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LCHR’s National Policy Forum Submission 

1. What sectors do you believe are the priorities for investment from government, for a green 

recovery programme to build a stronger, more resilient future economy? How can this 

investment reduce regional inequalities as well as address the climate crisis and environmental 

degradation? And what science and technologies do we need to invest in? 

 

Use Citizens Assemblies to address this in detail - as a starting point, look at the carbon intensive 

activities right now and take action. In relation to transport, end the road building programme 

and promote building cycle tracks, investing in home insulation, enabling local authorities to run 

buses and make them free, providing interest free loans for electric bikes. 

 

Look at hydrogen as a means of storing excess renewable energy, hydrogen cell technology 

rather than batteries, work out what is the least amount of energy the UK could feed, clothe and 

house the nation with, and work on a plan to produce and provide it sustainably. 

 

Given the severity of the situation - 3.5C by the end of the century under current carbon cuts 

proposed under the Paris Agreement (that aren’t being met), consider a degrowth economy 

and a move away from expanding GDP and consumption. Kate Raworth and Donut Economics 

principle may be useful as a starting point - also Tim Jackson’s CUSP. 

 

2. How do we support people who have lost employment during this crisis to move into 

environmental growth sectors? How can we ensure that such jobs are decently paid, with 

quality training, and offer representation by trade unions? What lessons can be learned from 

past programmes current support and international examples? 

 

Universal Basic Income, with a claw-back tax system. Climate Action Tracker and Rapid Transition 

Alliance both have excellent resources on transitioning to Planetary Repair. 

 

We know that the UK Government needs to establish programmes that will retrain workers. 

Luckily, at least in the short term, the changes we need to make will also be a major opportunity 

for employment in the green industries, retrofitting homes, building new infrastructure, and 

redesigning our towns and cities. We have to think big on this.  

 

Whilst the climate movement often talks about the benefits of retrofitting homes, we rarely focus 

on how to redesign the city, and this will require creative thinking across many disciplines and 

many departments of Government. We have to stop investing so much public money in road 

infrastructure and start pushing people towards public transport, cycling and walking. Our public 

spaces have to reflect that. 

3. How should sector-specific support for business during this crisis be used to both protect 

and promote employment and to pursue our climate and nature objectives? 
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Consider protecting people rather than employment - protecting employment means that 

destructive industries continue to operate because of the jobs that would be lost if they closed 

(car manufacture, aviation, fossil fuel refineries). 

In carbon intensive industries that we take stakes in, as opposed to shutting down immediately, 

it is absolutely essential that we prioritise the needs and the concerns of workers. We will have to 

work closely with trade unions to ensure that these demands are being met, and give workers 

seats on the boards of their company. They must play a key part in the transition and the Labour 

Party should think very seriously about wage controls. Of course, all of this must go hand in hand 

with protecting workers’ rights and protecting the power of trade unions. 

 

Some trade unions are understandably wary of a just transition. They are concerned that a 

worker-led response to this crisis is not possible and that ultimately this will lead to a fall in living 

standards. We must not see these trade unions as the enemy - these concerns are valid and they 

must become partners in the transition. Indeed, they must become leaders. But, at the same time, 

we need to help improve thinking and researching on these issues within the trade unions 

themselves. This will require serious dialogue and a willingness on both sides to listen. 

4. What is the scope for redeploying people from industries which are facing crisis? What are 

the models of retraining and support which should be examined? Do you know of examples of 

programmes which have been effective in enabling redeployment; and what can we learn from 

programmes that have not been effective? 

The potential for redeployment into green jobs is huge, with the International Labour 

Organisation signalling in its 2018 report ‘Greening with jobs’ that over 24 million new jobs could 

be created if full alignment with the Paris Agreement takes places, vastly outweighing the loss of 

6 million jobs in such a transition. Labour should look to the examples of the Polish government, 

who lead on the Just Transition Declaration at COP24 - stressing the need to ensure social 

security programmes for workers facing job losses in coal industries. Similarly Labour should 

mirror the approach of the Spanish government, who are contributing US$ 285 million into 

compensation and retraining schemes for coal miners facing job losses as Spain ends its coal 

mining activities in line with EU Directives.  

