
LABOUR’S MAYOR HAS ORDERED THE COUNCIL TO SELL ITS STRUGGLING
ENERGY COMPANY, BRISTOL ENERGY, FOR JUST £15MILLION. DETAILS OF THE
DEAL REMAIN SECRET – THE LOSS IS EXPECTED TO GROW.

AT LEAST £21 MILLION
DOWN THE DRAIN

The Council has sunk about £40million into the
company, which had grown significantly to be a
major part of the Mayor’s strategy for
transforming the city. This represents a financial
loss to the Council of at least £21million – a
simply mind-blowing hole in the budget! This
figure is expected to grow even more as the full
scale of the loss is exposed.

In May, a call by all the opposition parties on the
Council for an independent inquiry into why so
much money was funnelled into this scheme,
was defeated by just 2 votes after the Labour
group opposed it.

Lib Dem mayor candidate, Mary Page, says,
“Mayor Marvin Rees is clearly hoping that the
worldwide Covid problems will keep his
homemade financial disaster out of sight of the
news and out of the public mind.

“But the huge financial impact of this loss on the
city means it cannot be forgotten, and I and the
Lib Dems will hold him accountable for this"

Secrecy surrounds details – full scale of loss unknown

A BUMPY LANDING FOR BRISTOL FINANCES

The Mayor’s plans for the Cumberland
Basin have gone eerily quiet, what with
Covid dominating everything. The
Cumberland Basin Stakeholder Group has
been exchanging letters with the Mayor, in
an attempt to draw out his plans at this very
uncertain time. The Mayor often takes
weeks to reply, if at all, but it is clear that he
still intends to proceed.

There seem to be mixed messages coming
from the Council regarding what options are
still on the table. The Cabinet report in
November clearly favoured the terrible
“Eastern” option; however since then
feedback from the Mayor’s “Western
Harbour Advisory Group” has suggested
that many other options are still considered
possible. This means that it’s important to
keep up the pressure for a full investigation
of other options – particularly “Option 4”
(fixing the bridge and taking down
redundant slip-roads).
More information is now available on the
Bristol City Council website:
https://tinyurl.com/vs5y3qw
It includes – for the first time – what we
consider to be a realistic timescale for the
proposals, which is 4 years for master-
planning and acquiring funding, then
another 6 years for delivery/build.
PICTURED: Councillor Mark Wright, with
Mary Page, Stephen Williams & James Cox.

CUMBERLAND BASIN UPDATE

Government intending to
tear up planning system!
The Government has announced “the
most radical reforms of our planning
system since the end of the Second
World War”. It is a Developers’ Charter,
by Robert Jenrick – a minister who
should have resigned months ago due to
suspicious and possibly corrupt dealings
with property developers.
Leading architects have described the
plans as “truly disgraceful”. Key points:
� Local Plans are to be produced under

government direction; areas are to
be classified as Growth, Renewal or
Protected

� No planning permissions will be
required in Growth areas; only
minimal checks will be required in
Renewal areas

� Domestic houses will be allowed up
to two storey extensions with no
approvals or objection from
neighbours

The Lib Dems have submitted a motion
condemning this change to the Council.

WATERFRONT PLANS:
CRITICISED

The recently released plans for a new
building on the site next to the Lloyds HQ
on Harbourside have been roundly
criticised by just about everyone. The
proposals are dreadful, and result in a
huge blocky building of unimaginative
design. Cllr Wright says, “I haven’t yet met
a single person who thinks the plans are
any good, which is quite remarkable.

“I will be fighting these plans all the way
– the Harbourside deserves better!”
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Cabot News is written, produced, delivered and paid
for by local councillor Mark Wright and a team of local
volunteers.

If you can help in any way – maybe by sparing an hour
every few months to help deliver it to other houses in
your street or a street nearby – please get in touch by
emailing Mark: cllr.mark.wright@bristol.gov.uk

If you would like to donate to help with the cost of
producing Cabot News, you can do so on our website:
www.bristollibdems.org/donate_hotwells_harbourside

We hope you like the new look for Cabot News!

CAN YOU HELP CABOT NEWS?

Local councillor Mark Wright had a
meeting with senior staff at Goram
Homes, the Council's housing company,
regarding the Baltic Wharf plans.

