
In our budget feature, we outline the
Liberal Democrat amendment to the city
council budget – “a get out of jail free card”,
says Clare.  This amendment aimed to put
money back into the city’s services –
including parks, libraries and social care.

With half a million pounds extra for our
libraries, many could have been saved,
including Westbury Library. An extra
£750,000 for parks would have softened
the blow for Canford Park and other parks
and green spaces across the city. More
money for adaptations would have
enabled many older people to stay in their
own homes, rather than having to go into
expensive care.

At the full Council meeting on 20th

February, the Lib Dem amendment was

supported by other parties, but voted
down by the Labour majority.

Labour chose to borrow an unnecessary
£50 million, which they intend to put aside
– for unspecified contingencies – thus
increasing the city's debt, while slashing
services for Bristol's residents.

Liberal Democrat Campaigner, Graham
Donald adds, “The Mayor was given a
lifeline to save our libraries – with
Government money for a review to devise
new ways of running the service and keep
more libraries open. He and his cabinet
rejected this opportunity.

“Now, he has had a second chance, but he
has blown it. Instead, he and Bristol
Labour Party have chosen political

posturing over the needs of residents.
Services people rely on have been
sacrificed so Bristol socialists can make
political points.”
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to save Westbury Library
Bristol City Council have missed yet another chance to save Westbury Library,
says Liberal Democrat councillor Clare Campion-Smith, who criticised Mayor Rees’
“cavalier attitude” to our libraries in her budget speech.

BY STEPHEN WILLIAMS
We have less than a year left for the
government to negotiate a Brexit deal.
Theresa May’s government has wasted
most of the time since the June 2016
referendum trying to find a formula that
will unite her party.

We know that she intends to leave both
the EU Single Market and the Customs
Union.  This is the most extreme form of

Brexit, with fewer links to our closest
neighbours than Norway, Switzerland or
Turkey.   But we don’t know yet what sort
of new future relationship she wants.  The
economy is flying blind to an unknown
destination.

The outcome is critical to the future of
greater Bristol. Over 30,000 EU nationals
live in the area, many working in key
industries, such as aerospace, or in the
NHS and other public services.  Our four
universities have EU nationals among their
academic staff and there are thousands of
EU students at both undergraduate and
post-graduate level.  Many research
programmes are dependent on this
international mix of brain power. The
government should guarantee their right
to remain indefinitely in Britain,
irrespective of the outcome of the
negotiations. There are alarming signs

already that many now feel unwelcome in
Britain.  If many leave and few arrive to
replace them, it will be disastrous for
Bristol.

Liberal Democrats are ready to work with
like-minded pro Europeans in other
parties to persuade the government to
change course and negotiate the closest
possible relationship with our European
friends. At the moment, the Corbyn led
Labour party prefer to follow the
government. We hope they change their
minds soon.

Liberal Democrats are clear that once
there is a final deal, it should be put to
the people for a vote.  The public started
the journey so only the public can decide
whether to finish it in the way Mrs May
recommends.

Mrs May’s Brexit will damage Bristol
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In our budget feature, we outline the
Liberal Democrat amendment to the city
council budget.  This amendment aimed
to put money back into the budget – for
parks, libraries, and social care, as well as
£100,000 for local community projects
such as a Canford Lane crossing.

With half a million pounds extra for our
libraries many could have been saved,
including Westbury Library. An extra
£750,000 for parks would have softened
the blow for Canford Park and other parks
and green spaces across the city. More
money for adaptations would have
enabled many older people to stay in their
own homes, rather than having to go into
expensive care.

At the full Council meeting on 20th

February, the Lib Dem amendment was
supported by other parties, but voted

down by the Labour majority on the city
council.

Labour chose to borrow an unnecessary
£50 million, which they intend to put aside
– for unspecified contingencies – thus
increasing the city's debt, while slashing
services for Bristol's residents.

Speaking at the Council meeting, Liberal
Democrat Councillor Clare Campion-
Smith said: “We are all experiencing the
effects on our wards of removing
Neighbourhood Patnership grants.  One
effect is that we cannot fund feasibility
studies for minor traffic schemes.

