
HOMELESSNESS
IN LOS ANGELES

PROBLEM
One significant problem impacting my

community is homelessness and

poverty. People are unable to have

the resources they need to live a

normal healthy life. This topic is

relevant because many people, even

others that are not a part of my

community are also affected by this

issue. There are about 50,000 people

that are experiencing homelessness in

and around L.A. (Anna Scott, 2019). In

our society, not only community

homelessness and poverty is

becoming more common which leads

us to a bigger problem which will

become harder to ease. 

Solution
To solve this problem I would like the

city to build a homeless shelter where

temporary housing will be given, as well

as guidance to help them find a job to

put themselves back on their feet. Three

out of four homeless people live in cars,

campers, or tents, leaving them

unsheltered (Gale Holland, 2019). By

building these temporary homes we will

provide them with safety, we will  help

integrate them back into society, and

will show our endless support.
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Ultimately, this is all rooted in the amount

we have to pay for housing. Ever since our

economy improved, property owners have

used the law to their advantage by raising

rental prices (Matt Morrison, 2019).

Homeless people and lower class people

will benefit off these temporary homes as

they won't have to pay high rent, when this

happens it will also benefit the community

as a whole because of the reduced amount

of homeless people in the streets. 
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   My community is surrounded by

homelessness and poverty but Los Angeles is

beautiful in many different ways and offers

so much, it's really unique. Los Angeles is very

diverse, has a lot of public entertainment,

local resources, amazing art, great

opportunities, and etc. My solution for

reducing homelessness will enhance its

beauty. It will help improve my community's

aspirational and social capital because the

community will want succeed and get better

together. It will have an impact on everyone

who is a part of it, such as the homeless

people who will be integrating back into

society and reducing the amount of

homeless people on the streets. (Yosso,

2005)

 

   I previously went to the Los Angeles Mission homeless shelter to volunteer and

was able to interview Carlos who is an important asset to this homeless shelter.

Carlos is head chef and feeds at least 1,000 homeless people per day. I asked

him a few questions on how we could we could help this issue, the importance of

it , and how we could help integrate homeless people back into society. In

response to these questions Carlos said that we could help by making others

more aware about this issue which is a huge problem that impacts our community

even though some are ignorant and don't want to see it or accept it. We could

also help by giving the homeless resources to where they can go seek help such

the Los Angeles Mission homeless shelter. We as a community need to advocate

for the homeless people. Change starts with you! 

   The venue/shelter is the most important item because it is the heart of my

solution. We need a place where the homeless people feel comfortable and

welcomed. The second item on my list is health insurance because your staff's

health is very important. Third on my list is the 26 staff members that the

homeless shelter would consist of,  they are important because they will be the

ones who run it and the ones who help the homeless people. Fourth on my list

are supplies and meals because these are necessities for a normal lifestyle. 

Time to make a difference! Find out more at https://losangelesmission.org


