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February 2022

Dear Resident,

Lib Dems call for Local Plan to be withdrawn.
On 10th February our Conservative District Councillors will be voting on the proposed Local Plan.
They will be voting on whether the local plan should proceed to the final stage of the process.

The Liberal Democrat team in Billericay West believe the local plan should be withdrawn and that
our local councillors should not vote to progress the plan as it is. Since 2018, we have
campaigned across our local area for improved infrastructure proposals in the plan and for
councillors to actually engage with local residents to listen to their concerns. This has not
happened.

Whilst successive Conservative and Labour administrations have overseen this local plan, we
have challenged the lack of suitable infrastructure and the lack of engagement with local
residents. From our conversations with residents on the doorstep, we know that some of the
main concerns are over the lack of infrastructure and new service provision in the proposals, as
well as the lack of constructive engagement with local residents. It is time to scrap the current
plan and start again, consulting with local residents to develop a plan that works.

In response we have seen voters across Billericay West moving their support to back me, as the
local Liberal Democrat candidate in the last two local elections. Last May (2021), I was honoured
to receive 45% of the vote in Billericay West. I have been reselected by the local party and will be
standing again in May to keep fighting for local residents on this issue as a clear alternative to the
Conservatives.

As the Conservatives nationally and locally let down local residents, it is time to end what has
been almost 30 years of uninterrupted Conservative rule in Billericay which has led to residents
concerns being sidestepped and ignored. In our view, it is the lack of engagement from our
representatives and the absence of an alternative (until recently) which has led to them
overseeing the creation of this botched local plan.

Whilst it is good that some Conservative councillors are voicing misgivings, we question why this
has only occurred to them at this late stage and shortly ahead of the May local elections. We
hope that the combined pressure of local residents and various groups across Billericay can get
them to put these words into action and vote to withdraw the plan.

Sign our petition to stop this plan at www.btlibdems.co.uk/stoptheplan. Also, please email the
conservative councillors before February 10th and urge them to vote to withdraw this plan.

We believe Billericay deserves better than the botched plan we've been offered so far.

Yours,

Edward Sainsbury
Liberal Democrat campaigner for Billericay West
On behalf ot the local Liberal Democrat team.

PS: As you may know, the local Lib Dem team has a newsletter to keep people updated on
local issues. If you would like to receive this, go to www.btlibdems.co.uk/newsletter and sign
up to receive our updates.


