The Liberal Democrats exist to build and safeguard a fair, free and open society, in which
we seek to balance the fundamental values of liberty, equality and community, and in
which no one shall be enslaved by poverty, ignorance or conformity.
This 2018 Local Election Manifesto was put together by local residents, our members who live
in Calderdale. It says what a Liberal Democrat run Council would strive to achieve for the
community in which we all live together.
If you support these ideas and our values then vote for us on May 3rd. Together we can
change the direction of Calderdale.

Councillor James Baker - Leader of Calderdale Council Liberal Democrat Group.
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Tackling Poverty and Improving the Local Economy
Local investment
We will work to ensure that the Council invests in local businesses and industry. Currently,
the Council holds millions of pounds in investments with banks. We think we more of these
public funds should be put into local enterprises to create a better future for local people.

Boosting exports, and international relations
We will work to support local businesses to access new markets and export more. We will
also promote our existing cultural links and put more of a focus on Town Twinning.

Start-up zones and markets
The best way out of poverty is to give people the tools to build, trade, develop and start up
their own enterprises. However, the start-up costs can be so high that often only those with
existing capital can undertake new enterprises. Through the Council, we will seek to set up
enterprise spaces for new start-ups and invest in our local markets. We believe that the more
vibrant our markets the more vibrant our towns will be.

Local business networks and mentoring
We will urge the Council to develop more local business networks and mentoring schemes
across Calderdale. We think that a community-based scheme for local businesses that are
supported by the Council will help to foster a business spirit across Calderdale.

Council lottery scheme
We will work to establish a Council run local lottery scheme so that money raised from the
lottery will be used for local good causes within Calderdale.

Investing in housing
We believe in fighting poverty. There is no greater poverty than the poverty caused by not
having a home. That is why we will urge the Council to work with the new Calderdale Housing
Company to build more affordable housing and promote independent living. We would also
develop and support Community Land Trusts to help bring forward more housing projects.

Insulation and affordable warmth
We believe in fighting poverty and protecting the environment. Cold homes result in illness
and premature deaths. A lack of insulation contributes to forcing people into poverty that has
an adverse effect on their physical and mental health. We would launch a major affordable
warmth scheme and will push for public health spending on insulation for people living in
cold homes.

A modern democratic Council
Access to services online
We are open to new ideas. That is why we want to hear how you, the customers, want to
transform how the Council delivers services. We will ensure that it is easier to interact with
the Council and the services you require online and via a mobile phone.

Local decision making
Under the cabinet system, power is concentrated in the Town Hall in the hands of senior
officers and cabinet members. We will establish area committees of ward Councillors to make
decisions about Highways Spending, Safer Cleaner Greener activity, regeneration planning
and services at local level.

Give people power to shape their communities
Neighbourhood Plans give power to local people to shape their communities, for example, in
deciding where new housing is built. We want to extend this opportunity to all communities
across Calderdale. We will also encourage the establishment of new Town and Parish
Councils to run local services.

Crowd-funding
We believe in empowering people and communities. That is why we will set up a website that
allows people to fundraise for small community capital projects in their own community, and
also to donate to projects that support the most economically deprived areas in Calderdale.

Community management of assets and services
Where possible, we will encourage community management of assets and Council services. This
will help to reduce the cost of the Council in maintaining assets, creating more money for local
services, and will give local people the opportunity to work with the Council to get what they
need in their own area.

Mutual model for service delivery
We believe power is best wielded by the many not the few. It is the role of local Councillors to
determine what services are needed, but the details of how a service is delivered would be
best achieved by empowering our workforce. We will promote mutual models of service
delivery where worker co-operatives deliver more of the services that the Council provides.

Health and Social Care
Dementia village & more independent living accommodation
We will seek to improve social care to the increasing number of people suffering from
Dementia by building a new ‘Dementia Village’, modelled on the successful and innovative
Hogeweyk project in the Netherlands which provides care grounded in day to day life within
society. We will also work to build more independent living accommodation units for
Calderdale.

Ensure that mental health gets a fair share of health spending
Improving mental health provision is a priority for Liberal Democrats nationally and locally.
We want to invest more funding in mental health services and want to make sure that
services in Calderdale are easily accessible for local people. While “talking therapies” are
important, so are support and care services for people living with enduring mental illness.

Care closer to home
We want to ensure that everybody has easy access to health, wellbeing and care services in
their local community provided and coordinated through a partnership between Calderdale
Council, the NHS and local community groups.

Protecting your rights and Freedoms
Privacy guidelines
We value everyone as an individual. That is why we will ensure Calderdale Council respects
residents’ personal privacy by introducing a new gold standard for local government. We will
not share or use your personal data for research without your consent; we will keep you
informed about how your data is used. You will have the right to opt out of any profiling.

LGBT rights
We value everyone as an individual. Too many people still face discrimination, prejudice and
hatred due to their sexuality and we are determined to stamp this out. That is why we want
Calderdale to be a beacon for LGBT rights.

Tackling religious intolerance
We value tolerance of other people’s views and beliefs, so a Liberal Democrat Council will
work to tackle intolerance of other people’s religious beliefs.

Treating people as individuals
Our policy is to ensure that we treat everyone as individuals and provide services to local
people in response to their needs. We do not give any special preferential treatment to any
particular group of people.

