
Log Cabin Republicans 
‘winning war of ideas’
e by marco a. roberts

In reading Ms. D’Anne Witkowski’s 
smug broadside “Creep of the Week: 

Log Cabin Republicans” (Op-Ed, March 
9), we at Log Cabin Republicans had 
to wonder just what exactly is it that 
we do that moved her to smear us 
with her pen, and labels us “creeps”?

Does it creep her out that Log 
Cabin Republicans successfully fi led 
suit in against the government, in Log 
Cabin Republicans v. United States, 
to end the military’s “Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell” policy instituted by the 
Clinton administration—that’s Clinton 
administration—and paved the way for 
the policy’s eventual repeal in 2010?

Does it creep her out that the Log 
Cabin Republicans members in the 
red state of Utah for years worked 
on legislation that was passed by 
Republicans in 2015 that specifi cally 
protects GLBT people from unfair 
employment discrimination? 

Or, is she annoyed because, since 
every single elected state-wide o§  ce 
in Texas is held by a Republican, Log 
Cabin Republicans members spend 
hundreds of hours of their personal 
time to make sure GLBT interests 
are heard and understood in Austin? 
Does it make it worse for her that 
these Log Cabin Republicans do this 
not just in Texas, but in all the red 
states that carpet the center of the 
country from Arizona to Ohio?

Maybe it creeps her out that Log 
Cabin Republicans members take on 
this task every day across the country, 
hour by hour securing each and every 
tiny hard fought inch, year after year, 
without regard to the taunts and 
ridicule we know will never cease from 
Democrat Witkowskis everywhere?

Perhaps it bothers her that Log 
Cabin Republicans members, most just 
middle class Americans of no special 
means, do all this work as unpaid 
volunteers, using their personal money, 
their vacation time, forgoing parties 
and time with friends and family, 
without any  expectation of thanks 
from anyone—knowing full well the 
likes of D’Anne Witowski are legion?

Ms. Witkowski makes much of 
the position of current Republicans 
regarding the court-settled issue 
of same-sex marriage, as if the one 
issue alone should override all 
others like terrorism, unemployment, 
stagnant wages, and defi cits that can 
bankrupt the country. Yet, there is 
no sign the same position on same-
sex marriage stopped her from 
voting Democrat in 2008 or 2012.

The Republican Party is 
transforming, and is beginning to 
formally take steps towards changing 
its stance on Log Cabin Republicans 
and the issues we advocate. For 
example, last year the California 
Republican Party recently voted to 

charter Log Cabin Republicans of 
California in a landslide 861-293 vote 
as an o§  cial a§  liate of the state GOP. 
This year for the fi rst time Log Cabin 
Republicans were welcomed as full-
fl edged Participating Sponsors of 
the annual, high profi le Conservative 
Political Action Conference (CPAC). 
In Houston, Republican members 
of Congress, state representatives, 
and top Republican County o§  cials 
have defi ed extremists and have 
headlined fundraisers for Log Cabin 
Republicans of Houston. Meanwhile, 
a 2014 poll from the Pew Research 
Center found that 61 percent of 
Republicans under the age of 30 
support same-sex marriage. 

All of this is not happening in a 
vacuum. It is happening because of 
the e¡ orts of Log Cabin Republicans 
members everywhere, many of 
them who will never be publicly 
acknowledged nor personally 
rewarded in any way other than 
by knowing they worked for what 
they believed to be right. And, it is 
happening despite Ms. Witkowski.

Maybe what really bothers the likes 
of Ms. Witkowski, what scares her, is 
the notion that Log Cabin Republicans 
might succeed. That little by little, 
with each tiny victory and quiet, 
unheralded success, ignored, mocked 
or demeaned by the grand poobahs 
of the dominant left-leaning media, 
Log Cabin Republicans over time 
actually wins the war of ideas, and 
achieves a more principled alignment 
within the Republican Party of its 
stated commitment to the idea of 
limited government, freedom of belief 
and conscience, of the fundamental 
value of the autonomous, self-reliant 
individual, and what it means to 
possess true personal independence.

What would happen then to Ms. 
Witkowski’s perpetual call to the 
GLBT community that the only way to 
salvation is through the heavy hand 
of the state? What would become 
of her wails that only through high 
taxes, a large bureaucracy, and the 
growing presence of a ‘big brother’ 
government measuring, inspecting, 
and controlling every aspect of our 
lives can we reach GLBT nirvana?

  If this is what is getting 
under Ms. Witkowski‘s skin, what is 
making her break out in a nervous 
sweat in the middle of the night, then 
she is right to worry. If her fervent 
goal is to make sure that GLBT folks 
always see a bloated, totalitarian, and 
over-bearing nanny state as the only 
option for sexual minorities of all 
kinds, then Log Cabin Republicans 
should be giving her the creeps.

Marco A. Roberts is president of Log Cabin Republicans of 
Houston. For more information, visit www.logcabinhouston.org
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