“Making the crossing of Canford Lane
safer, working with residents to solve dire
parking problems in Westbury Park are all
delayed because we cannot fund the
ground work and community engagement

necessary to take them forward.   Invest
in the community – they will give good
returns for relatively small amounts.”

Sadly, Mayor Rees and Bristol Labour
party rejected this opportunity to
restore some power to local
communities.  They want to take every
decision themselves.
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 TORPEDO CANFORD LANE CROSSING
“Bristol City Council have missed a chance to put money into local highways
projects”, says Liberal Democrat campaigner Graham Donald.

BY STEPHEN WILLIAMS
We have less than a year left for the
government to negotiate a Brexit deal.
Theresa May’s government has wasted
most of the time since the June 2016
referendum trying to find a formula that
will unite her party.

We know that she intends to leave both
the EU Single Market and the Customs
Union.  This is the most extreme form of

Brexit, with fewer links to our closest
neighbours than Norway, Switzerland or
Turkey.   But we don’t know yet what sort
of new future relationship she wants.  The
economy is flying blind to an unknown
destination.

The outcome is critical to the future of
greater Bristol. Over 30,000 EU nationals
live in the area, many working in key
industries, such as aerospace, or in the
NHS and other public services.  Our four
universities have EU nationals among their
academic staff and there are thousands of
EU students at both undergraduate and
post-graduate level.  Many research
programmes are dependent on this
international mix of brain power. The
government should guarantee their right
to remain indefinitely in Britain,
irrespective of the outcome of the
negotiations. There are alarming signs

already that many now feel unwelcome in
Britain.  If many leave and few arrive to
replace them, it will be disastrous for
Bristol.

Liberal Democrats are ready to work with
like-minded pro Europeans in other
parties to persuade the government to
change course and negotiate the closest
possible relationship with our European
friends. At the moment, the Corbyn led
Labour party prefer to follow the
government. We hope they change their
minds soon.

Liberal Democrats are clear that once
there is a final deal, it should be put to
the people for a vote.  The public started
the journey so only the public can decide
whether to finish it in the way Mrs May
recommends.

Mrs May’s Brexit will damage Bristol
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Stephen Williams with campaigners
Jerry Sandford & Graham Donald
in Westbury Village

Henleaze Library appears to be safe.
Although no firm proposals have been
announced, the indications are that the
Mayor has not changed his mind about
closing 17 of the 27 libraries, but not
Henleaze.  We are keeping a careful watch
on this and will continue to campaign for
an innovative future for all the libraries.
With imagination, the service could be
grown not savaged.

Following a report from UWE on 20mph
speed limits, the Council will review the
scheme.  No practical information has
been given on how and when to make
comments, but we will keep you informed.

Emergency works by Western Power
closed off part of Etloe Road and then
blocked the junction with Berkeley Road.
They should be completed by the time you

receive this Focus.  The utility company
have located the fault in a major cable and
repaired it.  The work made life difficult for
some residents, who accept the necessity,
but needed to know what was happening
and who to contact in case of a problem.
Clare contacted the Council who made a
site visit to check correct signage was in
place and she pressed Western Power to
improve communication with residents.
Clare and Graham  welcome further
feedback from residents about what
worked well and what could be improved
so we can be proactive when major utility
works happen in the future.

Planning permission was granted recently
for a four storey car park at the Spire
Hospital.   It will provide extra car spaces,
14 spaces for the disabled, 4 electric
charging points and 68 cycle stands.  Clare

spoke at the planning meeting in support
of the proposal: we cannot keep taking out
parking provision through the Downs
Parking scheme and enlarging the Cotham
North and Redland RPZ and then bury our
heads in the sand over the consequences.
Clare also fully supported the planning
condition that the hospital should develop
a Travel Plan for staff and reduce patient
journeys.
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Parking in Westbury Park is increasingly difficult.  Any improvements will take
time and community effort to produce a plan and secure community support.
We pleaded but the Council will not fund a survey.   Neighbourhood Partnership
funding has gone and Labour councillors voted against reinstating community
grants.  We are looking at alternatives but it will be a long haul to get
improvements.

