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KEEPING OUR PARKS IN
GOOD CONDITION
The Council’s new parks
enforcement officers started
work in some of the borough’s
open spaces.
The contract started in a ‘soft
launch’ phase, followed by
issuing Fixed Penalty Notices for
dropping litter and failure to
pick up dogs’ mess.
Littering in parks has increased
significantly during the
pandemic with many visitors
leaving food, wrappers, bottles
and cans behind.
This not only puts wildlife at
risk, but also encourages vermin
and spoils the borough’s parks
for other visitors. It places an
increasing burden on parks staff

Safer Neighbourhood
Team update
At a recent meeting of the SNT, Cllr Kevin
Burke asked that targeting graffiti be one
of the Priorities for the local police. Apart
from spoiling an area it also increases
the fear of crime disproportionately.
The Police also reported some positive
outcomes in regard to burglary and
supply and possession of drugs in our
area, and on theft of catalytic converters
from cars. Operation Basswood, covering
the South East region had produced
results targeting an organised crime
group heavily involved in the theft of
catalytic converters.

and volunteers who help to
keep Sutton’s parks tidy.
Cllr Kevin Burke said:
‘’Since the pandemic our parks
and open spaces have been
vital to the health and wellbeing
of our residents and I’m pleased
to see that action is being taken
to ensure that they are kept
safe, clean and enjoyable places
for us all to spend time.
“However, if you see overflowing
bins in parks or on streets, it
helps to use the Report It
function on the Council’s
website. The records are used
for action on problem
locations.’’

Seears Park
Many of you will be aware of the
derelict Quarry Cottage by Seears Park
and it is an issue that residents and
visitors to the park regularly raise.
Cllr Kevin Burke recently had a meeting
with Council officers to discuss the
options available to bring it into use,
but these are limited by the covenant
under which John Seears bequeathed
the park for the public good.
Previous possibilities in recent years
have been for it to be used by the

Metropolitan Police and then as a
restaurant café but neither of these
proposals came to fruition. The Council
have instigated additional security
measures to help address the
vandalism which occurs from time to
time on this site, which has safety
fencing erected around the entire
property.
The Council continues to look at
options, taking into account the
covenant restrictions so that a way
forward can be agreed.
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