
The Conservatives want to
scrap the Human Rights
Act.

The Liberal Democrats are
fighting their plans.

Human Rights
are

Your Rights

The Human Rights Act is a piece of law that
guarantees human rights in Britain. The Act
protects anyone who lives in the UK.

The Act incorporates the European Convention on
Human Rights into British law. This means that if

someone has a complaint under human rights law
they can get justice from British courts.

The act also requires all public bodies - including
central government,  the police, NHS, and local
councils - to abide by these human rights.

The European Convention on Human Rights
(ECHR) is an agreement that all countries in
Europe will respect Human Rights. It was drawn
up in the aftermath of  World War II.

The Convention was inspired by
Winston Churchill and drafted by
British lawyers.

The ECHR protects 15 basic rights, and created a
European Court of Human Rights. Any country
which is a member of the Convention must
uphold these rights, and its residents can take
their case to the European Court if they believe
their rights are being infringed.

The ECHR has nothing to do with the EU. 47
countries are members: every country in Europe
(inlcuding non EU states such as Turkey and
Russia) is a member, with the exception of
Belarus.

In 2012, the European Court of Human Rights
made just 12 judgements against the UK
government. In contrast 134 judgements were
made against Russia, and 123 against Turkey.

For many people in Europe the
European Court of Human Rights is
their only hope for justice.

What is the Human Rights Act?

How does it work?

The Human Rights Act protects us all. It allows
people to challenge authorities if their rights are
abused, and to challenge laws which infringe on
human rights.

The Act has been used in the UK to challenge
failures by the police to properly investigate crimes,

to stop police retaining the DNA of innocent
people, to challenge a local council which spied on
a family, and to stop councils splitting up elderly
couples when they need care.

The Act is a powerful, important way of seeking
justice when the authorities get things wrong.

What is the European Convention on Human Rights?

Join our campaign to protect human rights:
www.bathlibdems.org.uk/humanrights

@bathnesld



We’re calling on local Conservative MPs Ben Howlett (Bath) and Jacob
Rees-Mogg (North-East Somerset) to protect our human rights. You can
sign our petition online at: bathlibdems.org.uk/humanrights

Your Human Rights

� Right to life
� Right not to be tortured or subjected to

inhumane treatment
� Right not to be held as a slave
� Right to liberty and security of the person
� Right to a fair trial
� Right not be retrospectively convicted for a

crime
� Right to a private and family life

� Right to freedom of thought, conscience and
religion

� Right to freedom of expression
� Right to freedom of assembly and association
� Right to marriage, right to an effective remedy
� Right not to be discriminated against
� Right to the peaceful enjoyment of one’s

property
� Right to an education
� Right to free and fair elections

The Conservatives’ plans to attack Human Rights

Scrap the Human Rights Act
and replace with a watered-

down Bill of Rights and
Responsibilities.

Limit the use of human
rights laws to ‘the most

serious cases’.

Leave the European
Convention on Human

Rights.

The Conservatives’ plans would give the
Government the power to decide when, and to
whom, human rights laws should apply. This
would undermine the principle of universal human
rights, and could prevent people from challenging
infringements of their rights.

Leaving the European Convention could leave
British citizens with no means to seek justice if
their human rights are violated. We would join the

dictatorship of Belarus as the only European
country not a part of the European Convention on
Human Rights.

Leaving the European Convention would damage
our international credibility. It could also seriously
damage Europe’s system for protecting human
rights: other countries with less respectable
records would follow, with serious consequences
for their citizens.

Sign the petition

Join us

How you can help save the Human Rights Act

Write to your MP

At the core of human rights legislation are 15 fundamental rights, intended to protect the freedom and
dignity of everyone. Would you be willing to give up any of these rights?

You can write to your MP, explaining why you don’t want them to give
away your human rights. The Government has a small majority, and it will
only take a handful of Conservative rebels to defeat their plans.

Liberal Democrats are leading the fight to protect human rights. Over
16500 people have joined the Liberal Democrats since the election. You
can support our work and get involved by joining us. Membership starts at
just £12. Go to: libdems.org.uk/join_us
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