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FOCUS
on The Wrythe

Your Lib Dem team - active and working all year round

From your local Lib Dem Team: Cllrs Nali Patel,
Colin Stears and Sam Weatherlake.

Thanks to a deal between Liberal Democrat-run Sutton Council and
developer Rydon, the section of the Wandle Trail that connects
Watercress Park with Hackbridge Community Garden has
undergone significant renovation.
Pathways have been widened and a smooth cycleway has been
introduced, with further landscaping improvements to open up the
riverside view.
The works have been delivered by Rydon as part of public realm

Improved Wandle
Trail now open
Residents can now follow the Wandle Trail right down to

Wandle Park following the completion of works on Riverbank Way.
improvements, secured by the
Council, when granting permission
for the Maple Grove development
by Corbet Close.
The Wandle Trail is much loved by
the local community, mostly
following the River Wandle, and
runs for around 12.5 miles from
Croydon to Wandsworth. It is
home to rich wildlife, including
mandarin ducks, kingfishers and
herons.
Nali Patel, Liberal Democrat
Councillor for The Wrythe, praised
the renovation, saying:
“It is great to see this section of the
Wandle Trail near The Wrythe open
up again. I know how much
residents love walking and cycling
along the route and now they can
do so uninterrupted by
improvement works.
“The widened pathways make it
much safer for cyclists and
pedestrians to share the Trail and
the smooth surface makes it much
more accessible for those using
wheelchairs and mobility scooters,

like me, or parents pushing prams.
“The Liberal Democrats fought
hard to make sure that this new
development came with benefits
for the whole community. Now
local residents can enjoy long
summer walks along the Trail once
again.”
The re-opening of the Trail was
also welcomed by Liberal
Democrat Councillor for The
Wrythe Sam Weatherlake, who
said:
“The events of the past year have
reminded us how important it is to
have access to natural spaces like
the Wandle Trail. We are fortunate
to have many such beautiful
spaces in our area, including
Wilderness Island, Watercress Park
and The Grove.
It is vital not just for our
environment but also for our
mental health and personal
wellbeing that we look after these
places and make them accessible
to local residents.”

Following requests from local residents,
Liberal Democrat Councillors have taken
action and secured improvements to the
pathway by Watercress Park.

Over the winter, heavy rain contributed to
further damage to the footpath, with the
erosion making some sections difficult to walk
through safely.

After residents reported the issue to local
Liberal Democrat ward councillors, the
Council took action and paid for the pathway
to be resurfaced.

Speaking about the improved pathway, local
Liberal Democrat Councillor Colin Stears said:

“During lockdown, going for walks was
so important to local people’s
wellbeing. As soon as we heard about
this pathway becoming badly damaged,
I knew we had to take action fast.

“I’m glad that within weeks of us raising
this with the Council, the pathway was
resurfaced and residents could start
using it safely once again.

“I would like to thank residents for
reporting this to us and to the Council’s
team for acting so quickly.”

Pathway improved by Watercress Park
On Sunday 6th June, an art fair was held
at the award-winning Hackbridge
Community Garden.

In addition to showcasing the talents of
many local artists, the creator of the
garden, Claudio Funari, used the occasion
to unveil his latest work – a magnificent
carving in the shape of a lion.

“Claudio has done an amazing job
creating this community garden”, said
Sam Weatherlake, Councillor for The
Wrythe. “As we come out of lockdown, I
hope we will be able to enjoy many more
events like this one.”

Art Fair at Hackbridge
Community Garden


