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Kay Barnard selected as Lib Dem Candidate
for Mayor
Bristolian Dr Kay Barnard has been
selected as Lib Dem candidate in next year’s
Mayoral election. Kay’s priorities are to make
Bristol much more inclusive and to tackle
housing and transport. Lib Dem Leader, Tim
Farron, and Kay joined a large turn-out of local
members at a Refugee Aid fund-raising event

organised by Helen Cuéllar. Tim spoke about
the housing crisis. We must tackle this so our
young people can buy a decent home and we
will continue opposing further government
welfare cuts which will make Bristol rental
charges unaffordable.

Conservatives anti 20 mph limits

Tim Farron discusses local issues with the team

Our local survey
You may have met our surveying team in
Westbury-on-Trym. Here are some
interim results. 62% are against giving
Votes at 16 and 63% are in favour of
staying within the EU. We’ve also picked
up some local concerns (below). The
more feedback, the more representative
the results will be, so do follow the link
http://goo.gl/forms/iyyaJlqvaf for the online version - it should take just 10
minutes to complete - or contact us for a
paper version. We’d particularly like to
hear from any young people. We don’t
hear their voice often enough!
Parking by Westbury Library
Many people said how pleased they were
to have had Westbury Library saved. Some
Abbey Road residents, however, have
noticed increased pavement parking at the
Library end, obstructing people with mobility
scooters or parents with buggies.
Pavement in Sandyleaze
A number of Sandyleaze residents said
their pavements were unsatisfactory – with
cracks in the footway and grass and weeds
very apparent. We have contacted the
Council to ask about putting this right. We’ll
report back in a future Focus, but if you’d
like to know the response sooner, please
contact Helen Cuéllar or Graham Donald or
sign up to our monthly e-Focus.

20 mph speed limits are controversial
but we deplore the Conservative group’s
support for the petition “Scrap the 20mph
limit in Bristol and restore common sense”
that was debated at Council recently. The
government funds these schemes and we
are one of many cities that have adopted this
limit. In a May 2013 survey by YouGov 65%
of Bristol respondents said that they support
20mph on residential streets (65% GB) and
75% on busy streets e.g. shopping streets
(72% nationally).
Glenise spoke at Council for the Lib Dems:
“We hear passionate pleas for more to be
done to stop rat runs and make roads and
zebra crossings safer for children because of
speeding cars. Some people want their road
to go from 30 to 20 mph! What thought has
this petition given to those with hearing, sight
and mobility problems, parents with a buggy
and toddler in tow, or children learning to
cycle? The Conservative attitude is typically
looking backwards, listening to those who
shout the loudest.”
Graham says: “The pedestrian safety issue
clinches it for us. If you are hit by a car
travelling at 30mph rather than 20mph your
chance of dying goes up from 3% to 20%. If
you are over 60, then at 30mph your chance
of dying is 47%.”
Changes to Bus Services
We have had complaints about the reliability
of the No 77. Clare was told that, with the
remodelling of the city Centre, the Council has
reallocated some bus services to different
stops. Hence, some stops are crowded with
both people and buses. This, added to other
road-works, is making bus services unreliable.
Given that the Centre is key to most of
Bristol's main routes, this is likely to continue
for some time. We will keep reporting
problems and press First and the Council to
minimise disruption.
We hope for good news on new stops for the
505 and on possible relocation of the North
View bus stop, opposite Waitrose car park..
What is your experience of the new
number 3 service (formerly 41)? Please let
Graham or Helen know.

No. 118
Refugees – Bristol must play its part
Lib Dem members, including your local
team, have signed the pledge to have
Bristol take 50 Syrian refugees. Bristol has
a strong record in supporting those in a
desperate plight. Helen says: “The
government has not committed to its fair
share and should work with our EU
partners on a long-term strategy. Our
skills shortage gives opportunities here for
young people who want to work and
provide for their families, but the Mayor
must join other local authorities in
demanding more funds to deal with
immediate needs.”

Community Speed Watch
Graham (pictured above) writes: “A
number of residents have asked me about
Community Speed Watch - CSW - which is
run by volunteers with the help of the
police. I am a member of a small team in
Westbury on Trym and Stoke Bishop. You
may have seen three or four of us in high
visibility jackets standing on the pavement
in various locations.
“Speed watch is carried out to curb
speeding and to inform and educate
drivers. We don’t photograph cars or their
occupants. But we do note down the
numbers of any vehicles that are travelling
well over the speed limit and pass these on
to the police.”
For further information go to:
http://www.trafficchoices.co.uk/trafficschemes/community-speed-watch.shtml we need more volunteers!
Lighting – good news in Henleaze
For years, we’ve pressed for replacement of
the old shabby lighting columns. We now
have a list of streets where, following
consultation with residents, work can begin in
2016. Contact us for more details.

Working for YOU - all year round!

