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Sign up for our eNews

Cllr. Mark Wright keeps residents abreast of local
and city-wide news via his e-news
letter.
Sign up here: http://eepurl.com/d
wgCtP

NEW CAMPAIGN TO PROTECT
THE CUMBERLAND BASIN
The Council announced a few weeks ago that they were going ‘back to
the drawing board’ on Cumberland Basin development plans and are
offering a new consultation later in the summer. Mayor Rees is once
again trying to kick a difficult electoral issue into the long grass, and
conveniently past the May Local and Mayoral elections.
While we welcome the Council’s decision to rethink the process, all trust from
local residents has been lost in the consultation process, especially when the
Labour Mayor chose to repeatedly ignore their concerns. In order to make sure
that the Council properly listens to local residents, the Bristol Lib Dems are
launching the ‘Our Three Demands’ petition, which will communicate local anger
about the consultation process in a way that Labour Mayor Rees cannot ignore.
The three demands are:
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Bad news from central government,
when Conservative MPs voted
against the 2nd reading of the
McPartland-Smith Amendment
which would have guaranteed that
leaseholders should not be forced
to pay the huge cladding costs.

Lib Dem candidate for Hotwells & Harbourside, Alex Hartley said “The anger from
local residents over the poor consultation process is clear. We need the council to
reflect the views of local citizens, not force a development onto them. I am
fighting for the Piazza to be made a protected green space, and for the
consultation process to be fixed once and for all.”

Sign the petition: bristollibdems.org/our_3_demands

TOTAL FOUL UP
Mark said ‘If all of this happens efficiently, we may avoid the
open-sewer of last year. I have my fingers crossed...’
Alex Hartley added “Given we only have one open public
toilet in the whole ward (right at the top of Brandon Hill) the

Mayor needs to urgently rethink his decision to close public
toilets. The Mayor needs to spend more time delivering the
basic services we expect from a council, i.e public toilets,
libraries, recycling and refuse collection etc rather than
gallivanting around the world and wasting time and money
on energy companies and pipe-dream undergrounds
systems.”
The Hotwells & Harbourside Liberal Democrats have long
opposed the closure of public toilets throughout the city,
which have disproportionately affected central Bristol. The
lack of provision of public toilets is an affront to people’s
dignity and massively short-changes taxpayers. The council
run Community Toilet Scheme (CTS), which promotes
private business provision of Public Toilets is woefully
inadequate for the Harbourside.

CENTRAL WARD with candidates Jen Smith & Zac Barker

COUNCILLOR MARK WRIGHT
RETIRING AFTER 16 YEARS!

UPDATE ON CLADDING SCANDAL

Cllr Mark Wright, Lib Dem Cllr for Hotwells & Harbourside said “The ‘Demand a
Forth Option’ petition pushed the Council to reveal all the options for the
development, and our ‘Our Three Demands petition can help fix the broken
process.”
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Alex Hartley said “The government
have repeatedly said leaseholders
shouldn't pay, but then vote against
a motion that would have stopped
leaseholders paying. Leaseholders
need help and the government are
refusing to provide it.”

He was told that temporary toilets would be set up at two
locations on the Harbourside, and fencing would be put up
around the Harbour Inlet pontoons and the reed bed
walkway (opposite the SS Great Britain).

Liberal Democrat News for Hotwells, Harbourside, Brandon Hill and Spike Island
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Opposition MPs voted for the
amendment, which will now go back
to the Lords. The Lib Dems in
Westminster, and here in Bristol,
are committed to doing everything
possible to protect leaseholders.

Remembering back to the chaotic squalor of last spring on
harbour-side when lock-down eased, when Cllr Mark
Wright’s constant warnings last April fell on deaf ears in the
Council, he asked the Labour Mayor formal questions on
what will happen to avoid a repeat this year.