BY STEPHEN WILLIAMS
We have less than a year left for the
government to negotiate a Brexit deal.
Theresa May’s government has wasted
most of the time since the June 2016
referendum trying to find a formula that
will unite her party.

We know that she intends to leave both
the EU Single Market and the Customs
Union.  This is the most extreme form of

Brexit, with fewer links to our closest
neighbours than Norway, Switzerland or
Turkey.   But we don’t know yet what sort
of new future relationship she wants.  The
economy is flying blind to an unknown
destination.

The outcome is critical to the future of
greater Bristol. Over 30,000 EU nationals
live in the area, many working in key
industries, such as aerospace, or in the
NHS and other public services.  Our four
universities have EU nationals among their
academic staff and there are thousands of
EU students at both undergraduate and
post-graduate level.  Many research
programmes are dependent on this
international mix of brain power. The
government should guarantee their right
to remain indefinitely in Britain,
irrespective of the outcome of the
negotiations. There are alarming signs

already that many now feel unwelcome in
Britain.  If many leave and few arrive to
replace them, it will be disastrous for
Bristol.

Liberal Democrats are ready to work with
like-minded pro Europeans in other
parties to persuade the government to
change course and negotiate the closest
possible relationship with our European
friends. At the moment, the Corbyn led
Labour party prefer to follow the
government. We hope they change their
minds soon.

Liberal Democrats are clear that once
there is a final deal, it should be put to
the people for a vote.  The public started
the journey so only the public can decide
whether to finish it in the way Mrs May
recommends.

Mrs May’s Brexit will damage Bristol
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Council refuses to fund parking survey
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Parking in Henleaze is increasingly
difficult. Any improvements will take time
and community effort to produce a plan
and secure community support.  We
pleaded but the Council will not fund a
survey.   Neighbourhood Partnership
funding has gone and Labour councillors
voted against reinstating community
grants.  We are looking at alternatives but
it will be a long haul to get improvements.

Work is due to start on upgrading the
Wellington Hill West pedestrian crossing
in the first week of March and should take
6-8 weeks.   It is part of the Southmead
Quietway and is funded from the Cycling
Ambition Fund - a Department for
Transport grant.  It has been a long time
coming but should provide a safer crossing
for children and families travelling to and
from school and for local neighbours and
cyclists.

There is good news on Old Quarry Park.
After many months, work has started and
the hard landscaping should be completed
by Easter.  The RSPB will be supplying bird
boxes and planting of bulbs and wild
flowers will be done in autumn.   The
changes are funded by Community
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) and will give OQP
a more sensory element without altering
its character.

Following a report from UWE on 20mph
speed limits, the Council will review the
scheme.  No practical information has
been given on how and when to make
comments, but we will keep you informed.

Planning permission was granted recently
for a four storey car park at the Spire
Hospital.   It will provide extra car spaces,
14 spaces for the disabled, 4 electric
charging points and 68 cycle stands.  Clare

spoke at the planning meeting in support
of the proposal: we cannot keep taking out
parking provision through the Downs
Parking scheme and enlarging the Cotham
North and Redland RPZ and then bury our
heads in the sand over the consequences.
Clare also fully supported the planning
condition that the hospital should develop
a Travel Plan for staff and reduce patient
journeys.
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But seventeen libraries will close
Henleaze Library appears to be safe.  Although no firm proposals have been
announced, the indications are that the Mayor has not changed his mind about
closing 17 of the 27 libraries, but not Henleaze.  We are keeping a careful watch
on this and will continue to campaign for an innovative future for all the libraries.
With imagination, the service could be grown not savaged.

BY STEPHEN WILLIAMS
We have less than a year left for the
government to negotiate a Brexit deal.
Theresa May’s government has wasted
most of the time since the June 2016
referendum trying to find a formula that
will unite her party.

We know that she intends to leave both
the EU Single Market and the Customs
Union.  This is the most extreme form of

Brexit, with fewer links to our closest
neighbours than Norway, Switzerland or
Turkey.   But we don’t know yet what sort
of new future relationship she wants.  The
economy is flying blind to an unknown
destination.

