
CENTRAL HILL ESTATE TRAINING
SUMMARY OF WORKSHOP #1

Metropolitan Workshop architects have 
been asked by Lambeth Council to provide 
training to Central Hill residents on urban 
design issues to be considered if the estate 
is redeveloped. We have proposed to 
adopt a “workshop” like approach to the 
key items which would allow the residents 
to explore the implications of various 
design proposals as they come forward and 
develop a list of design aspirations for any 
future development. 

Workshop Aim

Fiona Cliffe, from Lambeth Council, 
introduced the session and explained 
that if the Council’s Cabinet take the 
decision to redevelop Central Hill, this 
training will better empower the residents 
to take a lead role in the design of their 
neighbourhood through the next stages of 
the masterplanning process.

Metropolitan Workshop

Thursday 14th April 2016
Central Hill Day Centre

Movement

How easy is it for people to 
get around and how well 
is a place is connected into 
the surrounding area?

Space

How can different types 
of space (public, private, 
communal) be defined and 
enclosed?

Use and Activities

Which uses (activities, 
occupations, businesses or 
operations) determine the 
life of a place?

Appearance

How can a place’s 
appearance contribute to 
its character and how does 
it make us feel?  

Adaptability
 
How well can buildings and 
places accommodate new 
uses, changing demands 
and circumstances?

Efficiency 

How efficiently are 
resources (space, energy, 
materials, water) being 
used? 

Fitness for Purpose 

How well do we understand 
the needs of a place’s 
users, those who live or 
work there, who use it, or 
who pass by?

Introduction to Urban Design and Site 
Walkabout

The first session focused on the principles 
of good urban design. This was followed 
by a walkabout where some of these 
principles were explained using real life 
examples within the estate.

We hope to see you at our next event 
on Thursday 28th April.  For comments 
and suggestions Fiona Cliffe can be 
contacted at FCliffe@lambeth.gov.uk or on 
07860180559.

Workshop Topics 

We agreed topics for the next two 
workshops would include: 

• Density, 
• Design & Security, 
• Landscape: open space, car parking, play, 
recreation. 

If there are additional topics which 
residents feel should be covered they can 
be suggested at the next meeting or to 
Fiona Cliffe. 

Sharing Workshop Activity

The workshops are open to all residents 
on Central Hill and for those who didn’t 
attend the workshops this newsletter will 
hopefully give you a flavour of what was 
discussed and seen.  

WORKSHOP #1 

 URBAN DESIGN 
PRINCIPLES

FUTURE DATES

Workshop #2
Thursday 28th April , 7:00pm to 9:00pm
Central Hill Day Centre, Lunham Road

Workshop #3
Thursday 12th May, 7:00pm to 9:00pm
Central Hill Day Centre, Lunham Road

Site Visit
Saturday 4th June, Day time (TBC)

Public Exhibition
Saturday 11th June, Day time (TBC)

Central Hill Estate

0207 926 4166

0207 926 4166

0207 926 4166

0207 926 4166

0207 926 4166

0207 926 4166



“I think there used to 
be a tunnel to the old 
Bomb Shelters under 

here?”

“There used to be one, 
but residents living 

next to it might have 
been annoyed by the 

noise”

“There should be 
a community hall, 

so people can 
have parties, social 

activities”

“The fire escapes 
they have 

now make me 
nervous, you 

have to go into 
someone else’s 
garden to run 

out”

“I don’t like 
having only one 

door, what if 
there’s a fire, 
how can I get 

out?”

“Its a really good area 
to live in, its really near 

Crystal Palace”

5

“I’ve never even 
been into that 

shop!”

6

NEXT SESSION....

WORKSHOP #2

DENSITY
The numbers of 

properties on site

“Its not easy for the 
older people to get 

around”

“I hate these 
steps!”

“I love living 
here but if I 

could change 
one thing it 

would be the 
steps”

“Children 
play in the 

stairs”

2

“We shouldn’t 
have dead space”

“I’ve never noticed 
these funny little bits”

“People 
can hide”

1

“You can hear 
the birds, its 
very quiet”

“Look at all 
the trees”

“The green 
space is really 

important”

4

“You have to 
go all the way 

around, there is 
no direct way”

“Its not easy to get 
around, even with 
the maps you are 

lost”

“People 
sometimes try 

to jump over the 
railing”

“People 
always try 
to take the 

shortest 
route”

“You 
can’t cut 
through 
to the 
street”

9

“We have a big 
problem with the 
flat roofs, there is 
damp, leaking”

“Everything 
needs doing 

up” “The amazing 
thing is that the 

whole estate 
gets beautiful 

light”

“We have 
incredible 180 
degree views”

“I’m worried about 
losing daylight in 

my flat”

“Could you ever get the 
same amount of light if 
you are increasing the 

density?”
“Its what 

makes the 
estate so 
special”

7
At the start of projects designers often go on a walkabout around the site to analyse what 
works and what doesn’t. During our walkabout we identified the urban design principles 
that we had discussed during the presentation so that we could understand Central Hill 
from the resident’s perspective and also give the opportunity for residents to question 
things they may not have noticed before. This map shows some of our observations.

Walkabout: finding examples of what we discussed
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Sometimes it might be 
unclear to visitors where 
the front door to some 

homes are. 

The shop on 
Hawke Road 
was designed 

to face into the 
estate rather 
than onto the 

street.  

When designing routes we try to 
use straight lines to connect where 

people want to go. Sometimes 
we need alternative routes if the 

topography is too steep.  

The light 
levels are 

so good in 
the estate 
because it 
steps back 
with the 

topography. 

When buildings face onto the street they 
can create clear routes.  However where 
homes on the estate at Northwood Way 
have their backs onto Hawke Road and 

face into the estate instead, this can 
make the main routes less clear.
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The playground 
is well 

overlooked by 
the flats around 
it which make it 

feel safer

3

Resident’s observations Architect’s observations Our route


