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Our green capital legacy
A lasting change of attitude, practical ways of better living and an increase in sustainability were the key ambitions when the Lib
Dem led council pitched Bristol for European green capital. Now the award period is almost over, should we be happy with what
has been achieved?
Well, as with the Bristol Energy Company, money, PR and obscurity has dominated green capital. Growth for its own sake is not sustainable
and opportunities have been missed to promote many of the smaller environmental businesses in Bristol. The festivals and razzamatazz will
soon fade and, though novel, many of the smaller arts and other initiatives that we need to learn from may remain localised.
There have been successes, mainly with schoolchildren, which is the key to a better future. This was a major driver in our comprehensive bid
founded on the fundamental changes made in the years of Lib Dem administration. Since then the Energy Company has lost its focus on fuel
poverty and green energy sources and our waste recycling rates have fallen badly. Air quality is not improving and our trials of hydrogen as a
clean fuel have been ignored. In fact much of the 20-point plan established and implemented by the Lib Dem cabinet - which won this award
for Bristol - has now slipped; painting some buses green does not make a city greener.
We could become more self-sufficient but that will require better working with outside forces such as government and global business. Our city
surely must be less-divided looking forward and focus on future-proofing as its common cause.

Carriageworks development
gets permission!

Boundary Changes
This Focus has been delivered to you because you will live in
Cotham ward in May 2016 as re-shaped by the Boundary
Commission. This affects mainly people living in Kingsdown who
will be familiar with Cabot News put round by our Lib Dem
colleagues Cllrs Mark Wright and Alex Woodman. We hope our
Cotham Focus will fill the gap. Let us know!
Libraries
Cheltenham Road Library - Delays to the ill-starred Bristol
North Baths site means that it will not be finished until early
summer 2016. Chatsworth Homes were recently removed from
the project with the council taking it in house. Once completed
the present library will then be relocated there with opening
hours as follows:
M:1-7 Tu:Closed W:11-5 Th:11-5 F:11-5 Sa:11-5 Su:Closed
A permitted mixed/housing scheme will then start on the old
library site.

Local Lib Dem campaigners Mark Wright, Miles Taylor and
Anthony Negus are delighted that the Westmoreland House
and Carriageworks developments are finally going ahead.

Redland Library - After the end of the Libraries consultation the
library will no longer be closed but opening hours will be
reduced. From 4 April 2016 the opening hours will be as follows:
M:Closed Tu:11-5 W:11-7 Th:11-5 F:11-5 Sa:11-5 Su:Closed

After 3 decades of dereliction, Westmoreland House
and the Carriageworks on Stokes Croft are finally to
be brought back to life!
When the previous unsatisfactory plans were sent back for
more revisions by the last planning committee chaired by
Alex Woodman who, out of the clamour, brokered
discussion on positive outcomes for local people and the
Carriageworks Action Group that the developer made a
genuine effort to work with. The result was a scheme that
was much better all round, and the local community swung
behind the new plans.
Anthony Negus was responsible for the Compulsory
Purchase of the site which prompted new developers to
take it on and has been, with Mark Wright, a regular at the
CAG discussions over the last few years.

