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Westbury-on-Trym & Henleazeon

Do we need an elected Mayor?

The chief executive officer of Bristol
City Council left in September.  She was
Bristol’s third CEO since Marvin Rees
was elected mayor in May 2016.

Liberal Democrats are concerned
about the process leading to her
recruitment and about the payment
made to her when she left.  Graham is
organising on a petition about this.

For more details and to sign the
petition, go to:

www.taxpayersmoney.weebly.com
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“In the 2012 referendum, I voted
against having a mayor,“ says
Graham. “Only 24 per cent of the
electorate took part and 53% voted
in favour – just one in eight of all
Bristolians entitled to vote. But I gave
the new system a try
and voted in both
mayoral elections.

“My view isn’t based
solely on experience
of the two mayors
we’ve had but on the system that’s
been created.

“We have 71 elected representatives –
70 councillors and one mayor. But the
mayor holds all the power over both
policy and money. Instead of using the
skills, experience and brainpower of
70 elected people, we rely mainly on
just one.

“One person, however gifted, can’t
decide everything, and we end up with
superficial decision-making and
unelected officers wielding too much
power. Two botched consultations
over libraries by mayors Ferguson and
Rees are the result.

“It’s become a numbers game. Rather
than considering what library services
we need and creative ways of
achieving this, both mayors tried to
scale back provision to spend an
arbitrary amount of money. The same

game is now being
played with parks.

“I would like us to
return to collective
council leadership,“
says Graham, “with all

councillors having a say in important
decisions affecting Bristol residents.

“So how do we go back to a city council
where all councillors count?  An
amendment to government
legislation, sponsored by Lib Dem peer
and former Bristol council leader
Barbara Janke, means that as early as
2022 we could have a referendum to
decide whether or not to retain an
elected mayor.

“Bristol Lib Dems say we should go
ahead with this referendum – do you
agree?”

JUST 1 IN 8 BRISTOLIANS
WANTED AN ELECTED MAYOR

BRISTOL RESIDENTS MAY GET TO DECIDE WHETHER TO CONTINUE HAVING AN ELECTED MAYOR.
CAMPAIGNER GRAHAM DONALD ARGUES THAT HAVING A MAYOR HASN’T BENEFITED BRISTOL.

Working for YOU - all year round!

INSIDE:
WILL CYCLING
HELP SOLVE
BRISTOL’S
TRANSPORT CHAOS?

Elected mayor Marvin Rees and his
predecessor George Ferguson

Figures obtained by the Liberal
Democrats show that Bristol
has one of the highest numbers

of homeless young people.

It is time for Government to stop
ignoring the problem and take some
action.

In the year to the end of September,
815 young people aged 18-24 applied
for help to Bristol City Council due to
being homeless, or at risk. 190 were
subsequently declared to be statutorily
homeless, requiring local authority
assistance.

Across the country, over 45,000 young
people presented themselves to
councils for support in the past year.

Lib Dem leader Vince Cable said that
the figures revealed the hidden
homelessness crisis affecting
thousands of young people.

“It is a national scandal and the
situation is being made worse by the
government’s heartless decision to
strip young people of housing benefit,”
he commented.

 “The government must reverse cuts to
housing benefit for young people,
invest more in preventing people from
becoming homeless in the first place

and build more genuinely affordable
homes.”

Graham Donald has chaired the
management board of a local
homelessness charity and knows the
anguish caused when people of any
age do not have a proper home.  For
young people starting on adult life, it is
devastating.

The statistics are mind-blowing - seven million coffee cups are thrown away
every day in the UK and, of these, only a quarter of one per cent is recycled.

Blue Planet has highlighted the damage done to
wildlife by the plastic that results from our

throwaway habits.

Clare Campion-Smith proposed a
motion to council in December

to reduce single use cups
in council owned and
controlled venues and
to ensure that those

still used are fully
recyclable. The motion was

passed with overwhelming support.

Clare said “It is a small step but we must change
our culture to protect the future.”

815

190

815 Young People Presented as Homeless
or At Risk of Homelessness

Statutorily
Homeless

Bristol
Home of

Young Homelessness
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Bristol’s Hidden Homeless

Sleeping Rough
by Steven Lilley
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They cost the Earth

Clare Campion-Smith
and Graham Donald
at Westbury Christmas Fayre
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Theresa May says that thousands of

cancelled operations are “part of

the plan” to cope with the current

crisis in the NHS which has seen

many very sick patients stuck for

hours in ambulances and on

hospital trolleys in corridors.

Patients awaiting surgery must

continue in pain and discomfort.

The Liberal Democrats
are the only major UK
party arguing for a
referendum to ratify,
or reject, the final
Brexit deal, writes Jerry
Sandford.

It is easy to see why.  According to recent
polls, many want a chance to reject the
deal and stay in the EU. There is the
estimated divorce bill of £40 billion and
the likelihood that the UK will have to
accept the rules of the EU single market
without being able to influence those
rules, as we do now.

