INSIDE: War Memorial Restored, Brislington
Greenway, Free School Meals U-Turn
and more news from Brislington West
If you, or anyone you know, needs support,
please do not hesitate to get in touch.
Jos and Andrew will continue to
support people throughout 2021, and hope it
is a better year for us all!
Andrew said, ‘In March, we set up an online
support network to help local residents with
shopping, prescriptions, dog walking and much
more’. Jos added, ‘We also made over 2,000
phone calls to older and more
vulnerable local residents to ensure
everyone got the help they needed’.
Covid-19 has led to two Lockdowns, cancelled school exams,
huge redundancies and unfortunately, unprecedented loss
of life. Throughout the year, Jos and Andrew have tried to
help and support the community as much as possible.
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NEGLECTED WAR MEMORIAL
RESTORED
The Brislington War Memorial had been rather
neglected in recent years and was in desperate
need of some TLC! Jos said, ‘Weeds were taking
over, the railings were badly corroded and litter
was everywhere’. Andrew agreed, adding, ‘This
year, we wanted to ensure the monument was
looking its very best’.
So Jos and Andrew set to work and over
the course of several Saturdays, the
whole site was cleaned from top to
bottom. Jamie Park, landlord of the
neighbouring Lodekka pub said, ‘I’m
really grateful for Jos and Andrew getting
involved and helping to transform our
local war memorial. It’s now a fitting
tribute to our fallen heroes’.
Jos and Andrew also decorated the
railings with hundreds of knitted
poppies donated by local
residents and churches in the
Brislington area and even
organised a service of
remembrance on Remembrance
Sunday. Andrew said, ‘It was great
that we were able to hold our own
small gathering here in Brislington
so local people could pay their
respects’. Lest we forget.

Jos and Andrew’s latest community project is
the Sand Hill Community Garden.
Overgrown and neglected for many years, we are
hoping that in time this will become an attractive
area with a variety of insect and bird-friendly
plants and flowers.
Jos said, ‘To start with, we’ve planted
around 200 daffodils, which will
hopefully give us an uplifting, cheerful display
next spring’.
Andrew added, ‘While we were planting, a
lovely lady bought us coffee and doughnuts,
so thank you very much for that’!
After Lockdown, Jos and Andrew are
planning to meet up with local
horticulturalists to come up with an appropriate
planting scheme for the area.

Jos and Andrew are delighted with the success of the new
friends group for our local park. Andrew said, ‘Our first
event was a litter pick, which was a great chance to meet
with fellow park enthusiasts and discuss issues and
concerns’.
Jos said, ‘We also met the Council’s nature conservation
officer to look at possible sites for new trees and to
discuss a number of other exciting projects that we
have in the pipeline including new hedging, no-mow
zones and wildflower meadows’. Watch this space!
You can also join the Friends Group here:
www.facebook.com/groups/718708475350789

THE ECOLOGICAL EMERGENCY AND THE BRISLINGTON GREENWAY
Bristol City Council has declared an Ecological
Emergency. A key target is 30% of land in Bristol
managed for the benefit of wildlife by 2030. This is good
news for our campaign opposing Labour’s plan to
construct a new road along the route of the former
Brislington Railway Line.
Over the last 60 years, the site has become a haven for
wildlife, including dozens of bird species, mammals like
badgers, foxes, hedgehogs and bats, and reptiles and

amphibians including slow worms. If the road scheme goes
ahead, this biodiversity will be lost forever. Jos and Andrew’s
proposal, the Brislington Greenway, will protect the wildlife
and help the Council meet its ecological targets.
Andrew said, ‘The Labour-run Council is determined to build
a road here, but I am determined to stop them’.
Stephen Williams, Liberal Democrat West of England
mayoral candidate, said, “I support Jos and Andrew's plan
to keep the old railway line as a green corridor for everyone
to enjoy. If I am elected as Regional Mayor I will cancel
Labour's plan for a road and instead provide a new walking
and cycling route through the city.”
You can find out more about our Brislington Greenway
proposals and sign the petition here:
www.bristollibdems.org/brislingtonrailwaypath

GLYPHOSATE: Spraying Continues

ANOTHER BROKEN PROMISE?
In 2016, the Labour Mayor promised
to ban the controversial weed killer,
glyphosate, and carry out a trial of
alternatives. Almost 5 years later this
product is still being used routinely
across the city!
Thanks to a successful petition and
Lib Dem motion at Full Council, it was
agreed to phase out its use by 2021.
Andrew said, ‘However, when I asked
the Mayor how those plans were
coming along, he was only able to
confirm that alternatives were being
trialled but was unable or unwilling to
say when the use of Glyphosate
would be phased out’.
Jos added, ‘reading between the lines, it seems likely that
this will be yet another broken promise’.

Stephen, Jos and Andrew at the Brislington Greenway

www.bristollibdems.org/brislingtonrailwaypath

News in Brief
LANGTON COURT BRIDGE CLOSURE
The Council is currently proposing to temporarily close Langton Court
Bridge to motorised traffic to aid social distancing and promote active
travel. If successful, the closure could become permanent. Whatever
happens, Jos and Andrew desperately want a safe crossing for the
children at St. Anne’s Infants School, something the Council promised
back in early 2019!
TREES SAVED FROM DESTRUCTION
An eagle-eyed resident got in touch when they noticed a tree felling
company in the car park of Orchard House on Stockwood Road.
Jos said, ‘The trees were not subject to a preservation order so we
quickly managed to get one in place, which means the trees cannot now
be taken down’.

Free School Meals U-turn

YOU SAID, WE DID: OVERGROWN
HUNGERFORD ROAD PLAYGROUND
BRISLINGTON PARK & RIDE
The Brislington Park and Ride has
been somewhat quieter in recent
months due to Lockdown and people
increasingly working from home. Jos
said, ‘I’m pleased the Council has taken
this opportunity to give it a muchneeded tidy up. It’s now looking far
neater and with the overgrown hedges
cut back, it feels safer too, especially
for people returning to their vehicles
after dark’.

BEFORE

AFTER

Back in the summer, Jos and Andrew visited the site with Liberal
Democrat West of England mayoral candidate, Stephen Williams, to
discuss potential improvements. These include extended opening hours
to support the night-time economy, more onward travel options
including bike and electric bike hire and an end to diesel buses and a
switch to more environmentally-friendly vehicles.
MOTORBIKES ON STOCKWOOD OPEN SPACE
Following a meeting with Stockwood councillors, the police and council
officers, new signage has been installed on Stockwood Open Space
advising motorcyclists that it is against Bristol City Council bylaws to
ride in the area.

Due to this speedy response, only one tree was lost.

This summer, the large number of riders using the space was posing a
danger to other users, not to mention the constant noise, which was
having a significant, detrimental effect on local residents. Jos and
Andrew want the council to look into the provision of more suitable
alternative locations for motorcyclists.

Jos and Andrew want to thank local
businesses for their incredible
generosity during the recent half-term
holiday, with several offering free meals
after the Government refused to help.
Crispin’s on Sandy Park Road
provided over 50 and the Lodekka
gave away 113!
Andrew said, ‘As a recipient of free school meals when I was
younger, I know what a difference it made to my mum, who
was struggling to raise three kids on her own’. Jos added, ‘It’s
truly shocking that in the 21st century,
we still have millions of children living
in food poverty’. We were also able to
help the Lodekka donate a fridge full
of perishable food to a local food
bank before Lockdown, rather than
throw it away.
Jos and Andrew believe that the
Government and not private
business should be responsible for helping the
poorest and most vulnerable members of our society and
welcome the Government's U-turn and their decision to
provide free meals this Christmas.
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