
 

 

Ban Hikvision from London’s surveillance network 

Summary of the campaign 

• Human Rights Watch has found that Hikvision is one of the principal Chinese companies 

involved in the construction of China’s surveillance state and the detention camps that hold 

over a million Uyghurs in Xinjiang.  

• On 7th October 2019 and 3rd June 2021, the US Government banned Hikvision from the USA, 

putting the company on a sanctions list. The list specifically cites Hikvision as providing 

surveillance technology and defence and other related material to the PRC.   

• The South Australian Government has committed to removing Hikvision cameras from all 

government, military, police, health and education buildings citing national security concerns 

that the cameras contain a backdoor which could allow the Chinese Government to access 

footage. 

• According to public documents Hikvision sold drones and other accessory equipment to the 

Chinese air force in 2019 and was considered a top tier supplier to the People’s Liberation 

Army in 2014.   

• A recent Freedom of Information Request found that half of London councils use surveillance 

equipment and software from Hikvision. Those councils include: Bexley, Camden, Croydon, 

Greenwich, Hammersmith & Fulham, Harrow, Havering, Hillingdon, Hounslow, Islington, 

Kingston Upon Thames, Redbridge, Sutton, Wandsworth, and Westminster.1 

• It is abhorrent that UK local government contracts and taxpayer money is going to a company 

complicit in gross human rights violations. At a time when the USA and the South Australian 

Governments are removing Hikvision cameras and barring them from their surveillance 

networks, London councils should not be supporting their continued and expanded presence 

in our local communities.  

We urge councillors to oppose the continued participation of Hikvision in London’s surveillance 

network.  

Councils should pass motions banning Hikvision and outlining a timetable for the removal of their 

equipment and software from London’s surveillance network as a matter of urgency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 https://www.top10vpn.com/research/investigations/uk-video-surveillance-investigation/ 



 

 

Hikvision 

Human Rights Watch has found that Hikvision is one of the principal Chinese companies involved in 

the construction of China’s surveillance state and the camps that house over a million Uyghurs in 

Xinjiang.2 

Founded in 2001, Hikvision has been a supplier to hundreds of government-led surveillance projects 

in major cities including Shanghai, Hangzhou and Urumqi providing facial recognition cameras and 

biometric software. Around 42 per cent of the company is controlled by Chinese state-owned 

enterprises, with China Electronics Technology HIK Group owning 39.6 per cent of the company as 

the biggest shareholder.3  

Involvement in the persecution of the Uyghurs 

In 2017, Hikvision entered into five public-private partnerships with the authorities in Xinjiang, worth 

a combined total of approximately CNY 1.86 billion. The projects involve the production, installation, 

operation and maintenance of surveillance systems. The company confirmed the projects in its half-

year report for 2019, which it has committed to operate and maintain for a period ranging from 11-

21 years.4  

The Financial Times reported in 2018 that Hikvision’s facial recognition cameras were to be placed at 

967 mosques in Xinjiang.5 Reuters news agency also recently revealed that Hikvision has registered 

patents for facial recognition cameras that ‘can detect, track, and monitor Uyghurs’ going as far back 

as 2017.6  

The Norway Council of Ethics has described Hikvision’s involvement in human rights abuses taking 

place in Xinjiang as “ongoing”, with the company refusing to release any information on what it is 

doing to avoid involvement in on going human rights abuse against the Uyghurs.7 

In 2019, the US Government blacklisted Hikvision from the USA alongside a number of Chinese 

companies complicit in the persecution and human rights violations against the Uyghurs. A year 

later, Hikvision was put on a US entities list which bans US investment in the company.8 

On 3rd June 2021, President Biden expanded the US entities list to add a further 59 Chinese 

companies. The entities list specifically cites Hikvision as providing surveillance technology and 

defence and other related material to the PRC.9  

 
2 https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/22/world/asia/china-surveillance-xinjiang.html 
3 https://www.scmp.com/tech/big-tech/article/2185123/heres-what-you-need-know-about-hikvision-camera-
maker-behind-chinas 
4https://d1tzzns6d79su2.cloudfront.net/uploads/embedded_file/4e20e1c7e36f45b1bc4d4ff8e9c64acfcf89f5c
4f779b353035ee03e9642175c/bac9cd2a-4b1c-4193-add4-7202d6540b5a.pdf 
5 https://www.ft.com/content/c610c88a-8a57-11e8-bf9e-8771d5404543 
6 https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-tech-uighurs-idUSKBN29I300 
7https://d1tzzns6d79su2.cloudfront.net/uploads/embedded_file/4e20e1c7e36f45b1bc4d4ff8e9c64acfcf89f5c
4f779b353035ee03e9642175c/bac9cd2a-4b1c-4193-add4-7202d6540b5a.pdf 
8 https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-china-contracting/u-s-federal-contract-ban-takes-effect-for-
companies-using-products-from-huawei-others-idINKCN25928Y 
9 https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/06/03/fact-sheet-executive-order-
addressing-the-threat-from-securities-investments-that-finance-certain-companies-of-the-peoples-republic-of-
china/ 



 

 

Security concerns 

Both the US and the Australian governments have raised concerns that Hikvision cameras contain a 

backdoor which could allow the Chinese Government to access footage, creating a substantial 

security risk10.  

The Wall Street Journal reported on 25th May 2021, that according to public documents Hikvision 

sold drones and other accessory equipment to the Chinese air force in 2019 and was considered a 

top tier supplier to the People’s Liberation Army in 2014.11  

Following the US ban on Hikvision, the South Australia Government announced that it would remove 

all Hikvision cameras from all government, military, police, health and education buildings.12  

Recommendations 

It is abhorrent that UK local government contracts and taxpayer money is going to a company 

complicit in gross human rights violations. At a time when the US and the South Australian 

Governments are removing Hikvision cameras and barring them from their surveillance networks, 

London councils should not be supporting their continued and expanded presence in our local 

communities.  

We urge councillors to oppose the continued participation of Hikvision in London’s surveillance 

network.  

Councils should pass motions banning Hikvision and outlining a timetable for the removal of their 

surveillance equipment and software from London’s surveillance network as a matter of urgency.  

 

 
10 https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-370755A1.pdf & 
https://www.natlawreview.com/article/watching-me-watching-you-chinese-surveillance-cameras-banned-
south-australia-amidst 
11 https://www.wsj.com/articles/chinese-surveillance-gear-maker-hikvision-has-ties-to-countrys-military-
report-says-11621941983 
12 https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/chinese-cameras-removed-out-of-security-concerns-20200121-
p53t7u.html 

https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-370755A1.pdf

