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Los Angeles County Bicycle Coalition Opposes Measure S in March 7th Election 
 

Los Angeles, Calif. — 
 
On March 7th, voters in the City of Los Angeles will have the opportunity to vote on Measure S. If passed, 
Measure S would immediately freeze the construction of new developments that require zoning 
amendments for two years, and limit other projects for decades to come. Such drastic changes would 
ultimately result in a shortage of affordable housing in Los Angeles. The Los Angeles County Bicycle 
Coalition (LACBC) urges Angelenos to vote no on Measure S. 
 
As a bicycle coalition, LACBC is concerned with what Measure S would mean for making Los Angeles a 
more livable and bikeable city.  
 
This measure stands in opposition to density, a key component to making an area more easily bikeable. It’s 
really simple: the closer people live to where they work, the easier it is for people to bike and walk to work. 
Banning construction in L.A. will lead to higher rent, speed up gentrification, and lead to displacement of 
lower-income residents and residents of color. Many of these low-income residents are more likely to 
depend on walking, biking, or taking transit to meet their daily needs. In fact, rhetoric supporting Measure S 
is often laced with a not so subtle veil of neighborhood integrity racism that is reminiscent of calls to make 
L.A. great . . . again. L.A. is great, but L.A. could be more livable. L.A. could do a better job centering low-
income people of color who live in high density neighborhoods and need affordable housing options. 
Measure S does the opposite. 
 
People traveling from farther away to get to work will have fewer transportation options, forcing them to 
drive, which increases congestion across the L.A. region. As more people drive, streets become less safe to 
bike and walk on. People who lack resources to own cars are often pushed to areas without reliable and 
affordable transit options. Getting to services and jobs requires more time and money. Measure S increases 
the burdens on L.A. families who are trying to make it and creates barriers that fail to account for the day-to-
day struggles many Angelenos face. 
 
Measure S is also based on false assumptions. It is based on an assumption that somehow keeping people 
and resources out makes neighborhoods better. It is based on the assumption that more people moving in 
means more cars. It ignores that in many high density, low-income communities and communities of color, 
people have no other options and rely on biking, walking, and taking transit.  
 
Measure S would solidify automobile parking requirements for new developments that would undo the 
benefits of the City of L.A. Bicycle Parking Ordinance. We’ll once again be left with too many car parking 
spaces and not enough bike parking and not enough focus on how people outside of cars move about their 
communities. Not only do these outdated parking requirements increase the prices of housing, but study 
after study shows that as the supply of parking increases, people drive more. Again: as more people drive, 
streets become less safe for people who walk and bike. 
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Further, the City of Los Angeles depends on fees from developers to build new sidewalks, new bike lanes, 
and parks. These ‘‘Development Impact Fees” are used to fund all types of projects, like the upcoming 7th 
Street protected bike lanes in Downtown Los Angeles. If Measure S passes, these funds will dry up--and 
many street improvement projects will be put on hold.  
 
While Measure S proponents claim that more development will overwhelm L.A.’s infrastructure, the opposite 
is true. The passage of Measure S would continue L.A.’s housing shortage, increase homelessness, 
eliminate thousands of construction jobs, and dry up revenue for infrastructure investment. Measure S will 
force L.A.’s future to be low-density, move people even farther away from L.A.’s urban core, and increase 
parking requirements. This will ultimately lead to even more traffic congestion, overwhelmed infrastructure, 
and streets that are less safe for its most vulnerable users. 
 
For all these reasons, LACBC is urging Los Angeles residents to vote for L.A.’s future and Vote No on 
Measure S on March 7th. 
 

_______________ 
 
About LACBC: 
 
Founded in 1998, the Los Angeles County Bicycle Coalition is a membership-based, volunteer-driven 
nonprofit organization that works to make all communities in Los Angeles County into healthy, safe and fun 
places to ride a bike. Through advocacy, education, and outreach, LACBC brings together the diverse 
bicycling community in a united mission to improve the bicycling environment and quality of life for the entire 
region. For more information, visit www.la-bike.org. 

 
 

 
### 

 

http://www.la-bike.org/