News in Brief
Neighbourhood Partnership (NP)
Update
NP Meetings – Mon 28 September, 7pm at
Westbury Park Primary School, Bayswater
Rd and Mon 7 December, 7pm, venue tbc.
Westbury-on-Trym Forum – 7pm
Wednesday 4 November at Venue 35.
Henleaze Forum – 7pm Thursday 12
November at Henleaze Library.
NB: the police attend Forums to provide
information on crime in our area and take
questions and feedback.
Next deadline for Wellbeing grant
applications is Friday 16 October.
Library Update
Library opening hours will reduce. New
methods of library use, such as swipe cards
and better use of shared community
facilities, will be explored in the coming
months.
Transport Group update
Parents of school children using the
Wellington Hill West zebra crossing, near
The Beehive, have campaigned for safety
improvements because of the risk from
speeding cars. Our Neighbourhood
Committee is being asked to sanction £5k –
to match funding of £5K already approved
by Horfield & Lockleaze NP for this project
– a recommendation we support.

Over-enthusiastic and underenthusiastic mowing!
A Henleaze resident who grows flowers
outside his home was distressed that his
flower bed had been mown, flowers cut off
and engine oil spilt on the soil. This was
despite an arrangement with the contractors
to leave the area alone. We contacted Bristol
City Council but the area has since been
mown again! We are following up. In contrast,
the grassed area in Hobhouse Close didn’t
get its regular cut until we intervened, pointing
out that children were no longer able to play
there. More frequent mowing has been
reinstated. Let us know of any similar
problems.
Secondary School Places
Did you know that from 2017 the city faces a
shortfall in secondary school places and that
the Mayor has no plans to tackle this? This
results from the recent bulge in primary school
numbers making its way through the system,
so it could have been predicted. Yet we are
only now consulting on a strategy! A paper
won’t go to the Mayor and Cabinet until
January 2016. Current experience with St
Ursula’s is that Government can be
lamentably slow in responding to such
problems. So, for our children’s sake, it’s
critical to make plans urgently. Lib Dems
submitted a motion to Council to highlight this
problem and obtained cross-party support to
require the Mayor to give this matter
immediate attention.

Our Green Capital Arts project, the
creation of 1000 ceramic birds in
workshops all round our NP area
culminates in an installation, to represent a
“Murmuration”, on Durdham Downs, on 1427 October. The project highlights the
decline in the local starling population.

The 2015 edition of the booklet “Activities
for the over 55s” in our NP area is being
distributed around local community venues.
It will also be available electronically.
The July Pick-Me-Up trip to Weston was
much enjoyed and a Christmas event is
planned for Wed. 9th December. Look out
for posters or contact Glenise for more
information.

Planning application no. 15/03794/F: an
application to erect a building on the verge
opposite 29 Canford Lane. Construction (two
small dwellings) would mean removing
mature trees protected by a tree preservation
order. Objections from local residents, the
Westbury on Trym Society and from our Tree
Champion comprehensively demolish this
application, not just because of the loss of
trees but also because the building proposed
appears to have no merit of any kind. The
developer has proposed replacement trees,
but these couldn't fit within the current narrow
pavement. We shall keep an eye on this
application.
There were many objections to an
application, recommended for approval, to
erect a second dwelling in the back garden of
19 Red House Lane, including from the
Westbury-on-Trym
Society.
Glenise
disagreed with the committee decision to
grant the application. "The discussion was
unnecessarily curtailed; I am particularly
concerned about how housing density targets
are applied. More thought should be given to
an area's character when building in back
gardens is proposed".

Dates for your Diary

"How to be a Dementia Friendly Church"
- Fri 16 October in the Westbury-on-Trym
Baptist Church, organised by Bristol
Dementia Action Alliance. A new Memory
café will be launched at the church on the
evening of Fri 6th November.

Environmental Group Update

Working Group of Older People

The best way to follow planning
applications is online. Just google "Bristol
planning applications on-line".

Celebrating Age Festival 2015 - At the M
Shed, 27 September to 12 October

The long-awaited traffic-calming chicanes
in Chock Lane have been installed. Postscheme traffic counts show reduced traffic
speeds, with 99% of vehicles now not
exceeding 21mph at the exit from them.

Tree Champion Stephanie French has
produced a helpful guide on how to
sponsor a new tree. After much
persistence, it looks as though we can get a
stump replaced in Henleaze Avenue and
two trees planted in Devonshire Road this
season. We are trying to identify stumps in
other roads on the TreeBristol website so
that people sponsoring tree replacement
can go through the process as painlessly
as possible!

PLANNING ISSUES

Henleaze Christmas Fair - Wednesday 2nd
December

Clare, Glenise and Graham wonder when the
serious work of building at St Ursula's will start

Monthly Newsletter
To receive our short monthly electronic
update, the eFocus, just send an email to
west-leaze@bristol-libdems.org.uk

Keep Fit Opportunity!
Walking has many benefits, whatever
your age, so we are offering you the chance
to join us in our regular FOCUS delivery
rounds! Since this only involves about an
hour every few weeks, we can't guarantee
to keep you fit but it's definitely healthy! Lib
Dems rely on volunteers as we aren't
funded by big business or trades unions.
With both Westbury-on-Trym and Henleaze
to cover, we're certain to find a round that
suits you.

Contacting your local Lib Dem team
Cllr Clare Campion-Smith

Graham Donald

Tel: 353 3165
clare.campion-smith@bristol.gov.uk

Tel: 07980 191933
grahamdonald@blueyonder.co.uk

Helen Cuellar

Cllr Glenise Morgan

Tel: 07970 749408
helenlibdem@gmail.com

Tel: 922 2174
glenise.morgan@bristol.gov.uk
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