They showed him the current state of the
plans (which sadly are still not public yet).
Mark comments, “I'm disappointed to say
that the current plans will see the loss of

all trees inside the site; the only trees
saved will be perimeter trees. Many of us
have been saying for over a year now that
there was a good opportunity to save the
best internal trees if they were built into
the plans. I also said the plans were taller
than I'd hoped.”

The loss of the trees in the plans is
because of how the planners have
decided to deal with the new flood-
protection legislation - they plan to raise
much of the site by 2 metres! If the site
isn't raised like that, it would not be legal
to have “active frontages” (shops or flats)
at ground-level as it would also be at the
flood level, so only car-parks or plinths
would be allowed. Mark told the planners
that this still might have been preferable
if it saved many trees, and in any case
guidance on this choice should have
been sought from the public via
consultation on this a year ago. This was
an avoidable mistake we feel.

BALTIC WHARF CARAVAN SITE PLANS
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Sign up for our eNews
Cllr. Mark Wright keeps residents abreast of local

and city-wide news via his e-newsletter.
Sign up here: http://eepurl.com/dwgCtP

Contact Us

www.bristollibdems.org/hotwells_and_harbourside

The Liberal Democrats will use your contact details to send you
information on the topics you have requested.

Any data we gather will be used in accordance with our privacy policy at
libdems.org.uk/privacy. To exercise your legal data rights, email:

data.protection@libdems.org.uk.

BRISTOL CITY CENTRE'S
FIRST COVID TESTING SITE OPEN

MAJOR CHANGES TO CLEAN AIR PLANS LIKELY

A Covid testing site has been opened
off St Paul's Road at the rear of Victoria
Rooms, near the Triangle, by the
Council and the Government. It is the
city's first walk-through testing site.
Tests should be booked or ordered as
soon as symptoms begin at
www.nhs.uk/coronavirus or by calling
119, and results arrive the next day.

Cllr Mark Wright says, "I want to thank
all the volunteers in our community
who helped neighbours and elderly
relatives during the lock-down. It has
often been said that the harbour-side
area – being mostly new-ish flats – has

little community feel; but this
coronavirus crisis has seen pretty much
every street and every block come
together to help each other, and it has
been very heartening."

“I spent a few weeks in the spring
calling hundreds of older and
vulnerable residents just to check that
they are not struggling, and it has been
so reassuring to hear that – almost
without exception – people feel cared
for. I hope that the community feeling
that has sprung up over the past few
months becomes permanent.”

The Mayor was previously
planning (after missing several
deadlines) a large CAZ C charging
zone, and smaller zone diesel car
ban in the city centre.

The Government had already said it
wasn't sure if it would allow the
diesel ban. However, Covid has
changed everything, and now the
Council believes that if traffic
continues in the way that it currently
is, along with the rapid
implementation of other highway
initiatives, then Bristol may not need
a charging CAZ at all.

If a CAZ is needed, the Council now
believes that this would be a small

CAZ D zone in place of the diesel ban.
CAZ D means it would affect all
vehicles.

West of England Mayoral Candidate,
Stephen Williams said, “The Lib Dems
welcome this development. We had
voiced concerns about the diesel
ban's impact on many residents, and
traffic changes forced by Covid offer
new opportunities.

“Bristol Liberal Democrats call for a
different approach that can deliver
sustainable assurance of clean air,
instead of a banned 'zone' that would
mostly just displace the problem”.

IN LICENSING NEWS – all “Cumulative Impact Areas” (CIAs) in the city - except
the central one - have been abolished after not enough evidence was provided
that they were still needed. In a debate about this licensing policy, the Labour
Mayor and councillors voted down a Lib Dem amendment supported by all the
other parties calling for urgent work to re-instate the CIAs. The Labour group said
the CIAs are an “impediment to the night-time economy” – an astonishing slap in
the face to the years of work done by residents to get them in the first place to
quell late-night noise. Fortunately much of H&H ward is covered by the one
remaining central CIA.

mary.page@bristollibdems.org

Mayoral Candidate
MARY PAGE has
3 KEY PRIORITIES
FOR OUR CITY:

Improve our
environment, protect
trees and access to parks,
and clean up our air

Prioritise Special Educational
Needs and Disabilities, and
fund Adult Social Care

Stop financial waste and
give people the choice to
Scrap the Mayor

AMBITIOUS FOR BRISTOL
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Councillor Mark Wright examining
The Mature Trees at Baltic Wharf