Cabot NEWS
AFTER 11 YEARS AS COUNCILLOR FOR CABOT, AND A
FURTHER 5 AS COUNCILLOR FOR HOTWELLS &
HARBOURSIDE, MARK IS STEPPING DOWN.
Cllr Mark Wright said “Each of the last 16 years has been a
pleasure to serve. This ward is made up of such great
ALEX HARTLEY
communities, it has been the honour of my life to serve as
your councillor”.
“I feel confident stepping down, as the Lib Dem candidate for the ward, Alex Hartley, has my full
support. His energy and drive means he will be a great voice for the community, fighting on your
behalf over issues on Cumberland Basin, the Chocolate Path, the Cladding Scandal, Brandon Hill
and many others. With a Labour Mayor that refuses to engage with local communities, this ward
needs someone who will fight hard for their interests,and not simply be the ‘Mayor’s voice’.”
CLLR MARK WRIGHT

“For a councillor that will work hard for the communities
of Hotwells, Harbourside, Spike Island & Brandon Hill, vote for Alex Hartley!”

Inside: Our Plan on the Environment

Alex Hartley

Referendum on Mayoral role blocked
by Labour & Green Councillors
LABOUR & GREEN councillors
REFUSED to vote
for a referendum on the Mayoral role

On Tuesday 16th March Labour and Green
councillors joined forces to save the
Mayor from the people of Bristol. The
Liberal Democrats had put a motion
forward, that would give the people of
Bristol a referendum on the Mayoral
system. The motion lost by 11 votes, after
Labour & Green councillors voted against
it even though a majority of people in
every ward in the city feel that an elected
mayor isn’t improving city leadership.

Your local councillor, Mark Wright, voted for
the motion, because he supports the 75% of
people in Hotwells & Harbourside that feel the
The BRISTOL LIB DEMS
elected Mayor isn't improving the leadership
of the city. Alex Hartley, speaking at the
voted to give YOU the choice
meeting in support of the motion said ‘”n the
to Scrap the Mayor
last few weeks the Mayor has suggested that
the city will outgrow the council. I would
suggest the only thing that has outgrown this council is the Mayor’s ego. The people of Bristol deserve a chance to
make up their own mind on the role. The people of Hotwells & Harbourside want a referendum, the people of
Bristol want a referendum, and I hope the council votes to give them one.”
It is now clear that if you want a referendum, and to eventually scrap the role of Mayor, in Hotwells &
Harbourside you need to vote for Alex Hartley and the Lib Dems. You can also add your name to our
petition calling for a referendum using the link below.
Published and Promoted by H Macfie on behalf of S Williams & H Shearer all at 31 James Street West, Bath BA1 2BT and S Snelson on behalf of C Gooch &
F Ustianowski on behalf of A Hartley all at 26, Chantry Road, Bristol, BS8 2QD. Printed by Printed by Solopress, 9 Stock Road, Southend-on-Sea, SS2 5QF.

SIGN THE PETITION: bristollibdems.org/scrap_the_mayor

ALEX’S VIEWS ON THE ENVIRONMENT
We are all facing a difficult challenge with the COVID pandemic at the
moment, but the longer term, and more deadly, challenge facing us all
is the climate emergency. I’m proud that Bristol was the first city to
declare a climate emergency and has set a target of 2030 for carbon
neutrality.
While Labour Mayor Rees is wasting time talking about fanciful
underground systems, we need common sense environmental
initiatives if we are to hit the 2030 target. Here are some of our ideas.

Re-Open and Improve Active Travel Routes
As a first priority Alex will push for the immediate re-opening of
the Chocolate Path, which has been shut for over 3 years, and
the Mardyke Steps which have been shut for a year.
We should then push for segregated cycle and walking routes to
enable active travel rather than just forcing people from their
cars without providing an alternative.

Franchise the bus service
The Council should ‘franchise’ the buses which takes control
from the buys companies and gives it to local people to set
routes, times & costs.
This would result in better routes and cheaper fares, again
encouraging people from their cars, rather than forcing them
out.

Clean up our streets with more bins
Along the Harbourside and across Brandon Hill there is a
distinct lack of bins, which result in large amounts of litter.
Alex would push for extra public bin provision, especially in busy
areas, with a preference for bins with recycling compartments,
so that we reduce littering whilst also sending less waste to
landfill.

