
 
 
 

 
  

         Restrictions on New Development in Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones 

WHEREAS, Wildland-Urban Interface/Intermix (WUI) is defined as areas adjacent to or of transition 
between wildlands and human development and its associated infrastructure; designated by Cal Fire 
as Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones (VHFHSZ), in which severe wildfire hazards are 
increasingly likely due to flammable native and non-native wildland vegetation, hazardous weather 
patterns, and steep topography; and experts urge that “[t]o stop the destruction of our communities 
by wildfire we must focus on strategies that will work in our rapidly changing environment: reduce the 
flammability of existing communities and prevent new ones from being built in very high fire hazard 
severity zones,” (joint January 2019 letter from California Chaparral Institute, Sierra Club California, 
John Muir Project, Center for Biological Diversity, and Leonardo DiCaprio Foundation to Governor 
Newsom); and  

WHEREAS, research of California’s fires show that homes and structures near wildland areas are a 
primary driver of destructive conflagrations, evidence shows that while surrounding trees and 
vegetation survive major fires, structures without extensive fireproofing ignite from within and spread 
fire to neighboring homes, thereby amplifying the severity of wildfires and increasing the loss of life 
and property damage;  

WHEREAS, recent California fires have forced tens of thousands of residents to evacuate their 
homes; an April 2019 Associated Press analysis of California communities determined that many 
hillside communities have a disproportionate ratio of evacuation routes to the size of their 
populations; and a 2019 University of California study concluded that housing and human 
infrastructure in fire-prone wilderness areas are the main drivers of fire ignitions and structure loss; 
and according to the state’s top firefighter, “California's increasingly deadly and destructive wildfires 
have become so unpredictable that government officials should consider banning home construction 
in vulnerable areas;”  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Los Angeles County Democratic Party calls on our state 
leaders to reconsider the approval of increased developments in Very High Fire Hazard Severity 
Zones near or in wildland-urban interface areas, and seek strong regulations and limits on new 
structures, as these buildings have been found to increase the size and destructive nature of our 
states worst fires; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the authors of this resolution shall communicate this resolution to 
all members of the State legislature, County Board of Supervisors, Los Angeles City Council, state 
and local environmental organizations.  
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