www.twitter.com/CothamLDs

www.facebook.com/CothamLDs

Neighbourhood Meetings
Bishopston,
Cotham
and
Redland
Neighbourhood
Partnership: 25th January 2016. Venue tbc.
Cotham Neighbourhood Partnership: 10th December 7-9pm
at Colstons Primary School annex, Elmgrove Road.
Note: Anthony has arranged for a tour of the new building at
6.30pm for local residents attending this meeting.
New Council website
It is now much easier to report problems online, from benefits to
waste. The parking permits system is still awful so allow plenty
of time, and telephone complaints lines are still frustrating. Miles
says “please reinforce our efforts to solve issues we know about
by complaining about issues like sweeping, bins on streets,
potholes etc. If it doesn’t get resolved then copy it to us to
chase”. See the new site at: www.bristol.gov.uk/
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Densification - living together
Many of us are ex-students and there is a lot
of goodwill about - but this can break down
after night-time disturbance and regular
messy streets. I have been working on
improving this for years, and the Universities
are helping. We all need to address this with
immediate neighbours, or report to the
universities via conduct-accom@bristol.ac.uk
With the rise of Bristol and the Universities, or contact me. This genie will not go back in
Cotham has steadily become by far the most the bottle and so we all need to work together.
densely occupied ward in the city. Houses
were converted into several flats and, until Things are improving, steadily, but it is
2012, into Houses of Multiple Occupation important that pressures do not increase. So
(HMOs), largely for students.
more accommodation needs to be built by the
Universities, rather than forcing more
This increased population, mainly of young demand onto landlords, who need to try
people, has changed the area. It has become harder to maintain good standards of
more diverse and more lively which works accommodation and good neighbourliness.
well when there is a balance and an The council needs to update its records so we
accommodation of different ways of life. Most can prove present high densities and try to
students, fresh from halls, move each year recover more lost council tax. Students need
and take time to appreciate that they are to know that while they are short-term
passing
through
settled
communities. members of the community they can easily fit
Anthony says “My casework is much on in, with just a bit more thought.
complaints about lifestyle. Students tell me
they are committed to recycling and good This is a great place to live - let’s all work
neighbourliness but somehow that doesn’t together and play our part in making it feel
survive when a party starts or when and look that way.
organising who puts the bins out – and takes
them in again”.
Anthony says ”Cotham residents appreciate
this Conservation Area as a leafy delightful
place and one at the heart of the city. There
have been many changes since 1980 when I
first moved to Cotham ward. Houses have
been restored, originally more for families,
and shops served a wider local need”.

Cllr Anthony Negus and Miles
Taylor on Chandos Road

We want to hear your views!
Every year the Cotham Focus team knock on every door in the ward delivering freepost
surveys to households and listening to residents views. Anthony and Miles are currently in the
process of doing this and have delivered surveys to over half of the ward. If you haven’t had
a survey yet or if you’d prefer to give us your opinions online then please use our online form
at: http://bit.do/CothamSurvey2015
Miles says “Listening and responding to residents is our key role so it’s really important to hear from as
many people as possible. We’ve tried to keep the survey as quick as possible so if you have a spare few
minutes please do fill it in.”

Miles Taylor asking
residents for their views

Remember you can always get in touch with any of us, including mayoral candidate Kay, using the details in the “Get in touch…” box below.

Colstons Primary annex open
We are very pleased that the fine new reception annex is operating but our attempts
to get the safety improvement works completed in time have been frustrated by poor
coordination between council teams. This fast stretch of Redland Road is set to become
busier - a poorly considered consequence of traffic being diverted due to changes in
Cheltenham Road forcing cars down Arley Hill.
Anthony says “The need for more local primary school places is essential in Cotham
where some parents have been forced to take their children to Easton. So I supported
this annex designed principally for local children with little space for arrivals by car. I
hope that the school will maintain this local priority”.

Get in touch...
Cllr Anthony Negus
anthony.negus@bristol.gov.uk
0117 353 4713
c/o Lib Dem Office, Brunel
House, St Georges Rd, Bristol
BS1 5UY

Miles Taylor

Students! We need your help!
Last year students at the University of Bristol alone contributed over 100,000 hours
towards volunteering projects in the local community and there’s still plenty of
opportunities to get involved.

miles4cotham@gmail.com
@milesvtaylor

For UoB students: http://www.bristolsu.org.uk/volunteerhub/
For UWE students: http://bit.do/uwevolunteer
Miles says “If you’ve recently moved in to your new student accommodation in Cotham
ward then firstly, welcome to the best ward in Bristol! These websites have so many
different opportunities to get more involved with your local community, it’s good to
have on your CV, really helps with student - resident relations and can be a great way
to take your mind off your studies”.

Kay Barnard
kay@bristollibdems.org
0117 923 7815

The Liberal Democrats and their elected representatives may use any information you give us to contact you. By providing your data to us, you are consenting to us making contact with you in the future by mail, email, telephone, text, website and apps, even though you
may be registered with the Telephone Preference Service. You can always opt out of communications at any time by contacting us or visiting www.libdems.org.uk/optout - for more information go to www.libdems.org.uk/privacy.

