wanted to write to you all to let you know how I’ve begun working 

for a fairer Hornsey and Wood Green. The Tories might have a majority, but I’ve been fighting for the things 
that matter to our community.  If you have any questions or concerns, please fill out and return the form at 
the bottom of this leaflet and I will contact you.  
 
With best wishes,    

 
 

 
 
 
  
 
I am no stranger to the fight for a truly Living Wage, so when George 
Osborne announced his so-called ‘National Living Wage’ in the 
Budget, I wasn’t fooled. And I don’t think anyone else was either. He 
is simply using the language of care and compassion to sweep the 
fundamental issue of wage inequality under the rug. 
 
His ‘Living Wage’ of £7.20 per hour does not come close to the figure 
set for London by the Living Wage Foundation, at £9.15 per hour. The 
Living Wage Foundation set their figure annually in association with 
the Greater London Authority, and Labour boroughs have a good 
record on this, even in difficult areas like the care sector. 
 
With rents in the privately rented sector in London now sky-high and 
bills still higher than they ought to be, £7.20 per hour is simply not 
enough to help those in Hornsey and Wood Green. £9.00+ per hour 
should not be an aspiration for 2020 – it needs to be a reality for 
working people now. Crucially, it also neglects our young people, who 
will be ineligible to receive even this modest increase in pay until they 
are 25.  
 
During the campaign, I spoke to many of you on this issue. People tell 
me that going from minimum wage employment at £6.80 per hour to 
a truly Living Wage of £9.15 means working one job instead of three. 
It would make a huge difference to adopt the London Living Wage. It 
would mean a higher quality of life for employees, and businesses 
benefit from greater security, productivity and a reputational boost. 
A truly Living Wage is essential for tackling the growing inequality and 
in work poverty in London. 
 
I will not allow the Tories to sweep this issue under the rug. Over the 
course of this Parliament, I will be campaigning to raise awareness 
about wage inequality and in work poverty in our communities, and 
around the capital. I would love to hear from you on this issue, so 
please use the return slip on the back to tell me more about your 
experiences.  

 
 
 

The Chancellor claimed his Budget was for ‘working people’, but in many instances it will leave families worse off. With the ‘two child’ tax credit 
policy and a reduction in the benefits cap, support for working families has been systematically reduced. 
 
In Hornsey and Wood Green, there are 11,200 children in families who receive tax credits. Without action to tackle a low-paid and insecure jobs 
market, the 67% of working London families who claim tax credits will struggle to support themselves, and their children are at risk of poverty.  
 
The reduction in the benefit cap from £26,000 to £23,000 in London will also affect families. The loss incurred will not be offset by the Chancellor’s 
faux Living Wage or the laughable 1% reduction in social housing rents.  
 
In July, I joined 40 other MPs to table a motion to reject the Tories’ Welfare Bill, and I will continue to fight for working families throughout this 
Parliament.  
 
 
 
 

A Real Living Wage 

Tory Welfare Cuts 

 
 
We all know that the housing crisis is the biggest challenge facing 
London - that's why I made it the focus of my maiden speech in 
Parliament on 10th June. 
 
Recent research has shown that households privately renting in 
Hornsey and Wood Green spend £250 of the average weekly wage of 
£500 on rent. Guidelines issued by Shelter, the national housing 
charity, state that a third of average weekly earnings should be spent 
on housing costs, not 50% as is the case in Hornsey and Wood 
Green. 
 
Costly housing is holding back the London economy, making London 
unaffordable for the workforce, and creating public health problems 
as a result of overcrowding.  
 
There is nothing short of a housing crisis, and “generation rent” 
needs a break. 
 
The only way out of this spiral is to increase housing supply. Whether 
young people are trying to get on to the housing ladder or trying to 
rent a social home, councils must be permitted to build more 
affordable homes. 
 
While the Government might be neglecting the crucial issue of 
housing infrastructure, we in Hornsey and Wood Green are not.  
Our Housing Policy Forum took place on 12th July, and we had some 
fantastic input from our speakers and those who attended. There 
were also workshop sessions on homelessness, increasing 
housing supply and the private rented sector. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can watch my Maiden Speech in full by going to this link and 
watching from 16:01. 

