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A message from James Cox:

When I was selected for Bristol
West, I knew we had a big task

ahead. It was daunting stepping into
the shoes of Bristol West’s first Liberal
Democrat MP, Stephen Williams,
but it was a challenge I was excited to
take on.

I have worked hard over the last 18
months to lead locally on stopping Brexit,
tackling the climate emergency, fighting
local education cuts and pushing for
transformation of mental health services.

This election was to be a key part of our
comeback. The team was ready, the
literature designed and the message –
Stop Brexit. Build a Brighter Future – could
not have been more 'Bristol West'. I
believe we would have done very well,
perhaps even surprised a few pundits on
the way.

However, sometimes there are fights
bigger than the ones in which we are
personally invested. For a long time, there
had been discussions about a ‘Unite to
Remain’ alliance; an agreement between
Liberal Democrats, Plaid Cymru, the Green
Party, the Independent Group for Change
and other independent Remain Mps. In
2017, an alliance helped us to defeat Tory
incumbents and elect Layla Moran and
Vince Cable in Oxford West & Abingdon
and Twickenham respectively. Just this
year, Plaid and the Green Party stood
down for Jane Dodds in the Brecon &
Radnorshire by-election. Jane defeated the
Tory incumbent, but only by 1,400 votes.

Because of the Remain Alliance, we had
one more crucial vote in MPs' efforts to
stop Brexit.

I first got into politics because I wanted to
change it. I continue to believe
passionately in a proportional voting
system which encourages collaboration
and coalitions. After the EU Referendum, I
was a founding member of Paddy
Ashdown’s More United because I believe
in a realignment of progressive politics in
our country to defeat the Tories and other
illiberal forces. We as a party have vowed
to do what we can to fix our broken
politics.

As part of our arrangement, we stood
aside for the Green Party in Bristol West.
Whilst I am personally disappointed, I
understand that many of our activists and
members who will be hugely disappointed
too, whether they have decades of
campaigning experience, or have been
inspired to get involved for the first time.

On behalf of the party, I am sorry, but I
hope you will understand why this
happened.

What has resulted, however, is a better
chance for the Remain cause across the
country in the fight to stop Brexit. In the
local and mayoral elections in 2020,
Liberal Democrats will be standing on our
proud local record of delivering for
Cotham and for Bristol. I am looking
forward to supporting Cllr Anthony
Negus, Miles Taylor and Mayoral
candidate Mary Page to
help build a brighter Bristol.

From your Focus team
We’re Back! Sorry that you’ve not had
a visit, or a Focus newsletter from the
local Lib Dems. And we’re sorry you
didn’t get the chance to vote Lib Dem
in the General Election. Bristol West
became part of the national Remain
alliance – see James Cox’s piece. But
normal casework and local
campaigning has not faltered – its
been business as usual!

Local community politics keeps going,
even in General elections so we don't
have space for all our news. (NB this
late edition of your regular Focus
went to press just before the General
Election results).

On behalf of our large and growing
team, which includes all our
wonderful deliverers, may we wish
everyone a happy and restorative
festive season.

Season’s
Greetings

Unite to Remain

James Cox stood aside in Bristol West as part of Unite to Remain
Front: Miles Taylor, Mary Page, Anthony Negus, James Cox and Zachary Barker

Anthony gladly supported widening
the licensing system for small Houses
of Multiple Occupation, partially
because identifying them in the
system in this way could deliver the
necessary funding for much-needed
inspections. But there are concerns.

Anthony says, “In 2010, as the
responsible Cabinet member, I laid
out instructions requiring all private
dwellings to have planning
permission before conversion into
HMOs. This still applies but landlords
can buy a licence without such
permission. I fear the Council will
allow retrospective applications and
licences – which must be resisted –
the balance of our local communities
is at stake.”

PLANNING AND
LICENSING OF HMOs



Clean Air proposals: local implications
Delivering a lasting solution to
Bristol’s air pollution should be a
crucial component of the city’s
environmental compact with its
citizens, and the rest of the world.
The mayor’s Clean Air Zone, which
charges all non-compliant vehicles,
extends to the Severn Beach railway line
in Cotham.

A convoluted process involving much
argument with Whitehall, has resulted in
Bristol rushing to an expensive and
complicated plan. Bristol is the only city,
out of 24, to propose banning private
diesel cars, even the new Euro6 diesels
that are cleaner than petrol. This would
require a new law in Parliament.

Instead of focusing on clean air, this
scheme was launched to give equal
weighting to public health and
deprivation but, incomprehensibly,
makes no concessions to reduce the
impact on inner zone residents less able
to adapt to its restrictions. A
government-sponsored diesel
scrappage scheme might be offered but
this is not likely to exceed £2000 –
maybe just enough to buy a dirty petrol
car instead.

Anthony says, “Bristol deserves better
than this costly scheme that fails to

resolve even its own principal
objectives”.

