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Message to the mayor; this is a
parking zone, not a piggy-bank.
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RPZ Tax Bombshell!

Charges for Residents’ Parking Zones (RPZs) are to be set by the mayor not to pay
off the set-up costs, but to produce profits. Further, in a cynical Labour  amendment
to the budget, pre-arranged with Conservative and Green support, the repayment
period is to be extended so that the high cost of RPZ permits will be retained or rise
over the next 15 years and the profits siphoned off for a variety of projects around
the city. On top of this stealth tax both parties voted to raise Council Tax too. Cotham
Lib Dem Councillor Anthony Negus fought to be heard as he       questioned the
legality of this approach given the 2013 high court ruling that barred a similar
amendment in Barnet

Bristol’s residents’ council tax bill is already 9% above the national average. We
warned the mayor last year that his council tax increase was not fair or necessary
and that he had grossly under-estimated money coming in to the council.  Bristol
now has a huge war-chest of reserves.

Our amendments at this year’s budget were focused on providing protection for the
most vulnerable and to develop  better neighbourhoods. Lib Dems sought to
restore the promised (but not delivered) East Bristol pool. We identified grant
money from central government and earmarked reserves to pay for an overdue
recycling centre, investment in clearing up our littered streets and freezing council
tax.

Ian Townsend says: “This is not how the Lib Dems planned parking schemes,
introduced only after requests from and approval of residents. Charges should only
have been enough to cover the schemes’ cost. Any surplus should be invested in
improving Bristol's poor public transport, bus and train services to encourage people
to leave their cars at home."

Councillor Anthony Negus says: "We were open about charges, inflation and
pay-back periods. This is an outrageous abuse of residents’ trust. With the Council
Tax rise this is a double tax bombshell.”

We wanted fairness for Bristol’s taxpayers. Instead we got another council tax
increase. There is no linkage  between permit costs and loan repayment periods. So
this is a stealth tax by the mayor to raise revenue and represents a further 3%
increase in our council tax bill, rising to 8% if visitor permits are factored in. This was
supported by  Labour Tories and The Greens  working together. The Liberal
Democrats voted against the mayor’s budget, rejecting the double tax bombshell.

Local MP Stephen Williams, who is currently sponsoring a petition on the issue said:
“The price of permits for residents should be to cover the cost of the scheme. Any
surplus should be used to support transport improvements”

Cycling news
It has been a busy month for cycling in Bristol. The city’s cycling
strategy was published with a ‘Bike Life’ biannual survey to
ensure it is delivered (see www.betterbybike.info). Local
campaigner Ian Townsend is on the survey’s steering group.
Bristol City Council successfully submitted a strong bid for £10
million of Lib Dem-inspired central government money, including
better facilities in the centre and along the A38. A decision is
expected in mid-March (see www.travelwest.info/node/703).
Dates for this year’s Bristol Cycle Festival were also announced:
6-14 June.

Standing up for the world's poorest people
The Lib Dems are currently working in Parliament to ensure that
the UK continues to invest 0.7% of our national income to help on
developing countries. Ian Townsend, who works for a Bristol-
based international development research organisation, has writ-
ten a blog post in support of putting this into law and beyond party
politics, read this at ian4cotham.focusteam.org.uk.

Neighbourhood partnership festival in May

Your neighbourhood’s community festival runs from 2-10 May
this year. The first weekend sees the Gloucester Rd Central May
Fest and Redland May Fair and the second weekend the Golden
Hill Community Garden Spring Fair. The festival        depends on
volunteers’ creativity and leadership, so help make the festival a
success and join in – see www.BCRNP.org.uk/festival or email
info@bcrnp.org.uk.

Neighbourhood Meetings
BCR Neighbourhood Partnership: Monday 23 March, 7-9 pm.
Venue TBC
Cotham Neighbourhood Forum: Thursday 21 May, 7-9 pm.
Venue TBC

Lib Dems... Listening to people in the local area

Waste services:
Rectifying the unacceptable
At his second meeting in 2 weeks with the Head of Council
Waste services, Anthony received assurances that
everything in his detailed complaint of 3rd January (written
with the support of Ian Townsend) is to be addressed. You
can read the letter here: http://www.bristol-
libdems.org.uk/2015/02/Cotham and city-wide waste issues/.

