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Committee: Dinner Task Force 

Date:  May 10, 2016  

Time:  1:00 PM  

Location: ST 541  

Present:   

 
 C. Johnson-Taylor 

 D. Kuba 

 R. Lane 

 S. Martínez 

 

 

Staff: 

 A. Arnold, Executive Director 

 C. Du, Assistant 

 K. Phipps 

 

 

      

 

 

 

Meeting Convened:  The Dinner Task Force meeting was called to order at 1:03 p.m. by 
Darlene Kuba.  

Public Comment:  No public comment. 

Approval of Minutes: The minutes for board meeting held March 14, 2016 were approved. 

ITEMS  

 

 

I. Item IV:  Review of Proposals from 2 Event Planning Companies and Provide 

Recommendation to the Board 

Key Consideration 

 Darlene Kuba states that the two proposals being reviewed are ICAP and Blue Room. 

 Krista Phipps asks if Darlene Kuba saw the proposal she got in. 

 Darlene Kuba states that the RFP acceptance date closed on May 2nd. 

 Rod Lane states that he knows Blue Room and that they are sophisticated, do a good 

job and are more expensive but possibly 1% of the total money raised from the dinner. 

 Chini Johnson-Taylor states that she didn’t see a budget from Blue Room. 

 Darlene Kuba states that they did not submit a budget. 

 Rod Lane asks if ICAP submitted a budget and that it is hard because ICAP has 

experience with the foundation. 

 Chini Johnson-Taylor states that Blue Room did not include sponsor solicitation which is 
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extremely important. 

 Rod Lane states that Blue Room states “mail and solicitation” on page 2. 

 Chini Johnson-Taylor states that she sees it as a mailing house which is different from 

actually bringing in a sponsor. 

 Darlene Kuba and Rod Lane agree. 

 Rod Lane states that eventually, it should be the board’s task to bring in sponsors but 

understands that the foundation is still building its board. 

 Rod Lane states that ICAP was very helpful with the construction themed dinner. 

 Rod Lane states that he brought in the construction sponsor and ICAP followed up. 

 Rod Lane states that he is weighted toward ICAP at this point. 

 Rod Lane states that he wants to see more innovation at the dinner. 

 Rod Lane states that there should be a layout of steps as to how the board is updated 

on fundraising progress. 

 Chini Johnson-Taylor states that ICAP sent a file detailing board member contributions. 

 Rod Lane states that he wants to know which sponsors are committed or not going 

forward. 

 Chini Johnson-Taylor asks if Rod Lane means to say that he wants meetings where only 

sponsor solicitations are discussed. 

 Rod Lane states that ICAP was at many board meetings providing updates on the 

dinner. 

 Darlene Kuba states that ICAP has been complying the suggestion. 

 Rod Lane states that he just wants to be updated on the guest list. 

 Rod Lane states that he would like to have an option to purchase tickets online. 

 Darlene Kuba states that with coordination with foundation staff, online ticket 

purchases can be made through PayPal on the foundation website. 

Action Taken:   A motion is made by Rod Lane and seconded by Chini Johnson-Taylor 

to recommend to the board that ICAP be the event planner for the annual dinner. 

 

II. Item VI:  Potential Honorees 

Key Consideration 

 Darlene Kuba asks for any suggestions. 

 Rod Lane states that he may have suggestions by the executive committee meeting. 

 Chini Johnson-Taylor suggests Doc Guthrie. 

 Darlene Kuba states that other potential candidates were Molly Ringwald’s mom, the 

Veterans’ Resource Center, and a corporate sponsor suggestion from Leticia Barajas. 

 Chini Johnson-Taylor states that at the Tool for the Trades Rally, she indicated to 

Leticia Barajas that the foundation wanted student displays in the driveway for the 

dinner and also to tie in the students and faculty. 

 Rod Lane states that student displays sound great but it needs to not be foam core 

displays on easels. 

 Chini Johnson-Taylor states that the displays will not be foam core. 

 Rod Lane states that the information was interesting but he wanted a more firm 

display. 

 Chini Johnson-Taylor states that the displays will have live people from campus 

departments to engage with guests. 
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 Chini Johnson-Taylor states that she is still waiting for Leticia Barajas on which 

departments to highlight and that perhaps chemical technology department can have a 

display because they are sponsored by Edison. 

 Rod Lane states that the foam core displays became blocked by people and cocktails 

which did not do the information being displayed any justice. 

 Krista Phipps states that if the displays are for alternative fuels, SoCal Gas can provide 

a natural gas vehicle to display and energy efficient stoves that culinary students can 

test out in front of guests. 

 Chini Johnson-Taylor states that it is still early enough to have these discussions and 

asks Krista Phipps to send out a summary of the displays. 

 Krista Phipps asks when the next meeting is. 

 Chini Johnson-Taylor states that she does not know yet but wanted to bring the 

displays ideas to the task force first. 

 Darlene Kuba states that President Laurence Frank suggested honoring someone from 

IATSE and asks for the committee’s thoughts. 

 Rod Lane states that the idea sounds good. 

 Chini Johnson-Taylor suggests having a discussion on discounted tickets for students 

and classified staff at a later meeting. 

 Rod Lane states that a lot of people buy tables or tickets and donate the seats so that 

could be the solution. 

 Darlene Kuba states that she bought a table last year for veterans so that they would 

not have to pay. 

Action Taken:   No action required. 

 

III. Item VII:  Establish a Budget for the Dinner 

Key Consideration 

 Darlene Kuba states that the task force needs the numbers from last year to create the 

budget based on those numbers. 

 Chini Johnson-Taylor asks how much Revenue was. 

 Rod Lane states that he thinks it was about $315,000. 

 Darlene Kuba suggests that it was $300,000 to be conservative. 

 Chini Johnson-Taylor asks how expenses will change if income increases. 

 Darlene Kuba states that the revenue from the dinner gets bigger every year which is 

good. 

 Darlene Kuba suggests keeping the budget item open and asking Christine Du to look 

the amount raised, expenses, and net revenues from last year’s dinner. 

 Rod Lane asks when the task force will convene again. 

 Darlene Kuba states that she does not know. 

 Rod Lane wants to know when to have the kick-off meeting with ICAP. 

 Chini Johnson-Taylor states that the board meeting should happen first. 

 Darlene Kuba agrees. 

Action Taken:   No action required.  

 

Meeting Adjourned:  Darlene Kuba adjourned the meeting at 1:33 p.m. 


