
YOUR VOTE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

I heard an interesting statistic recently from Eddisbury’s MP, Stephen O’Brien.  He stated that 43% of people
who are eligible to vote in Eddisbury (Winsford is the largest town in this constituency) did not do so in the
last general election. Within this percentage he included those registered to vote and those who hadn’t.

These statistics made me wonder why people don’t register to vote and why some who are registered
don’t vote.  Since then I’ve had some interesting conversations with people on this issue.

I think my quest to understand why people don’t vote was spurred by the recent Scottish referendum
for independence, when almost 85% of eligible voters made their mark on ballot papers: 55.3% voted ‘NO’;
44.7% voted ‘Yes’. There was a staggering turnout and the results were very close. Granted, out of the 3.6
million who voted, over 100,000 were 16 – 17 year olds (the first time people of this age were allowed to vote
in a British election), and 71% of these teenagers voted ‘Yes’. Scotland was alive with debate on this issue.

Nearly 85% of Scots did not merely talk, debate and moan about the issue at home, in pubs, bars and
restaurants, in schools, colleges and universities, in campaign groups, etc, they actually made a decision then
voted at a polling station, or by post, or by proxy for what they wanted for Scotland.

So, after this impressive performance, I began my quest to understand why the turnout of English
eligible voters is low. 43% of eligible voters in Eddisbury do not vote!! That is an incredibly high number.

But then we live in a democracy and in a democracy such as ours people are allowed not to vote – it’s
our democratic right.  People are also allowed to spoil their ballot paper in the polling booth in whatever way
they want: draw cartoons; write obscenities; draw obscenities; write what they wish, and then fold it and slot
it into the locked box – that’s also our democratic right. Voting is anonymous, so no one will ever know.  This
is because in a democracy we have rights, privileges and freedoms.

In a democracy we can vote for candidates for lots of reasons, here are a few interesting reasons I’ve
heard over time: because I like his/her hairstyle; because I’d buy a used car from her/him; because I fancy
her/him; because he wears nice ties; because I like the tone of his/her voice; because he/she has perfect
white teeth and a nice smile; because she/he wears designer suites; because she/he is a friend or a friend of a
friend, because she/he amuses me, because he was once a film star, etc.

Our democracy allows us to choose any reason at all for voting for a candidate or issue; we don’t have
to have any political nous when we mark our ballot paper.  This reassures me. It tells me I live in a free
country.

A few days ago, I mentioned to a close friend that I was writing this piece and before I’d even finished
speaking, she’d said: “Who’d want to vote for that bunch of fools?”  In my quest I’ve heard this statement
over and over in one form or another.  Below is a list of reasons for why people don’t vote in general or local
elections:

- The Government is made up of a bunch of fools.
- No one in the Government cares about people; they just care about being re-elected.
- The Government panders to the wealthy and the poor have to pay higher taxes, such as VAT, the

bedroom tax, road fund licence, etc.
- Governments always punish the poor.  According to them we’re all committing benefit fraud.
- Politics bores me.
- I’m not political.
- I can’t be bothered.
- I don’t understand politics.
- I can’t read. (One in five people in Britain struggle to read often due to dyslexia.)
- I’m visually impaired.
- I don’t feel clever enough.
- I can’t get to the polling station or the post box and no one will take me.
- No one in my family has ever voted and we’ve done okay.
- I’m an anarchist. I’m a libertarian.
- I haven’t registered to vote.
- I don’t understand the registration form, why is it so complicated?
- I’ve never been inside a polling station so I won’t know what to do.  I’ll look like an idiot.



- We don’t have a fair electoral system.
- I can do more good by campaigning to change the electoral system through campaigning groups.
- Politicians are crooked; they accept corporate incentives for voting certain ways.
- Corporations run our country now; it’s a Corpocracy rather than a Democracy.
- My vote won’t count; this is a safe seat so I can’t make a difference.

Let look at the last reason on this list and apply it to our constituency: Eddisbury is a safe seat so I can’t make
a difference by voting. Well maybe you can.  If only 57% of eligible people in Eddisbury vote, then we can
assume that not all of these people voted for our current MP.  Take a look at the statistics below taken from
the Cheshire East website:

Candidate Party 2010 Result % Vote
Dodman, Charles William
Henry

UK Independence
Party 1,931 4.3

Merrick, Pat Labour 9,794 21.6
O'Brien, Stephen Rothwell Conservative 23,472 51.7
Thompson, Bob Liberal Democrat 10,217 22.5

Turnout: 68.2% (+5% on 2005 election), Spoiled / rejected ballot papers: 109

Note that the turnout of registered voters in Eddisbury was only 68.2%. Also note that just over half (51.7%)
of these registered constituents voted for our current MP, whilst just under half (48.4%) voted for other
candidates. This means that if a decent percentage of the 32.2% of registered voters who didn’t vote actually
voted and they were joined by a decent number of those who decide they’re going to register to vote and
then vote, this percentage of votes could bring about change. Eddisbury is only a safe seat because not
enough eligible people in the constituency vote.

HOW TO MAKE THE UK A BETTER PLACE FOR EVERYONE

If you are unhappy with our political system, and many people are, including me, then you might want to take
a look at the 38 Degrees website: www.38degrees.org.uk.

38 Degrees brings concerned people together so we can take action on issues that matter to us, so we
can bring about democratic change in the UK – we really are beginning to make a difference now we have
over 3 million members. You’d be surprised just how many people are concerned about UK politics, etc.

38 Degrees members are more often ordinary people who want their voice heard and want to join
with likeminded others. It’s not intellectual, highbrow and condescending. Also it doesn’t cost anything to
join 38 Degrees although you can chip-in if you can afford to.

Often it’s as easy as signing a petition.  Sometimes we email our MPs or EMPs to tell them what we
think and feel about issues, and 38 Degrees always gives us help and advice about how to express ourselves,
because often it’s hard writing our concerns down. I’m dyslexic, so I understand how difficult it can be.

I started emailing my MP a few years ago and at first I felt pretty insecure about what to say.  I was in
my 50s and had never communicated with a politician before. So I read 38 Degrees’ suggestions and this
really helped.  Sometimes I just send the email example they’ve written, because I can’t say it any better. I
now rattle off emails without any worry because it gets easier the more I try. I’ve even met with my MP in
Eddisbury to tell him about my concerns.

Another thing I really like about 38 Degrees is that anyone can start a campaign.  If you feel that
something is unfair, for example your employment contract or the closure of a particular hospital then you
can ask members to sign petitions to support your campaign. This type of campaigning really gets results.

38 Degrees is not the only organisation out there trying to keep Britain a true democracy.  If you want
to know about other organisations you can email 38 Degrees and they’ll have information about these
campaigning groups.



Remember MPs, EMPs and local government councillors are elected to serve us rather than themselves.

Judith Wood
CW60JN


