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5th June 2020 

 

RE: ES20029 Funding submission for highway measures to support social distancing during 
recovery from lockdown 
 

Dear Cllr Harmer, 
 

Bromley Liberal Democrats are happy to see Bromley Council’s proposals to make supporting our local 
businesses safer during the COVID-19 pandemic. We also praise the steps to encourage active travel 
and reduce dependence on public transport and private motor vehicles for those travelling to work or 
school. Although the proposed measures are temporary, we hope it will inspire permanent 
improvements throughout the borough. 
 

We have however noted some missed opportunities which we outline below. We ask that these are 
considered on June 8th. We also ask that whatever decisions are made on June 8th, that future 
recommendations from Bromley residents will be considered in due course. 
 

Active travel 

Copers Cope 
 

Speeding on residential roads - Copers Cope Rd, Brackley Rd, Park Rd suffer from rat-running and 
speeding.  Can measures be introduced to make these roads safer for pedestrians and cyclists? 
 

Copers Cope Rd - improve pedestrian crossing at junction with Southend Rd 
Local people have requested an improved pedestrian crossing here, it is a junction renowned for near 
misses as evidenced by crashmap.org.uk 
 

Westgate Road Bridge - resolve congestion and make safe for pedestrians and cyclists 
The temporary measures provide opportunity for the Council to trial measures to improve pedestrian 
and cyclist access to the bridge.  Ward Councillors will be aware of the long-standing campaign by local 
residents to deal with the problems at the bridge and we strongly urge the Council to investigate 
solutions as part of this project. 
 

Manor Road / Wickham Rd/ Bromley Rd 
There is currently no pedestrian phase on these lights, making it difficult for pedestrians to cross safely. 
This busy and unusual junction serves Cornerways Surgery and has been identified by residents as 
unsafe. 
 

West Wickham 
 

Westmoreland Road/Pickhurst Lane/Barnfield Wood/ Hayes Lane - pedestrian phase on lights 
There is currently no pedestrian phase on these lights, making it difficult for pedestrians to cross safely. 
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Bromley Town 
 

Murray Avenue / Wendover Road railway bridge - impossible for pedestrians to pass each other 
safely. No easy solution but at a minimum there should be “give way to those already on bridge and 
maintain 2m distance” signs.  
 

Chislehurst 
 

Chislehurst High Street - the changes to parking making the current slots parallel are temporary. Why 
not make all the parking slots parallel, use the extra space to increase pavement width and create a bi-
directional cycle track the length of the high street using any spare space for cycle stands. 
 

Chislehurst - War Memorial Junction - a difficult crossing with traffic already busy and there will be 
groups of pedestrians waiting to cross if no changes are made making social distancing difficult. As per 
previous requests from residents’ groups, we suggest you add a pedestrian phase to the traffic light 
sequence and that this phase to be longer than normal to avoid “bunching” while pedestrians wait to 
cross.   
 

Orpington 

Orpington Cycling - receives very little attention in the list of improvements - cycling is in general 
very difficult around Orpington as there are no proper cycle paths on Sevenoaks Rd in South 
Orpington.  

Clock House  

Clock House - temporary cycle routes are a good idea but they must have some physical 
separation from vehicle traffic otherwise new cyclists may well be reluctant to use them - negating 
their purpose completely. 

  
 
 

Town Centre Social Distancing  

Bromley South - when commuting starts again in numbers there should be “Keep left” signage at the 
Kentish way underpass to allow pedestrians to pass at distance at busy times. Similarly the alleyway 
between the high street and Elmfield park should be closed or made one way by signage.  
 

Green Street Green - there are always queues near Waitrose, the GP surgery and the Pharmacy 
and planning for these should be included in the list of recommendations. There are problems 
with the access to the Green recycling site in Green Street Green, occasionally the neighbouring 
roads become very congested including the small shopping centre at the Crescent 

Clock House Ward - Sainsburys Local is covered but Tesco (opposite Kent House Road) and 
Co-Op in Elmers End Road need to be included.   
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School Social Distancing 

Copers Cope 
 
Copers Cope Rd - pedestrian crossing by New Beckenham Station 
Over 1400 have signed a petition for a crossing at here (see petition link in the annex). There is clearly 
a need for a safe crossing here for both rail users and those walking to Worsley Bridge School. We 
strongly urge the Council to consider funding this as part of the project. 
 

Brackley Road - pedestrian crossing for Worsley Bridge School 
Parents have previously requested a pedestrian crossing on Brackley Rd to access the school safely. 
Can this be implemented in tandem with the 20mph signs? More parents will be encouraged to walk if 
they can cross roads safely with children and buggies. 
 

Kelsey & Eden Park 
 
Upper Elmers End Road at the junction with Balmoral Avenue - pedestrian crossing 
There is a petition signed by over 1000 residents calling for a safe crossing here to enable families to 
cross safely so Eden Park High School (see petition link in annex). 
 
South Eden Park Road - pedestrian crossing and improved safety 
Families have requested a safe pedestrian crossing points on South Eden Park Rd & a weather-proof 
path linking Eden Park Avenue and the exit from the Harvington playing fields to Unicorn School. Over 
200 people have signed a petition and we urge the Council to investigate options to improve road safety 
on this school route.  
 
Eden Park Avenue - safe pedestrian crossings 
Local people have requested safe pedestrian crossing points on this road which is a main thoroughfare 
to schools, shops and station. Over 100 people signed a petition for improved pedestrian safety here 
(see petition link in annex). 
 

Bickley 
 
Nightingale Lane - this road is home to 3 primary schools in close proximity. The pavements are 
particularly narrow at the Tylney end with 2 wheel up parking. A prime candidate to make traffic free for 
peak school drop off and pick up periods to allow more space for those walking and cycling to socially 
distance.  
 

Chislehurst: 
 
Chislehurst - Red Hill Primary - parents drive in because of the large catchment area, during these 
social distancing times we should make parking in local car parks free of charge for drop off and pick up 
during a school start and finish times to encourage parents not to park on Red Hill. 
 

Chislehurst - Mead Road school - this is a small school that should qualify for a school street.  Access 
via Mead Road - we recommend this is closed to traffic for school start and end times.   Parents should 
be encouraged to use the alternative entrance accessed via the footpath and to enable this the council 
should take steps to cut back the bushes and clean up and maintain the path.   
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Orpington 
 
Orpington Schools has been largely omitted from the recommendations, there are particular concerns 
about the narrow entrances at Blenheim Primary in Blenheim Road, Warren Road Primary and St Mary 
Cray primary. Narrow pavements will make social distancing difficult. 
 
 

We ask that you consider these additional opportunities for improvements to make the best experience 
for Bromley residents in these exceptional times and beyond. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 

Dave Marshall 
Chair, Bromley Liberal Democrats 
 
CC: Bromley Councillors 

Annex: 
Copers Cope Rd - pedestrian crossing by New Beckenham Station 
https://www.bromleylibdems.org.uk/copers_cope_crossing 
 

Upper Elmers End Road at the junction with Balmoral Avenue - pedestrian crossing 
https://www.change.org/p/bromley-council-install-a-pedestrian-crossing-for-eph 
 

South Eden Park Road - pedestrian crossing and improved safety 
https://www.bromleylibdems.org.uk/unicorn_and_langley_schools_road_safety_petition 
 

 
 
 
 


