
Channel 4’s recent series ‘Old
People's Home for 4 Year Olds’
turned social isolation into
moments of joy as older people
and toddlers mingled.

Volunteers from Westbury-on-Trym
were helped to find a better quality
of life and improve their mental and
physical health. The message was,
prevention is better than cure.

But with money short and Brexit
distracting our weak Conservative
government, is their positive
experience nothing but a TV dream?
Government decision-makers are
rushing to stop essential frontline
services collapsing. Staff at crisis-hit
Southmead Hospital say they are
‘on their knees’ (Evening Post, 9 Jan).
And Bristol City Council’s Labour
leadership still presses ahead with
budget cuts, now taking away
money for housing adaptations like

stairlifts and downstairs toilets that
could reduce hospital and care-
home admissions. Prevention is not
happening. The cost comes back on
the council.

Nationally, only the Lib Dems have
the longterm plans that will open-
up preventative projects like the
Channel 4 series to more than just
a few people. The party is proposing
a national 1% income tax increase,
dedicated to health and care. Vince
Cable is also considering funding
future NHS and social care
spending from one combined tax,

which would be set by independent
adjudicators.

Lib Dem Councillor Clare Campion-
Smith says, “We need a vision for
health and care which can survive
changes of government, and to be
honest about where taxes are
going. It’s simple: people will be
happy to contribute more if they
trust the system.”

Prevention is better than cure.

Let’s see if we can have notices at
the end of the M32 reminding
drivers to switch off their engines.

Many residents welcome the City
Council’s plans for “A Clean Air Plan
for Bristol”.

One Westbury resident commented
to Graham about the harmful
effects on public health of motorists
leaving their vehicle engines
running when they are stationary.

He suggested having notices
erected at the end of the M32,
reminding motorists to switch off
their engines when they are
stationary. He thought this would be
simple, inexpensive, and easily
monitored. Similar notices have
been in place for many years in
Arley Hill and outside Colston’s
Primary School.

Graham asked the Mayor at the
recent Council meeting if he would

agree to have notices erected at the
end of the M32. The Mayor said
there could be legal difficulties
(there is said to be no approved sign
for this purpose) and we would
need to consult. He suggested
discussing the matter with
Councillor Mhairi Threlfall (cabinet
member for highways).

We shall follow this up and report
back.
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It is a year since Article 50 was
triggered and a year until we
leave the EU. Yet Labour and
Conservative councillors chose
not to debate the biggest issue
facing the country.

Cllr Clare Campion-Smith submitted a
motion calling on the Mayor to build
wider alliances with our MPs, West of
England Mayor and other city regions
to better understand the impact on
Bristol residents, both here and
working in Europe, and to mitigate the
negative effects.

Clare commented: ‘I am deeply
frustrated that the Brexit debate
seems stuck in the Westminster
bubble and success is measured by
whether the government can hold the
Conservative Party together and keep
the DUP on board. There is a whole
country out here that is being ignored.

‘My motion also called for a
referendum on the terms of the final

deal. The world has changed since
June 2016. Now, President Trump is in
office with a protectionist USA trade
policy, the malign and subversive
influence of President Putin is clear
and we are realising the complexity of
maintaining peace in Ireland.

“It would be foolhardy not to stop,
take stock and allow people the choice
within this changed context.

‘I am saddened that my two fellow
councillors, Cllr Radford and Cllr

Gollop voted to go home rather than

debate the impact on Bristol! Soon, it

will be too late to get the voice of local

government heard. Meanwhile, we are

all faced with rising food bills and we

see the NHS losing doctors and nurses

as a consequence of Theresa May’s

choice of the hardest Brexit option.

These are the obvious and tangible

effects on all our lives – this is why we

need meaningful debate locally.’

Please
switch off

engine
while waiting
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At the full Council meeting on 20
March, Graham’s Petition was
submitted, calling for an
independent inquiry into the
golden goodbye of £70,000 paid
to former chief executive Anna
Klonowski. The Petition had been
signed by 1824 people, many of
them in Westbury and Henleaze.

It is disappointing that such a
Petition is needed. The
circumstances reflect poorly on the
city, the city council and the mayor.
It is astounding that someone who
served as chief executive so briefly
and then left on a voluntary basis

should have received a golden
goodbye of £70,000. Worse still, this
payment was not required by the
terms of a contract. So contractual
terms were not the reason for this
payment, but no other explanation
has been offered – and it is not for
want of asking. Mistakes and
misjudgements can be made, but
history shows that trying to cover
them up makes matters worse, not
better.