There is a surprisingly small list of
mitigations and exceptions and no
consideration of access to our many
inner-city hospitals.

Of more concern locally will be, the
displacement of vehicles from the larger
through-routes and the M32, out to rat-
runs in places like north Cotham. Miles
and Anthony are concerned about the
sheer volume of traffic on our smaller
roads with resulting safety and pollution
implications.

There will be a lot more huge signs and
cameras but the plan makes no financial
provision for local measures such as
traffic lights and crossings which are
expensive, and may only be required for
the 10 year limited period.

Anthony has been arguing for some
urgently-needed local crossings for
several years and it just doesn’t seem
likely that money will be found for what
might be seen as a short-term problem.
This is very worrying.

Worse local air pollution will come
from charge-dodging traffic entering
our densely populated area, which
has more schools and nurseries than
the city’s polluted centre.

All the new refuse collection vehicles
have now been delivered, including
those designed for narrow streets which
should deliver a more reliable service.
Crew sickness rates have been
addressed but there remains a shortage
of drivers.

This unpleasant work is worsened by
contaminants which also reduce the
quality and value of the recyclants which
ultimately affects our council tax.

Anthony has put particular effort (and
several emails) into tackling the 'Friday
effect'. This is where Friday collections
(especially recycling) were particularly poor
with some streets often uncollected.
Collection rounds are being re-balanced
across the five days so that all the problems
do not get pushed to Fridays. This exercise
is due for completion before the end of the

year. Anthony took a senior waste officer on
a Friday morning tour around Cotham
ward, focusing on 15 hotspots, though
there are many more. Several important
practical lessons were noted and at last
there was acknowledgement that we could
learn from other authorities, just after
completing a multi-million seven year
vehicle purchase contract!

Friday Waste Collections blues: lifted?

Anthony Negus and Miles Taylor
spoke with Bristol Waste

Trailing cabling
BCC can deal with this pavement trip hazard
and Anthony has reported several locations.
If you spot one please take a photo, identify
the address and send it to him for fixing.

Telegraph poles
Openreach continue to use ugly overhead
cabling and poles to save money. There is
advantage in responding quickly, and with
plenty of neighbour support, when you see a
local notice about a new Telegraph pole.

Hedge Trimming
We are encouraged to trim hedges between
August & March (to avoid nesting birds) to
help keep our footpaths free for pedestrians.

High Kingsdown Wall
Work is underway to rebuild some estate
walls damaged by trees, using bricks
recovered by residents.  Anthony has
negotiated for this to be carried out and paid
for by Bristol City Council, and in a way that
planting can be done alongside to continue
the greening of the estate.
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Anthony had a fun day with many other local
residents at the Chandos Road Festival held in the
closed street.
With great music from two stages, more stalls and
street food than in previous years, everything
flowed smoothly with something for all ages.
Anthony says “It was a great community event, a
delightful perk of the local councillor’s job.  I'm
proud to have been involved in establishing
simpler ways of setting up street parties but it still
takes a lot of work. On behalf of everyone who
enjoyed the festival I'd like to thank the many
people involved in planning, booking, stewarding,
catering, setting up, administration, fundraising
and clearing away on completion which was a 12
hour day for some. Street parties are such
enjoyable ways of getting to know your
neighbours alongside simple pleasures and I wish
there were more, particularly now that we've lost
the old-style Redland May Fair. Cotham Gardens
and Fremantle Square provide opportunities for
community activity and I'd be happy to help
anyone with an interest in exploring these”.

Chandos Festival

James Cox
james.cox@bristollibdems.org
    @James4BristolWest

Cllr Anthony Negus
cllr.anthony.negus@bristol.gov.uk
0117 353 4713 | 07833 484344

Miles Taylor
miles4cotham@gmail.com

HOW CAN WE HELP?
GET IN TOUCH

If you contact us, the Liberal Democrats, locally and nationally, may use
information provided, including your political views, to further our
objectives, share it with our elected representatives and/or contact you
in future using any of the means provided. Some contacts may be
automated. You may opt out of some or all contacts or exercise your
other legal rights by contacting us. Further details are in our Privacy
Policy at www.libdems.org.uk/privacy.

Residents and businesses parking permits
went digital in early November.

A new online portal called ‘MiPermit’ provides
cashless parking and permits hopefully
making applications and renewals easier.

Anyone in CM, CN and KN who is due to
renew permits will receive a letter directing
them to the MiPermit portal, through the
council’s website.

From there you can set up an online account,
register vehicles, and obtain resident/visitor
parking permits online at any time of the day.

Parking administration and enforcement also
should be more efficient, cutting out delays,
losses and trading while reducing paper.

If you are not an online person, BCC can still
issue paper copies.

Officers have confirmed that any issued
paper permits are valid until their expiry
date.

Digital parking:


