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Assembly Bill 101: Ethnic Studies for California High Schools  
 

Summary 
AB 101 instructs the Superintendent to establish an Ethnic Studies Advisory Committee 

beginning in the 2016-17 school year. The advisory committee will make recommendations to 

the board on issues related to ethnic studies. The Superintendent will then submit a plan to the 

board to fully implement an ethnic studies curriculum for all California high schools.  

 
Background 
California has one of the largest and most diverse student populations in the nation. Ethnic 

minorities account for over 71 percent of the student population, with more than 90 languages 

spoken in District schools.  

 

Given California’s annual increase in diversity, it is especially important that students build 

knowledge of the various racial and ethnic groups in our state. Expanding the high school 

curriculum will help students relate to historical events and have a better understanding of their 

neighbors while learning of the struggles for equality, what other groups have gone through, and 

how those experiences have shaped what it means to be an American. 

 

The National Education Association confirms that ethnic studies has a positive impact on 

students of color. The Academic and Social Value of Ethnic Studies reports that ethnic studies 

benefited students in observable ways: they became more academically engaged, increased 

outcomes on academic tests,  improved graduation rates, and developed a sense of self-efficacy 

and personal empowerment. 
 
Purpose 
Developing ethnic studies programs in public high schools is an integral part of cultivating a 

classroom environment that is accepting of diverse cultures. It is vital for young people to learn 

about their history, but also important for them to feel like they can change their communities in 

positive ways. An ethnic studies curriculum will help close the achievement gap by reducing 

student truancy, increasing student enrollment, reduce drop-out rates, and better prepare 

Californian youth to be college prepared and career ready.  

 
 


