Organizational Letterhead


[Insert DATE]

Los Angeles Unified School District Board of Education

Office of the Board

333 S. Beaudry Avenue, 24th Floor

Los Angeles, CA 90017
Honorable Board Members of the Los Angeles Unified School District,

[Insert name of organization ] supports the effort to make the successful completion of an A-G approved Ethnic Studies course a high school graduation requirement in the Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD).
According to the data from the California Department of Education, LAUSD only offers Ethnic Studies courses at 19 out of its 94 senior high schools. Because of this limited access, only 691 out of a total of 152,507 high school students in LAUSD are taking Ethnic Studies courses, despite the fact that over 90% of LAUSD is comprised of students of color. 
There is considerable research evidence that well-designed and well-taught ethnic studies curricula have positive academic and social outcomes for students. We have elevated the goal to a graduation requirement because we believe that doing anything else would only make  a marginal impact on student outcomes. We feel that the highest commitment to a well-designed and well-taught ethnic studies curricula merits the highest expectation. 
It is time that all LAUSD students have access to Ethnic Studies courses -- courses that speak to students who have felt invisible and marginalized, to inspire and motivate them in their education, so that they learn their own history, engage actively in their own learning, and connect in meaningful ways to the larger community. 
Sincerely, 

[signature]

[title]

cc:  

Dr. Richard Vladovic, Board President

Ms. Tamar Galatzan

Ms. Mónica García 

Mr. Bennett Kayser

Dr. George McKenna III

Ms. Mónica Ratliff
Mr. Steve Zimmer

Ethnic Studies Now Coalition
