
Merche and Laura are happy to see the petition for a children's play area
on the Downs (near the water tower), launched by Cllr Carla Denyer. As
always, we are committed to working cross-party. This venture will
benefit people across Bristol, not just in Clifton Down.

Obtaining funding will be critical to making this project viable.
Bristol City Council is launching a project, in
conjunction with National Trust, called “Bristol
Future Parks”. The Council has no statutory
obligation to run parks, and in these difficult
financial times, is looking for alternative ways to
develop and maintain green public spaces
www.bristol.gov.uk/museums-parks-sports-
culture/bristol-future-parks.

Clifton Down has no children's play equipment, in fact,
apart from the Downs, it has precious little green space.
Last year, during the consultation on Draft
Development Allocations, the lack of green space
was highlighted by several respondents. As
well as the children's play area on the Downs,
we will be fighting to secure more reserved
open space in the ward.
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Thank you to those who set up Whatsapp
networks for their streets, volunteered for:
the CDCA Cornavirus Action Network, the
NHS, We Are Bristol and all the many other
support networks, to support shielding and
self-isolating people in our community during
lock down.
Some of the lovely events we have been told
about have been:

The celebration of National Cream Tea Day
Friday 26th June where residents from Carlton
Mansions made cream teas for other members
of the community

The weekly concerts following Clap for Carers
by a local musician from his roof on the corner
of St Johns and Hurle Crescent

All the beautiful rainbows across the ward

The sharing of seedlings to grow our own
sunflowers and tomatoes

Thank you to all the local businesses that kept
going – keeping us fed and supplied throughout
this time. Welcome back to all those businesses
that closed and are being allowed to reopen.

Thanks to all those businesses and our local
churches that have embraced ZOOM and kept us
fit and healthy – both physically and mentally.

Thank you to all our Schools – the teachers, senior
team leaders and all their support staff, who have
kept open throughout, missing both half term and
Easter holidays, looking after key worker children
in school and all their pupils via on-line platforms
and opening up to more pupils before the
Summer holidays.

Thank you to all key workers in
the NHS, in care homes, on the
buses and on trains, in the police,
the firefighters, the delivery
drivers and everyone I have
missed.

Of course, we aren’t out of the woods yet and we
need to keep supporting each other, keep vigilant
and keep going. All organisations have had to
adapt and implement new ways of working in
difficult circumstances.

Whilst much has been lost and there will be
long term consequences to the pandemic, we
can take some solace from the fact that our
community has been enriched and
strengthened – let’s not lose that.
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NEWS INBRIEF
Have your say on improving bus, walking and
cycling journeys on major Bristol route – launched
on 24th July and focussing on the Number 2 bus
route. Good news that frequency on the Number 2
route will increase from August.
The consultation into the No.9 Bus route – with the
route currently state-aided, was postponed due to
the pandemic. James Freeman, MD of First Bus,
responded positively to Cotham Councillor Anthony’s
recommended options and thanked residents for
their input.Anthony said “We’re seeing a new ethos to
improve ‘public’ transport and we need to support
our local buses while that develops,” The Lib Dems
want greater control of timetables, fares and
emissions from our buses through franchising the
service, which will allow cross-subsidies, not possible
with private companies. We will just have to keep
waiting for the No.9 Bus:
HMO licensing and retrospective planning
applications – As predicted there are a lot of
applications coming through the system. Please look
out for them (also called Certificates of Lawful
Development) and object to any catch-up
applications via www.bristol.gov.uk/planning-and-
building-regulations
Proposals for new shops and offices on the old
WHSmith site – on Clifton Down Road were
approved by the planning committee in January,
despite objections from Historic England. By June, the
Council and developer had signed off the permission
and discharged the first conditions applied to it. The
developer intends to start demolition of the buildings
and clearance of the site this summer 2020.

The last few months have been particularly difficult for the many
Bristol University students who live in Clifton Down.

Loss of face-to-face teaching, social events, part-time work and the
pressure to return to home towns and countries will have caused hardship
and anxiety for many. Please contact personal tutors or the University well-
being page for advice if you are struggling to cope: www.bristol.ac.uk/
students/wellbeing

At the beginning of October the campus will be open for the start
of the new academic term. Staff are working hard to ensure that
student spaces such as libraries, laboratories, cafes and sports
facilities will be safe to use, with hand sanitiser and enhanced
cleaning in place. Blended learning will be used for teaching, with
a mixture of online lectures, and in-person tutorials and seminars

– subject to ongoing government guideline reviews. Student
societies will still be running, including the Bristol
University Lib Dem group. Contact President Fergus
Ustianowski, for more
info: libdemstudents@gmail.com

Fergus Ustianowski said, "It's really sad that there are a
large number of students who were stuck alone in their
flats during COVID lockdown. If you are struggling during
this period please speak to someone and ask for help."

