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INTRODUCTION 
A range of surveys are going to be taking place on Cressingham Gardens Estate over the 
next couple of months and this factsheet provides an introduction and outline of what 
these surveys will involve as well as why the information being gathered is needed.

All surveys will be carried out by trained professionals who will be available in the Hub to 
answer any questions on the morning of that particular survey starting. Whilst working on 
site, all surveyors will be wearing branded high-visibilty vests or coats to ensure that they 
will be clearly identifiable by residents.

There will be more in-depth factsheets available in advance of each individual survey 
beginning on site.

TOPOGRAPHICAL LAND SURVEY

This will be the first survey to begin on site.

The survey will identify the different levels on the 
site as well as a range of features on the ground 
such as locations of buildings, steps, walls, 
footpaths, fences, manholes, bins, lamposts and 
trees.

The designers need this information as a record 
of everything on the site which could affect the 
design and also to use as an accurate base map 
onto which the new homes will be designed.

The surveyors will use a range of equipment 
to measure the land and features. The survey 
equipment uses the latest technologies such as 
digital laser scanners to provide accurate and 
reliable information.

An example of a laser scanner is shown in the 
photo to the right.
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MEASURED BUILDING SURVEY

This survey will be carried out by professional 
building surveyors. The survey will measure the 
buildings on the estate so that drawings can be 
produced of the outside of these buildings as an 
accurate record of the existing estate.

The surveyors will use similar laser scanners as those 
described above for the topographical land survey. EXISTING CRESSINGHAM BUILDINGS



ARBORICULTURAL (TREE) SURVEY

The topographical survey will identify on a 
map the location of all the mature trees on 
Cressingham Gardens. A tree specialist, known 
as an arboricultralist, will then carry out a visual 
inspection of each tree in order to determine its 
approximate age, condition, and quality.

This information is used by the design team to 
understand the impacts proposed designs will have 
on the existing trees and help to minimise these.

UNDERGROUND SERVICES SURVEY

The topographical survey will identify on a map the 
location of all the visable manhole and other metal 
service covers.

A specialist surveyor, will then use radio detection 
or Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) equipment to 
detect the location and direction of underground 
pipes and cables and plot these as colour coded 
lines on the topographical map.

There may also be a requirement to lift manhole 
and other service covers in order to visually inspect 
underground service routes.

The information gathered is used to inform the 
design, ensure that any digging on site is done 
safely and to ensure that all  service routes still in 
use are protected during construction works.

FAQ

Will the surveyors need access into my 
property? 

No. All surveying work will be external, 
however surveyors may need access into 
your private garden for a short period of 
time. You will be given advance warning of 
this if it is needed.

How long will the surveys take? 

Each survey will require approximately 5-10 
working days on site. Some of the surveys 
will overlap whilst others will start after 
the first set have finished. The detailed 
factsheets for each survey will give start and 
finish dates for that particular piece of work.

Is the survey equipment safe? 

Yes, the equipment will pose no risk to 
residents. In addition, equipment being 
used will be accompanied by trained 
professionals at all times.

How do I find out more detail? 

A detailed factsheet for each survey will be 
available in the Hub prior to each specialist 
survey being carried out. In addition, the 
surveyors will be available in the Hub to 
answer any questions on the morning of 
their survey work beginning.
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