
On 2nd May, vote Lib Dem to 
DEMAND BETTER

It’s time for change.
And you can make it happen.

A listening council that acts for 
residents

Making it easier and quicker to 
travel around

Homes that people can afford 
in the places people want

A thriving city that’s safe and 
clean

Leading the fight against 
pollution and climate change
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Across Bath and North East Somerset our communities are being 
neglected. Whether that is in Bath, where local people feel they are 
being left out of the conversation about their city, or in North East 
Somerset, where towns and villages are being robbed of their local 
amenities.

The Liberal Democrats cannot and will not let this situation continue.

This manifesto has been the most inclusive ever run by any party 
in B&NES. We surveyed people, developed ideas, and then asked 
residents to feed into the manifesto. Those policy ideas have driven 
this manifesto, which we are proud to stand on at May’s elections.

The Liberal Democrats have an ambitious set of policies 
underpinning this vision. We will help wrestle our roads back from 
polluting traffic, reshape housing here so it supports local people, 
and work with communities to develop them so everyone can live 
their best life.

A NEW DAWN FOR B&NES



We have a great, diverse set of Council candidates; people, not 
politicians, who are ready to step up and bring fresh thinking to their 
community to bravely tackle longstanding issues like transport, housing 
and the environment.

While many have never been on the Council before, we also have 
experienced community champions who know how to keep our 
promises.

They’re mothers and fathers and business leaders and teachers.

They’re charity workers and ex-services and doctors and lecturers. 

They’re people who care about the community.

They’re people like you. 

And they’ll stand up for people like you.



Demand better on transport and pollution
Easier travel and cleaner air
We will achieve our aims by:

1. Cleaning up Bath’s air and taking urgent action 
to combat pollution in North East Somerset
This will include a clean air zone that addresses the 
serious flaw in the current plans. We will also work to 
ensure this tackled regionally. We will limit access to 
Bath’s City Centre so that the vehicles that need to be 
there can get in.

2. Tackling congestion, speeding and rat-running 
across B&NES
We will use best practice, like Low Traffic 
Neighbourhoods, to stop cars speeding through our 
residential streets. We will not allow huge Park and 
Rides to blot our flood plains but will explore other 
ways to reduce traffic. 

3. Helping people get around by walking, cycling 
and public transport as an alternative to the use of 
private vehicles
We will make it as easy as possible for people to 
choose not use their car. We will continue to work 
towards a better public transport system, including 
restring rural buses and a station at Saltford. We will 
also invest fully in walking and cycling infrastructure.



Demand better on housing 
Decent homes that people can afford
We will achieve our aims by:

1. Getting more truly affordable housing built 
where it is supported, including social housing
We will only solve the housing crisis by working with 
communities to get the right housing built, in the 
right place, with the right infrastructure. We will stop 
developers from making secret deals to wriggle out of 
building affordable housing.

2. Continuing to improve the quality of rented 
housing and tackle rogue landlords
We will use the powers of the Council to pursue rogue 
landlords and extend the HMO licensing scheme 
to cover more of the district. We will also work with 
the Student Community Partnership to make sure 
students understand the rights they have, but also the 
responsibilities they have to the wider community.

3. Making our housing stock amongst the greenest 
in the UK
The old housing stock in B&NES is not environmentally 
friendly and is leaving vulnerable residents in fuel 
poverty. We will support residents to improve their 
homes through retrofitting. We will also tighten 
regulations on the fuel efficiency of new homes. 



Demand better from your council 
Listening to residents and putting them first
We will achieve our aims by:

1. Opening up the council to make sure the people 
in charge hear your voice
We will hold regular social media sessions where local 
people can ask the Cabinet questions. We will also 
make sure the council introduces measures to hear 
from younger residents about the issues that affect 
their future.

2. Letting residents, parish councils and other 
bodies make decisions to get better outcomes
We will make sure the council gives local people a 
bigger say. We will radically change how the council 
makes decisions, including the use of a Citizen’s 
Jury. We will work with parish councils and resident’s 
associations to investigate how we can make 
democracy work for local people.

3. Making the council more transparent and 
responsive
We will end the closed-door culture of the current 
council. We will extend the webcasting of meetings so 
that local people can see what the council is doing in 
their area. We will also overhaul how, where and when 
meetings take place to better allow public involvement.



Demand better for the environment
Aiming for zero carbon
We will achieve our aims by:

1. The council reducing or eliminating carbon 
emissions in all our own actions and decisions
We will implement a clear carbon reduction plan for 
the Council’s own activity, this will include climate 
impact assessments in all council decisions, changes 
to where the Council spends its money to favour zero 
carbon, and reductions in the amount of travel.

2. Using and adapting our planning policies to push 
low carbon developments throughout the district
We will strengthen carbon reduction policies in the 
Local Plan so that all new developments achieve zero 
carbon. We will also tackle the need for more energy 
efficient retrofitting.

3. Enabling residents and businesses to achieve low 
carbon in their own activities through education 
and information
We will lead a shift in the way the community in 
B&NES thinks about climate change. We will work with 
partners in the business community to address urgent 
needs, such as the elimination of single use plastic. We 
will also work with schools and community groups to 
proactively promote carbon reduction.



Demand better on health and social care
Supporting a better life for all

We will use our preventative services to support the 
local NHS and stop people reaching a crisis that means 
they need to go into hospital. We will bring services 
back in house where it is practical and financially viable 
to do so. We will also make sure that the awarding of 
contracts is as transparent as possible.

Demand better for young people 
Invest in children, invest in the future

We will focus on protecting preventative services, 
like children’s centres, youth services and sexual and 
mental health services. We will work with the NHS to 
make sure that funding on children’s mental health 
provision is no longer so grossly underfunded.

Demand better on economy and culture 
Vibrant, successful communities

We will support the enterprise areas in Bath, 
Keynsham and the Somer Valley and oppose the loss 
of local business space. We will resist moves to close 
local post offices, banks or libraries that communities 
rely on. We will work with the cultural sector to work 
out the best way of keeping the arts in B&NES thriving.
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