An action plan to get back on track will be shared at weekly
meetings with Anthony, after it was accepted that the
contractor needed tighter monitoring. “Everything possible will
be done to make this a better service and rectify the
unacceptable situation” said the senior officer. As a result of
our action Cotham ward will be the first area to trial the
resulting action. Anthony says “I was assured that this
review would be of all aspects so that it may be applied to the
whole city rather than simply focusing on the high      numbers
of HMOs we have in this area. The Universities are working
on this and seem to be achieving more than the waste
contractors, whose responsibilities require them to deal with
almost all issues.



Lib Dems... working hard all year round!
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Get in touch...
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Anthony attended a residents’ meeting last
week to advise on the planning situation for
Penmaen in Alexandra Park/Chandos Road.
Anthony sent a message to the Council Head
of Planning about increasing densification of
Houses of Multiple Occupation (HMOs) and
said the focus should not be on students.
Anthony recommended wider local
engagement and comments as one
application represents a key principle for our
wider area.  Residents produced a flyer that
has attracted many responses.

When the responsible Cabinet Member,
Anthony introduced a local Article 4 Directive
so that conversions to HMOs require a
planning application and Policy DM2 in the
Local Plan concentrating on sustainable
balanced communities.   Despite this, our
planners are recommending approval for this
increased densification on the basis that
each increase is immaterial. In the last 10
years there has been recorded massive
change to the mix in our area, cumulatively
from such individual cases.  This is about
numbers within a community and
infrastructure no longer able to absorb
increase.

Anthony says “I was a co-founder of the
Bristol Student Community Partnership,
impressing the benefits that students bring. I
say this at every public meeting I have held
or attended to smooth the concerns over
experiences often expressed by residents. I

have built on this multi-agency start with
greater engagement with students and both
Universities. I have met with both VCs, and
the accommodation teams that do a good
job. The final and toughest task is to engage
landlords/agents. The Universities have
accepted my suggestion that a landlord’s
Kitemark system be introduced which will
recognise good Neighbourliness practice.
The VCs have publicly agreed with me that
this should include accommodation
standards, dear to my heart and I know also
to students.

We now have student ambassadors and
one-to-one relationships have improved after
the last year or so.  Addressing and solving
problems is much better though every year is
a new start for the teams who advise and
visit students.  Student volunteer numbers
and money raised for charities rise every
year, parties can be arranged in venues
away from residents and a street noise
campaign is to be launched.  But the density
is at a tipping point in many local streets and
beyond it in several others. Further the
planning measures that are in place to
assure balanced and sustainable
communities are not being supported by
council officers which I have regularly
challenged.

LATEST: HMO PLANNING REFUSAL

£5 Million Boost for Colston Hall

Penmaen is the latest attempt to cram in
more tenants.

Stephen Williams, Bristol West’s LibDem MP has won
support from Danny Alexander, Chief Secretary to the
Treasury, for the £45 million ‘Thank You For The Music’
campaign to renovate the performance space and
develop the music education hub. Anthony joined
Stephen at Westminster ten days before to support the
campaign.

Speaking about the announcement, Stephen Williams said:
“I am delighted that the Treasury has committed to providing
£5 million of funding for the Colston Hall. I have been
pressing this issue in government for several months and
this announcement represents a big step forward for the
‘Thank You for the Music’ campaign.

Danny Alexander said:
“Colston Hall is an
extremely important local
and national musical
institution. I am delighted to
announce £5 million of
Government funding for the
regeneration fund, in
response to the passionate
and dedicated campaign
by Thank You For The
Music and local MP and
communities minister
Stephen Williams.”

Local campaigner Ian
Townsend said “The
Colston Hall is at the heart
of performance in Bristol,
especially for music. This
funding comes after joint
efforts by Stephen and Lib
Dem councillors and I hope
that everyone will get
behind this campaign.”

Bristol Music Trust chief
executive Louise Mitchell
added: “This is a fantastic
first step towards us
securing the future of the
Hall for future generations.”

Stephen Williams MP with Louise Mitchell (Bristol
Music Trust Chief Executive, Cllrs Gary Hopkins,
Clare Campion-Smith, Simon Cook, Baroness
Barbara Janke and Cllr Anthony Negus.