Graham says, “I collected many of
these signatures myself. People
were concerned and angry, in
particular some residents told me

that it would take them several
years to earn £70,000. They find it
difficult to understand why such a
large amount could be handed out
so casually. Yet again the Labour
Party has let down those it claims
to fight for.”

We still need an independent
inquiry. This would bring the true
facts into the light, and enable us
to judge the mayor’s actions in an
informed way. At present,
rumour and speculation are rife
which is bad for the mayor, bad
for the city council and bad for
Bristol.

“Finally, residents can be
hopeful of progress with a safe
crossing for Canford Lane”, says
Lib Dem campaigner, Graham
Donald. City council officers are
working up proposals – likely to
be for two or three central
refuges, rather than a zebra
crossing.

Focus readers will remember that
the campaign for a safe crossing
for pedestrians in Canford Lane
started 2016. At full Council last
December, Graham invited Marvin
Rees to come along to Canford
Lane to see the problem for
himself. The Mayor said that he
would not be attending
personally, but suggested that
Councillor Mhairi Threlfall (cabinet

member for highways) might
attend.

Councillor Threlfall made a site
visit on 12 March to see the traffic
and meet local residents. She was
accompanied by Ed Plowden,
Sustainable Transport Service
Manager. Both came to a meeting
with local residents and walked
almost the whole length of
Canford Lane discussing the
possibilities with them, including
possible locations for safe
crossing points. The consensus of
that meeting was that Canford
Lane needs some safe crossing
points, probably in the form of
two or three central refuges
rather than a single zebra crossing.

Since that meeting, the city council
have said that Canford Lane “is
almost certain to be one of the
schemes that the Area
Engineering Team will be
recommending as a priority for
CIL investment to the Area
Committee in May.” This is
encouraging. Everyone in the
Canford Lane Crossing Campaign
now feels that their concerns have
been listened to and are on the
way to being addressed.

We look forward to seeing some
specific proposals from the city
council, and will continue to
press for early action. But we
are making progress at last!
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In past issues of Focus, we have
concentrated on the funding
crisis in our schools and the
negative impact on local
children. That remains a concern
addressed by our MPs and peers
when possible. Liberal
Democrats believe that a longer
term vision is also needed. That
is why our recent Party
Conference included a major
debate on our education policy,
which was presented in a paper
“Every Child Empowered:
Education for a changing world”.

The educational landscape has
changed dramatically over the last
10 years or so. Much is good:
teaching is of a consistently higher
standard and fewer young people
leave education with no
qualifications. But the system has
its weaknesses. Our young people
are more stressed and mental

health issues have increased.
Teacher recruitment and retention
is a worry, the curriculum has
narrowed squeezing out creativity
and inspection is not looking at the
welfare of the whole child.

Clare speaking in the debate said
‘Education is an entitlement for
every child. We must make sure
they have the right school
place, the right
curriculum and
the right
support to
prosper.

“Society must
also benefit: we
need young people with
skills to take up the
challenges of a changing
world. I believe that the policy
is a start towards better
education.

‘We need greater local
accountability to make sure that
the many different types of
schools have consistent
oversight.’

Just some of the topics
debated at the

Liberal Democrat
Spring Conference

Educational Accountability Needed

CANFORD LANE CROSSING: PROGRESS AT LAST?

BRISTOL TAXPAYERS’ MONEY PETITION:
S T A T E M E N T  B Y  G R A H A M  D O N A L D

It will be years before the Bristol Arena graces the local skyline, but at
the recent full Council meeting, Cllr Clare Campion-Smith voted in favour
of the original Temple Meads site, over the Mayor’s out of town location.

Bristol Liberal Democrats hope that a city centre arena will bring more
music and culture to the heart of Bristol, benefiting local business and
Bristol residents.

The Mayor’s lack of clarity between the Temple Meads and Filton sites
has been hugely frustrating to Bristol’s residents, and unhelpful to the
process of democratic analysis. He says he’s doing a value for money
review, but Bristol Liberal Democrats believe that building an out of town
arena will inevitably lead to more traffic and more car journeys. It is also
likely to pull hospitality, businesses and jobs out of central Bristol into
South Gloucestershire.

The final decision rests with the Mayor - hopefully he has listened
to Bristol’s Councillors, of whom a majority favoured Temple Meads.

An arena for Bristol - not South Gloucestershire

Twitter: @WOTnHLibDems