University Students and COVID



Sign up for our eNewsletter
The Clifton Lib Dems regularly keep residents
abreast of local and city-wide news via our
enewsletter.
If you would like to receive it by email, please
register using this link:

www.bristollibdems.org/efocus
www.fb.com/cliftonandcliftondownlibdems
www.twitter.com/Clifton_LibDems

Contact Number 0117 922 2000
We are Bristol 0800 694 0184

Gas 0800 111 999
Bristol Water 0345 600 1019
Electricity Power Emergency 105

Childline 0800 11 11
Samaritans 116 123
Mind (Mental Health Charity) 0208 215 2243
Refuge (24h Domestic Abuse Hotline) 0808 2000 247

Bristol Waste hello@bristolwastecompany.co.uk

Bristol City Council have launched their own city-wide
helpline, ‘We Are Bristol’ alongside a volunteer network
‘Can Do Bristol’ to help people with shopping,
collecting prescriptions, and befriending support.
We Are Bristol free phone helpline: 0800 694 0184

BRISTOL CITY COUNCIL

UTILITY EMERGENCY NUMBERS

HELPLINE NUMBERS

WASTE AND RECYCLING

WE ARE BRISTOL HELPLINE

Despite substantial easing, social distancing is still in
force to tackle the pandemic. Now special care is
needed to stay safe.

The latest government advice can be found here:
www.gov.uk/coronavirus

Local coronavirus info on all subjects from the Council
can be found here:

www.bristol.gov.uk/coronavirus

COVID-19 LATEST

The Liberal Democrats will use your contact details to send you
information on the topics you have requested.
Any data we gather will be used in accordance with our privacy policy at
libdems.org.uk/privacy. To exercise your legal data rights, email:
data.protection@libdems.org.uk.

SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT

BRISTOL MAYORAL CANDIDATE MARY PAGE

FOR THE WEST OF ENGLAND REGION

WANTS TO GIVE CLIFTON COMMUNITIES MORE CONTROL

Stephen Williams is the Liberal
Democrat candidate for Regional
Mayor of the West of England. He
will deliver a revolution in public
transport if elected next May.

"We've all had to adapt our lives during
the Covid-19 pandemic. Many more of
us are now cycling around Bristol and I

want to make sure everyone feels safe
and confident when riding,” said
Stephen Williams.

“The climate emergency is still very
real, so as part of 'building back better'
we must improve our air quality with
clean fuel buses and new train services.
I would like to see direct train services
from Clifton Down to Bath and better
connections to the jobs at Filton.”

As a former MP, Minister for local
government, and Avon County
Councillor, Stephen Williams is the best
qualified of the candidates. The Lib
Dems recent council election success
across the region also makes him the
strongest challenger to the Tory
incumbent.

Merche Clark, Stephen Williams, and
Laura Barry at Clifton Down Station

Mary explains she wants to ensure a
sense of belonging, power and control
for everyone in Bristol.
“We've realised through COVID, there’s an
opportunity to evolve or revolutionise our
society. We already face huge challenges,
like the climate emergency, lack of
housing, and unacceptable levels of air
pollution.”

“Society is often judged by the way it
treats the most vulnerable and
disadvantaged. Whether that’s our
children with special educational needs
who had £5m taken from their budget by
the Mayor, the homeless left on the
streets until Lockdown, the risks to health

for the elderly or people who define as
Black, Asian or Minority Ethnic, we’ve
seen our national and local structures fall
short.
"We need a Mayor who remembers that
our local authority is there to serve the
needs of everyone. Our current Mayoral
system gives one person all the power –
too many people and communities are
left out of the decision-making. Or like
with the Colston statue, tough decisions
are delayed or don't happen. That’s why
we need to change the system and scrap
the Bristol City Mayor.
"The opportunities, innovations and
rewards are bigger if we value and use all
our talents, creativity, and diversity. I want
to put Bristol people in control, by
offering a new kind of democracy, an
equal partnership not a dictatorship. I will
delegate powers and budgetary
responsibility to councillors, communities
and individuals by offering
neighbourhood partnerships, citizens
assemblies and Parish or community
councils."

The COVID-19 crisis has spurred Bristol City Council into
fast-tracking pedestrianisation schemes in parts of the
city, as well as removing car parking spaces, promoting
cycling, and placing barriers in roads to widen
pavements. Such prompt action is to be welcomed from
a public health perspective, as are measures to cut
Bristol’s dangerously high levels of air pollution. Merche
and Laura fully support action to improve both the
environment and the health of Bristol citizens. However
it is vital that permanent changes are only made after
informed consultation, including all affected
communities, especially people with disabilities and
business owners.

Laura and Merche have been very impressed by the
evidence-based Healthy Streets® approach developed
by Lucy Saunders, and implemented to great effect in
various London boroughs. Checklists can be
downloaded from the Healthy Streets® website and
used to survey an area. Measures include safety for all
users, interest, and encouraging social interaction.
Simple and community based solutions can then be
implemented to make improvements. For example a
well-placed planter can discourage speeding, and a
bench in a shady spot provides an opportunity for
people to rest and chat to friends and neighbours.

Many fantastic neighbourhood Facebook and WhatsApp
groups have sprung up during the last few months, and
show what can be achieved at a grassroots level. We
encouage you to look at www.healthstreets.com then
get talking to your neighbours.

Bristol City Council have set up an interactive map
where you can leave comments on ways to encourage
walking and cycling in the city, and look at other
people’s suggestions:

http://tiny.cc/InteractiveMapBristol

Many people have made comments
about pedestrianising Cotham Hill.
Whether you agree or disagree, make
sure you visit the website and make
your views known.
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The Liberal Democrats exist to build and safeguard a

fair, free and open society,
in which we seek to balance the fundamental values of

liberty, equality and community,
and in which no one shall be enslaved by

poverty, ignorance or conformity.

Mary Page, Merche Clark, and Laura Barry

Covid Secure – This leaflet was produced in accordance with
government guidelines. Social distancing and masks were used
where appropriate. Some photos taken prior to lockdown.
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