Worker protection, skills and redeployment practices are covered in the ILO’s 2018 report: 

http://www.ilo.org/global/publications/books/WCMS_628654/lang--en/index.htm  

The Rapid Transition Alliance have useful resources on this, and are better versed than we are: 

https://www.rapidtransition.org 

5. Given the regional and area-based impacts of this crisis, what role can a green recovery play 

in mitigating these impacts? What are the lessons of past environmental interventions in terms 

of local and regional impacts? 

Covid-19 has highlighted the fragility of long supply lines and ‘just-in-time’ delivery. To move to 

more resilient communities we need to re-localise agriculture, markets, manufacturing, 

warehousing, energy production, service delivery (education/insurance/retail) and consider 

reducing average travel mileage. 

http://www.ilo.org/global/publications/books/WCMS_628654/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.rapidtransition.org/
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The current pandemic is proving the need for more direct democracy and devolved governance. 

We must put more focus on regional planning for a just transition and put energy democracy at 

the heart of these local transitions. We can learn from those in the Cooperative Movement and 

in the Transition Towns movement. We should facilitate the creation of neighbourhood transition 

councils as hubs of distribution, education, and decision-making. We must prioritise funding for 

projects that build community health, beginning with working class and BAME communities that 

are on the frontlines of this crisis. 

6. How can we help existing businesses, including SMEs, to adapt as a result of the crisis, 

including through measures for a green recovery? How can these measures be allied to the 

improvement of productivity and viability for these companies? 

Temporarily putting to one side the moral environmental aspects of the green recovery from 

Covid-19, encouraging the concept of energy independence to SMEs is one way of displaying on 

paper the advantages of sustainable energy in finance and reliability. Energy independence is the 

idea of solar panels, air source heat pumps and advanced battery technology reducing or, in 

some cases, removing the reliance of consumers on gas and electricity companies. With the lack 

of reserves in SMEs exposed by COVID-19, the reduction in running costs that energy 

independence enables would provide an opportunity to SMEs to secure their businesses further 

in the event of future crises. 

With the Big 6 energy companies running what has been described as a cartel on energy pricing, 

the growth of the UK’s reliance on energy from more unreliable and diplomatically volatile 

markets (e.g Russia) and blackouts taking place more often, there are further reasons why the 

reliability of energy independence is an advantage for UK businesses and the government in 

general. This being said, the role of subsidies in encouraging a move towards energy 

independence is crucial as it requires a large outlay for future costs to be reduced. 

7. How can measures you are proposing in this recovery and renewal period improve quality of 

life—for example around walking, cycling and public transport, and improving access to 

nature? What habitats are you especially concerned about and want to see more support for 

and focus on? 

Again, we’d suggest deferring to the experts here. The Bennett Institute of Public Policy 

(Cambridge) have done tremendous work in this area: https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk  

 https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/research/research-projects/wealth-economy-

social-and-natural-capital/ 

 https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/research/research-projects/measuring-

wellbeing/  

 https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/publications/trust-and-productivity-growth-

empirical-analysis/  

8. In providing responses to 1-7, please can you indicate to us what considerations of cost-

benefit analysis are relevant (and, if such analysis has not been undertaken, what sources of 

information would be necessary to understand costs and benefits); and which institutions 

would be required to enable effective delivery? In particular what is the role of public and 

private investment and different ownership models? 

https://www.theguardian.com/news/2017/mar/19/privatisation-was-always-going-to-lead-to-this-rip-off-cartel
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2019/aug/12/what-are-the-questions-are-raised-by-the-uks-recent-blackout
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/research/research-projects/wealth-economy-social-and-natural-capital/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/research/research-projects/wealth-economy-social-and-natural-capital/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/research/research-projects/measuring-wellbeing/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/research/research-projects/measuring-wellbeing/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/publications/trust-and-productivity-growth-empirical-analysis/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/publications/trust-and-productivity-growth-empirical-analysis/
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Cost benefit analysis needs to fundamentally change. The analysis needs to be around what 

provides the greatest step to achieving a zero-carbon economy and repair of the natural world. 

In this, as with everything, we should be looking to prioritise human rights and decommodifying 

survival by guaranteeing a right to water, food, energy, and housing.  

9. What are the key institutions including business, local government, trade unions who should 

play a role in delivering a green recovery? Are there particular lessons that should be learnt 

about effective delivery? Local people know their communities better than Westminster. What 

steps do we need to introduce to empower local communities to be able to tailor the provision 

to suit their needs? 