The Brexiteers have just seen their
dreams collide with reality. They will be
unable to honour their key pledges, such
as the £350 million a week for the NHS.

But if Britain is to be united, we cannot
ignore the seeds of discontent that
caused many to vote Leave.

We have to ask what led so many people
to think that EU immigration caused
their wage rates to fall, or that our
relatively modest financial contributions
to the EU caused the NHS to reach crisis
point.

There is no evidence that wage rates
were reduced by free movement of
labour. Real earnings have fallen
significantly ever since 2008, almost
solely as a result of the banking crisis.
That crash has also affected our ability
to fund key public services.

So the Lib Dems will continue to argue
against Brexit and to highlight how
opaque and opportunistic Labour’s
Brexit position is. But we will also focus
on ensuring that our economy and
society works for everyone.

In that way some good may come out
of the 2016 referendum result.

Our headline story about whether
to continue having an elected
mayor mentioned the city council’s
Parks Consultation -
www.bristol.gov.uk/parksconsulation
This closes on 29 January and we’d
encourage you to respond.  The
Friends of Canford Park have
prepared some ideas.  If you want
to know more contact them at
friendsofcanfordpark@gmail.com
or go to their Facebook page.

Graham recently met executives
from First Bus about late and
cancelled buses.  A detailed
account of this meeting is in Local
news for December on our web
page.  At the meeting, First Bus
admitted that service had been
poor in recent months but said that
they had taken measures to
improve matters, including
recruiting more drivers. We hope
that services will indeed get better
but, if you have a bad experience
or other comments about bus
services then please email First Bus
to complain –
james.freeman@firstgroup.com
– and copy us in so we can keep up
the pressure.

Residents are continuing to
campaign for a safe crossing in
Canford Lane.  There are regular
articles about this in the Henleaze
& Westbury Voice. Residents, with
support from Clare and Graham,
did a count of motor vehicles in
Canford Lane in the autumn.  There
was an average of 1000 vehicles
per hour. No wonder the road is so
difficult to cross!

There are more people using the
Bristol/Bath cycle path now than
ever used it when it was a

railway. This fact alone suggests we
must not forget the role that the
humble bike can play in helping us to
tackle Bristol’s twin transport-related
ills: congestion and poor air quality.

No one is suggesting that encouraging
more cycling is a panacea for all our
transport problems. Clearly there are
many who, because of their
circumstances, cannot cycle around our
city. And of course many journeys are just
too long to be done on a bike.

But encouraging more cycling must be a
key plank of the transport revolution
Bristol so desperately needs.

There is very clear evidence that London's
new safe, separated cycle lanes are highly
effective in helping people get around the
urban environment.

Recent monitoring data shows that
central London’s segregated cycle lanes
are moving five times more people per
square metre than the main carriageway.
The London super highways have caused

a 50 per cent increase in the total mileage
cycled.

Segregated cycle lanes are also,
compared to the alternatives, very cost
effective and relatively quick to build.
Re-opening train lines can cost billions
and take a decade to come to fruition.

But do people in Bristol want better cycle
routes?

In November, the results of the UK’s
biggest assessment on cycling in cities

We need a better plan than this. Liberal Democrats call for:

A cross party group to agree a consistent, long-term
approach to funding the NHS and social care.

1p in the £ on income tax to increase funding quickly.

A fair policy for the many EU workers in the NHS to give
them assurance on their rights and status in this country.

End the NHS Crisis!

Let’s pay a Penn for our NHS

Tough on Brexit, tough on the causes of Brexit
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Cycling will help solve city’s transport chaos
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The latest twist in the Labour party’s
maladministration of Bristol is the
decision to close 18 public toilets,
including Westbury’s, from the end
of January.

With less than a fortnight to go,
councillors have been told to ask
managers of local pubs and cafes to
make their own facilities available to the
public free of charge.

When councillors were first consulted
about this, they were assured no toilets
would be closed without alternatives
being provided, with the possibility of
funding being offered.

Yet another promise has been broken,
and a basic public service abandoned.

showed that  77% of Bristolians want
more protected bike routes built to make
cycling safer.  Even people who said they
never ride a bike still overwhelmingly
support them.

Overall, residents in Bristol think more
space for walking, cycling or buses is the
best way to keep their city moving, and
to improve people’s health and air quality.

The Lib Dems in Bristol championed
cycling when they led the council and
we continue to do so.

18 of Bristol’s
toilets to close

Liberal Democrats are rightly encouraging residents to sign

the petition against the excessive payments made by Mayor

Rees to the city’s former chief executive. As Graham Donald

points out in our lead story, the increasing dominance of the

mayor, backed by his one-party (Labour) cabinet, is seriously

limiting the power of councillors of all parties to challenge

his many decisions directly affecting their constituents. The

latest abuse of mayoral power is the closure of public toilets

without any health considerations or official attempt to

secure alternative facilities. Instead, councillors have been

suddenly told to ask managers of local pubs and cafes to

help out free of charge. If they do, they may perhaps be

entitled to a free pass on the mayor’s underground railway.
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