The outcome is critical to the future of
greater Bristol. Over 30,000 EU nationals
live in the area, many working in key
industries, such as aerospace, or in the
NHS and other public services.  Our four
universities have EU nationals among their
academic staff and there are thousands of
EU students at both undergraduate and
post-graduate level.  Many research
programmes are dependent on this
international mix of brain power. The
government should guarantee their right
to remain indefinitely in Britain,
irrespective of the outcome of the
negotiations. There are alarming signs

already that many now feel unwelcome in
Britain.  If many leave and few arrive to
replace them, it will be disastrous for
Bristol.

Liberal Democrats are ready to work with
like-minded pro Europeans in other
parties to persuade the government to
change course and negotiate the closest
possible relationship with our European
friends. At the moment, the Corbyn led
Labour party prefer to follow the
government. We hope they change their
minds soon.

Liberal Democrats are clear that once
there is a final deal, it should be put to
the people for a vote.  The public started
the journey so only the public can decide
whether to finish it in the way Mrs May
recommends.

Mrs May’s Brexit will damage Bristol
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Labour councillors have voted
unanimously for the Mayor's budget
which will see further major cuts to
essential services.

Austerity cuts forced on Bristol by the
Conservative Government are a major
cause. But Lib Dem councillors proposed
ways to reduce cuts and save essential
services. Remarkably these measures
were voted down by Labour councillors.

Local Government has now faced 9 years
of reductions in government funding,
starting under Gordon Brown’s Labour
Government. Many experts agree that
local government has done its bit to find
savings.

Liberal Democrat councillors proposed an
amendment - one of the largest in Bristol's
history, which would have reduced the
Mayor's demand for more borrowing to
support an unnecessary and costly capital
contingency, and instead reinvest in parks,
libraries and new school places.

Bristol Lib Dems, joined by members of
other parties, attacked the Mayor's plan
to borrow £50m, which would require
repayments to be made until 2072, for
what was described as a contingency even
though the council already holds very
large reserves and contingencies.

Liberal Democrats also spotted that the
Mayor's budget had miscalculated the
income from a developer tax (CIL or
Community Infrastructure Levy) and
under-counted this by over £10m.
Reducing borrowing and capital financing
and redirecting that money back into

parks, libraries and social care, the Lib
Dem amendment secured support from
across the political spectrum - with the
exception of Labour councillors. Instead
they proceeded to agree cuts of £35m,
cutting far deeper than needed.

Liberal Democrat councillors appealed to
Labour members to put residents before
political manoeuvring and accept that
service cuts could be reduced through
prudent budget management. Sadly
Labour councillors refused to listen.

"Like many councillors I have always felt
our first duty is to our residents and our
city rather than following blindly political
orders or dogma" says Cllr Clare Campion-
Smith. "I am very disappointed that
Labour councillors lacked the courage to
accept an alternative way to save local
services from unnecessary cuts."

Previous budget meetings have seen
sensible fiscal changes proposed by
Liberal Democrat councillors voted down
by Labour only to be adopted by the
council’s finance officers several months
later. Liberal Democrat councillors hope
that this may be the case again, although
it will be too late to save many of Bristol’s
services from severe cuts.

Also during the budget debate Liberal
Democrat councillors helped stop
proposals from the Conservative group
which would hit Bristol’s poorest
residents with massive increases in
council tax bills. The Conservative plan
to drastically cut the council tax reduction
scheme (which discounts the council tax
that is paid by the poorest households,
including disabled and elderly residents and
those on low pay) was thankfully blocked.
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BRISTOL’S BARMY BUDGET
– Labour borrow £50 million and cut £35 million –

CLLR CLARE CAMPION-SMITHCLLR CLARE CAMPION-SMITH

       To fund the fund,
you will borrow,

To fund the borrowing,
you will cut services.

                 - Cllr Clare Campion-Smith

“ “

Mayor’s £70,000 MYSTERY PAYMENT
Mayor Marvin won’t

say why Bristol’s
 former CEO

left with a
£70,000 pay-out.

www.taxpayersmoney.weebly.com

Want answers?
Sign the Petition!
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