The umbrella direction needs to happen at UK level, but the implementation has to be a local 

level - e.g local markets selling local products are more resilient to shocks than just-in-time 

supermarkets, natural flood management in the upper catchments of water-courses, fields for 

carbon sequestration, local colleges that are accessible by bike. Also, look at the insurance culture 

- many local initiatives are curtailed or halted because local groups are concerned about liabilities 

- e.g re-use and repair cafes. 

One of the most important things we can do is to create platforms in which serious conversations 

about transition can take place. The Labour Party should be regularly meeting with ordinary 

people to talk about the climate and ecological emergency in town halls up and down the 

country. We should actively support people now. 

 

We should also be working very closely with climate activists of all kinds. We cannot step away 

from this challenge and everyone accepts that transition is impossible without the help and the 

health of strong social movements. The climate movement in the United Kingdom is a good 

resource and could be a very important ally. The Shadow Secretary of State should be regularly 

meeting with climate activists from all the climate justice groups and talking about strategy. We 

need a huge and concerted effort to educate the public, but we also need politicians who will 

listen to the demands of the grassroots, who have - for so long - been far ahead of the leadership 

on this. We need historic coalitions between the labour movement, the climate movements, and 

the various youth movements.  

 

Again, we can learn from those in the Cooperative Movement and in the Transition Towns 

movement. We should facilitate the creation of neighbourhood transition councils as hubs of 

distribution, education, and decision-making.  

10. What other issues/points do you think are important? What are the Covid-19 challenges of 

delivering such a programme and how might they be overcome? 

Ultimately, carbon dioxide levels are higher today than at any point in the last 3 million years. 

They are rising around 100 times faster than any previous natural change in the last 800,000 years 

and 19 of the top 20 hottest years have occurred in the last 19 years, with the past four years the 

hottest on record.  

The number of extreme climate-related disasters - including extreme heat, droughts, floods and 

storms - has doubled since the early 1990s. More than two thirds of all extreme weather events 

investigated were made more likely, or more severe, by human-caused climate change. 
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According to Morgan Stanley, from 2016-2018 climate-related disasters cost the world $650 

billion. 

 

On our current path, by 2050 it is estimated that there could be up to 200 million environmental 

migrants. Mass migration and famine are likely to take us towards civil unrest and ultimately war, 

raising the terrifying possibility of societal collapse.  

To increase awareness and drive behaviour change, both at individual and industry levels, these 

facts need to be made repeatedly and urgently and we urge the Labour Party to continue to 

push for a significantly earlier de-carbonisation date. There are worrying reports at the moment 

that the Labour Party is currently reviewing its own decarbonisation target. To abandon an 

equitable framework would be to become complicit in the death and displacement of millions of 

people, and we urge you to not go down this route. The Labour Party must be calling the 

Government out on this at every opportunity. In the meantime, we must commission various 

models to achieve net zero carbon emissions by 2030.  

In terms of further points, we believe carbon allowances should be explored (based on the 2018 

Paris Budget). Every purchase should have a financial cost and a carbon cost - people could then 

decide how to spend their carbon allowance. This could be made non-tradeable, to be more 

equitable. 

We also believe that the tax system needs to be seriously overhauled. Companies who commit 

human rights abuses should be instantly delisted from the London Stock Exchange and we should 

continue to push for international ecocide law. Companies should be fined and prosecuted for 

their environmental crimes.  

The Labour Party also needs to do more work on what a warmer world will look like. We are 

currently on course for runaway climate breakdown which will potentially result in the death and 

displacement of hundreds of millions of people. We need to make sure that the United Kingdom 

is supporting friends across borders and protecting human rights across the globe. We have to 

be a welcoming place for refugees. 

Finally, the United Kingdom is responsible for a huge proportion of historic global emissions and 

we have a huge debt to the entire world. Our finance system continues to wreak pain and 

suffering on millions of people. We need to urgently address the legacies of our colonial past 

and come to terms with the neo-colonial way in which global capital currently operates. We must 

recognise that the countries most vulnerable to climate breakdown are the countries who have, 

historically, contributed the least to climate and ecological emergency. We must start seriously 

talking about reparations. We must advocate global debt cancellations and start educating 

people about the human rights abuses currently being carried out by UK companies. Ultimately, 

this requires a huge paradigm shift. It will only be achieved by a party that is devoutly anti-racist, 

internationalist, and committed to human rights. 
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