Increase number of bike hangers
Bike security is important to cyclists and people in terraced
housing or flats often have no way of securely storing their
bikes. Alex backs Bristol Cycling’s campaign to vastly increase the
number of bike hangers around the city. One car parking space
for a car can accommodate a hanger that fits in 6 bikes, and the
secure storage would encourage people out of cars and onto
their bikes.

Ban pavement parking & remove street clutter
Cars and other street clutter (A boards, roadwork signage etc)
often block pavements making it difficult for those with mobility
issues or pushchairs to navigate pavements, meaning they are
less likely to walk.
Alex would push for a London-style pavement parking ban, and
open up the pavements for pedestrians.

Embrace the hydrogen economy
Hydrogen is the fuel of the future, but unfortunately Bristol is
lagging behind other authorities. Birmingham is operating
hydrogen buses, and Bristol used to operate a hydrogen ferry,
which result in no emissions bar water.
Alex would push the council to explore hydrogen transport
options rather than ‘clean’ diesel or bio-fuel, which both pollute.

on the Environment
Liberal Democrat proposals on improving the environment of Bristol
LIB DEM CANDIDATE FOR REGIONAL MAYOR
OF THE WEST OF ENGLAND

Dr Caroline Gooch LIB DEM CANDIDATE FOR MAYOR
The climate crisis demands immediate action, and we have our
part to play in Bristol. If elected Mayor, I would commit to making
Bristol a leading city in fighting the climate crisis, cleaning up our air, and
tackling waste. We must act with future generations in mind.
The environment must be at the heart of decision-making.

I would invest in sustainable public transport, improving our bus
networks and railways, to make it easier and more convenient to take
the green option.
I would harness the potential of new hydrogen technology and support
renewable energy.
New housing must be sustainable and eco-friendly. The most challenging task
for reducing the UK’s carbon emissions has turned out to be heating homes,
so insulation is key.
To make cycling more attractive, we need to make it safer, with clearly
demarcated and segregated bike lanes.
I want to prioritise Zero Waste, including through the implementation
of soft plastics recycling. Let’s enable more green decisions.
Climate action in Bristol must have local democracy at its
core. To achieve this, I would fight to involve the community
by establishing a Citizen’s Climate Assembly in the city.

Together, we can tackle the climate crisis head-on.

Walking and cycling have never been more
popular but sadly, the Labour administration
has shown little interest in promoting active
travel.
Lib Dem candidate for Hotwells & Harbourside,
Alex Hartley, said, ‘Precious little infrastructure has
been put in place by the current mayor and it was
only after a huge campaign and a Lib Dem petition
that pavements were temporarily widened and
cycle paths installed to keep people safe during the
pandemic’.

The West of England mayor has
the power to make a big
difference to our lives. The
current Conservative mayor is
invisible and has failed to make
an impact. We deserve better.
I will use my experience as a
former MP and government
minister to bring new energy
and purpose to the role.
I am ambitious for Bristol, Bath and
the surrounding towns and villages
and will make our region a carbon
neutral economy by 2030.
Here are some of my ideas:
Plan our economy to make sure
opportunities are shared fairly and
that new jobs and industries are
sustainable. I will set up a Centre of
Excellence for Green Technology,
making the West the leader in new
green jobs.
Clean up our air with electric or
hydrogen powered buses and taxis.
I will turn all car parks and Park & Ride
sites into new hubs supporting cycling
and sustainable transport.
Plan new communities that are socially
balanced with climate friendly homes.
Make sure adults have the skills for a
green economic future.
I would be an engaged and inclusive
regional leader, working with you for a
prosperous and sustainable West of
England.

Unfortunately, many barriers to walking and cycling
remain. The Bristol Liberal Democrats will work in
partnership with walking and cycling groups to:
Build a segregated cycling network, safe and
suitable for all ages and abilities.
Provide more secure storage, including on-street
bike hangars.
Expand bike and scooter hire to our Park & Ride
sites.
Remove clutter on pavements.
Reduce unacceptably long waiting times at
pedestrian crossings.
Currently, public transport usage is at historically
low levels. To avoid total gridlock on our roads, it is
imperative that we take steps now to enable and
encourage people to walk and cycle.

Find out more: www.bristollibdems.org