 

My Maiden Speech 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150610/debtext/150610-0003.htm#15061057001334
http://parliamentlive.tv/Event/Index/7960ae8e-606f-4582-97b7-d6a94164d0fd


 
 
 
The Whittington Hospital is the centre of healthcare in our 
community, and supports people across Hornsey and Wood Green 
in times of need. 
 
Financial pressure is threatening the hospital again, and staff cuts 
and building sell-offs are expected to be announced later this year, 
as the Whittington struggles with the consequences of the 
Conservative’s attempt to privatise the NHS. 
 
Part of the problem is that the Archway NHS Trust has lost a 
significant contract to provide health services at Pentonville prison 
to a private health care company. The loss of this income has 
contributed to the Trust’s deficit of £19.5 million, a £12 million 
increase on the previous year. 
 
This is a prime example of how the Conservative privatisation of the 
NHS is damaging our front-line health care services. The profit focus 
which has been forced on the Whittington is not helping patients, 
staff or the community. It is serving only to line the pockets of 
private providers, while threatening to reduce access to services and 
widen inequalities of care. 
 
Using my very first questions in Parliament, I asked the Government 
what discussions had taken place regarding funding for the Trust 
and to extract commitments to maintain and improve the 
Whittington’s A&E services. 
 
Over the coming months, I will continue to press the Government 
for commitments to the future of the Whittington Hospital and 
particularly the A&E services.  
 
I will also be working with the Chief Executive and the wider 
Archway NHS Trust to ensure we achieve a viable, long-term 
solution to the financial difficulty and protect and enhance 
healthcare services in our community.  
 

 

Your comments & questions 
Name: 

Address: 

Postcode: 

Mobile: 

Telephone: 

Please return your completed form to: Hornsey and Wood Green Labour Party, 28 Middle Lane, London, N8 8PL 

You can also contact me through  

 
 
I’m extremely concerned to see Pinkham Way back in the news, 
with rumours that Barnet want to move their Waste Transfer Station 
here from Cricklewood.  
 
I’m joining the Pinkham Way Alliance in opposing this proposal and 
have written to the Chief Executive of Haringey Council, as the 
Planning Authority, to ask for urgent clarification. 
 
A lot of time and resources have already been spent trying and 
failing to reach an agreement on use of the site.  It’s clear that 
residents don’t want to see a waste plant here but as long as the site 
stays in the hands of the North London Waste Authority we will 
continue to defend it.  
 
I’d like to see Pinkham Way taken out of the North London Waste 
Plan to secure its long-term future. The Pinkham Way Alliance have 
demonstrated the importance of the site as a breeding ground and 
foraging range for endangered species and birds. 
 
All of this would be at risk if the site is contaminated by a Waste 
Transfer Station.  Barnet has the same area as Hackney, Islington, 
Camden and Haringey combined.  It is not right that Pinkham Way 
should be blighted for this purpose. 

 
 
 

Save Pinkham Way Ever Vigilant for our Whittington Hospital 

 
 
Many of you have written to David Lammy and me over the past couple of weeks with concerns about the concerts taking place in 
Finsbury Park. I objected to the holding of concerts in Finsbury Park, as it means local people do not have access to the park. 
 
David and I believe that local people who are bearing the brunt of the disruption these events can sometimes cause should enjoy the 
benefits of the proceeds. 
 
We will continue to push for money raised by Haringey Council from holding these concerts to be spent in Finsbury Park and the 
local area on important improvements such as lighting in the park, improving the facilities and general maintenance. 
 
Local residents should not have to put up with anti-social behaviour and noise nuisance either. It is vital that tough action be taken 
to protect residents throughout the remaining activities. If you have any complaints you can contact the Council on 020 8489 8232 
or out of hours on 020 8489 0000.  
 
David and I are carefully monitoring the situation as the summer goes on, so please continue to keep us updated on any concerns 
you have. 

 
 
 

Finsbury Park Concerts 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Catherine-West-MP/522395934483552
https://twitter.com/catherinewest1

