FOCUS
on Wandle Valley

From your local Lib Dem team: Cllrs Ben Andrew,
Hanna Zuchowska and Vincent Galligan.

Improved Wandle
Trail now open
Residents can now follow the Wandle Trail right down to
Wandle Park following the completion of works on Riverbank Way.
the riverside view.
The works have been delivered
by Rydon as part of public realm
improvements, secured by the
Council, when granting
permission for the Maple Grove
development by Corbet Close.
The Wandle Trail is much loved
by the local community, mostly
following the River Wandle, and
runs for around 12.5 miles from
Croydon to Wandsworth. It is
home to rich wildlife, including
mandarin ducks, kingfishers and
herons.
Thanks to a deal between Liberal Democrat-run Sutton
Council and developer Rydon, the section of the Wandle Trail
that connects Watercress Park with Hackbridge Community
Garden has undergone significant renovation.
Pathways have been widened and a smooth cycleway has been
introduced, with further landscaping improvements to open up

Sutton home to UK’s first
Trans Pride Crossing

Ben Andrew, Liberal Democrat
Councillor for Wandle Valley
praised the renovation, saying:
“It is great to see this section of
the Wandle Trail open up again. I
know how much residents love

walking and cycling along the
route, myself included, and now
we can enjoy it freely again.
The widened pathways make it
safer for cyclists and pedestrians
to share the Trail, and the
smooth surface makes it much
more accessible for cyclists,
those using wheelchairs and
mobility scooters, and parents
pushing prams.
The Liberal Democrats fought
hard to make sure that this new
development came with benefits
for the whole community. Now
local residents can enjoy long
summer walks along the trail
once again, and enjoy the much
loved local nature which we
learned to appreciate even more
during lockdown.”

Zero Carbon Homes bring cheaper bills
and lower emissions

The pedestrian crossing in Sutton town centre was
repainted with the blue, pink and white colours of
the Trans flag. It celebrates Sutton’s transgender
community, and stands as a testament to inclusivity
in the borough.

Sutton Council is leading the way
on green innovation by becoming
the first London borough to trial a
zero-carbon approach to heating
and insulating homes.

Lib Dem Councillor and Council Lead Member for
Equalities Jake Short said, “I am delighted to see this
celebration of the richness and diversity that our
transgender community brings to Sutton. Until
transgender people and other minority groups are
able to live without fear of discrimination or hate,
we must continue to demonstrate our support and
stand with them to clearly demonstrate our
commitment to eliminating transphobia.”

As part of the Lib Dem-run Council's
action to tackle the climate
emergency, the Sutton Housing
Partnership has begun work
transforming 100 homes in the
borough.
Using the Energiesprong initiative,
residents homes will have their walls

and ceilings insulated against heat
loss, windows and doors replaced,
and a solar panel-powered central
heating and ventilation system
installed. The retrofitting measures
will improve their energy efficiency.
With substantially less energy
needed to heat them, residents will
also benefit from lower energy bills.
The trials provide an opportunity for
the Council to gain insight into how
retrofitting homes could be applied
at scale across Sutton.
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