Transport
One-hour free car parking
We believe in fighting poverty, and that the cost of parking is too high. Motorists are not all
wealthy, and many people need a car in a semi-rural area such as Calderdale. We want to
encourage people to shop locally in their own Towns. We would do this by ensuring that all of
our Towns had one-hour free parking. This would boost local businesses whilst ensuring that
parking spaces were not taken up all day long.

Campaign for better-integrated transport systems
We’ll continue to press for significant improvement to the rail services (electrification of the
Calder Valley line, modern railway carriages, the station at Elland) and we’ve protected and
improved local buses. We’re supporting more cycling and walking, and reducing carbon
emissions (and cleaner air) by electric cars. But we want to do more than that and make
certain that transport is properly integrated so the system works well for local people.

Highway improvements
A lot of money is spent patching our roads. We believe it would be more cost effective for
there to be a major capital investment in our Highways to bring them up to standard.

The Environment and Planning
Calderdale Energy Company and faster action to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions
We believe in protecting the environment so we would set the Council tougher targets to
reduce its greenhouse gas emissions. We would also invest in community energy schemes
and seek to set up our own energy company to supply energy produced in Calderdale to local
residents living in Calderdale

Real-time monitoring of air pollution
Poverty in health means that the poorest in our Borough die on average 10 years earlier than
the richest parts of our Borough. Many of the poorest areas are those most affected by air
polluting. That is why we would upgrade our capacity to monitor air pollution in Calderdale to
provide residents of real-time information and warnings when pollution levels were high.

Opposition to fracking
We are opposed to fracking within Calderdale and will do everything we legally can to try and
oppose any attempts to frack within Calderdale. We believe we should be transitioning to
low-carbon energy production, not seeking new ways to extract even more fossil fuels from
the ground.

Ban single-use plastic by the Council
Single-use plastic items such as cups, straws and plastic bags contribute to polluting our
environment. Plastics take hundreds of years to break down and find their ways into our seas
and Oceans. We think the Council should lead by example and stop using these materials in
favour of more sustainable alternatives.

Second wheelie bin for recycling
A second wheelie bin for recycling would help to reduce the amount of recycling waste that
gets blown around our streets on collection days. Trafford Council that has the highest
recycling rate in the country has this system of a second wheelie bin.

Tackling Derelict Sites & Enforcing Planning
Calderdale Council has taken a lax approach to using its legal powers to ensure owners of
derelict sites and properties tidy up their sites. We would develop a new policy to ensure a
pro-active use of the Council’s legal under Section 215 of the Town and Country Planning Act
to force the site owners to tidy up the Halifax Road and Burnley Road derelict sites.
We would also ensure the Council’s planning department actively enforces conditions of
planning permissions.

Local Plan
The Conservative Government is forcing every Council to produce a local plan. Given this is
the case we think it is better that we have a local plan that is agreed by local people and
Calderdale Council rather than one that is produced for us by civil servants down in London.
We would seek to work on a cross-party basis to agree a sustainable local plan that minimises
building on the greenbelt, and maximises transport and infrastructure investment.

Cleaner streets
Many of the streets in Calderdale are filthy. We would aim to remove the bulky waste
collection charge and reduce charges at tips. This would result in less fly-tipping. We would
also encourage more community clean-ups and encourage people to take more pride in
keeping their streets clean.

Education and Young People
Protecting small schools
In many rural communities, small schools are an essential part of the local community. We
would pledge to protect small schools that are performing well from closures or mergers.

Vocational training
We would ensure the Council promotes apprenticeships and vocational training. We would
seek to open a skills centre in partnership with local businesses and manufactures to ensure
we had a workforce that was trained for the future needs of our economy.

Improving key stage five education
Calderdale underperforms in terms of its KS5 education standards. We support the opening
of a new sixth form college to help improve the education standards of students wishing to
take A-Level courses within Calderdale. We also recognise that different areas of Calderdale
need local access to KS5 education, and would support any new college having a satellite site
to cover the geography of the Borough.

Tackling the lack of diversity in schools
In Halifax, we have schools that are divided between White British communities and British
Asian communities. We believe that this lack of diversity in our schools will lead to a more
divided society. We will seek to work with schools on projects to address this issue and bring
people from different cultural and religious backgrounds together as residents of Calderdale.

More funding for youth projects
We believe there should be more structure activists for young people to participate in across
the Borough. We would work towards funding more youth projects.

Community Safety and Resilience
Supporting action to tackle dangerous driving and speeding
We would ensure Council resources are used for traffic calming measures in areas where
speeding is a problem.

Tackling anti-social behaviour
Anti-social behaviour is on the rise across Calderdale. It is committed by people from all age
groups and backgrounds. We would ensure the Council uses its legal powers at its disposal
such as Community Protection Notices and Public Space Protection Orders to help tackle this
problem.
We would also work to ensure the provision of more Council and Community services
designed to encourage people into constructive and creative activity.
We would make the reduction of anti-social behaviour one of the Council’s key performance
indicators.

Community based flood resilience
We would work with the local community to develop and train more community flood
wardens and to ensure Town Councils had an active role in supporting flood resilience and
recovery work. We think we need much more community involvement in official flood and
recovery plans.
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