
Good evening Audlem

and thank you for inviting me here tonight.

I am Ian Priestner, the Liberal Democrat candidate for

Eddisbury and I live in Tarporley

We will over the next hour or so dig deep into policy,

so I thought I’d try something different and so you can

have a better idea of the background of those you will

be voting for next Thursday.

Audlem is special to me: my parents did their courting

in the Shroppie Fly in the bleak days after the end of

the war.  My father, still doing well at 97,  one of five

brought up on a small tenanted farm in Warburton

served as a policeman for six years in Lymm before

joining the RAF Police where he served throughout the

war. He went onto to work for 25 years in East Africa



in agricultural development managing Marketing

Boards for coffee, cotton, maize and sisal, before

returning to Cheshire in the 1970s  to work for the Co-

op in Manchester.  He was always very proud of his

deep roots in the Cheshire farming community, which

continue to prosper today. The Priestners are today

one of the largest egg producers in the northwest and

as a consequence know a great deal about EU farming

regulations.

The first Priestners arrived in Cheshire from Austria in

1580 as ditch diggers, draining Carrington Moss.

Initially settling in Northwich and Tarporley they have

now spread to all corners of Cheshire, even beyond.

My mother volunteered for the Land Army, recognised

only very recently for their service by the last Labour

government, and was working on a farm nearby in



January 1944 when she heard her only brother had

gone missing piloting a Lancaster bomber over

Germany. From an artistic family her parents were

close friends of Manchester artists Lowry and Valette

and helped create the collections now at the Lowry,

Manchester and Salford Art Galleries.

I was educated in Cheshire mostly at boarding schools,

including nearby Ellesmere.  I left at 16 and went to

work at a jigsaw factory in Ancoats, found a flat to rent

in Moss Side, while studying for my A Levels at night

school.

Winning  a place at Keele University, changed my life,

social mobility in action.  Working in London for the

CBI, then the US government at the Embassy I joined

the SDP in 1983 and worked for David Owen, Roy

Jenkins and Shirley Williams.



Later I joined the oil and gas industry, worked across

the world, helping broker gas deals between Israel and

Palestine, pipelines in South America, gas fields in

Kazakhstan and Tunisia; and also completing a law

degree at night school.

Returning to Cheshire in 2000 to take up a role as a

Director at United Utilities and to be near to my elderly

parents and disabled brother, full time work left me at

50 and in the teeth of a recession I know what

unemployment is really about, especially in your 50s.

I took over childcare for our daughter from my wife

whose own career was flourishing, did a Masters

and kept looking for work.

Meanwhile I took on part-time Director roles



compatible with childcare, including the Walton

Neurological Hospital in Liverpool, and a medical

software company in Bolton. Four years ago I helped

set up a renewable energy business in Salford putting

my money where my mouth is, now providing green

energy services to 28 councils across the UK including

training and certification for energy providers across

the northwest.  We now employ over 30 people, and

within 18 months will be generating  70 Gigawatts of

electricity enough to power 14,000 homes, while

providing £500k each year  into local community

schemes and investing £10m into locally-sourced

building and construction services.

Why am I standing?

We need to grow our communities sustainably but

with very few affordable houses being built we are in

danger of designing out the young, or the less well off

from our communities.



With very poor broadband – we are in the bottom 10%

in the UK for download speeds according to the House

of Commons – and with 20% of our businesses in rural

areas (41% in Audlem) or home based we are at a

disadvantage.

With clogged up roads and impassable high streets we

need to revive public transport provision, redesign our

towns and villages and provide safe cycling and walking

access to people to get about and to and from school.

With spending per head on rural populations 20%

below that of urban areas we are losing out.

We need to address these and many more issues if we

are not to fall behind. Thank You



Concluding remarks

In a few days we will see a different political landscape:

one where perhaps there is no clear outright winner.  It

is being said that if you vote Labour you are helping to

break up the Union; if you vote Conservative we may

be on our way out of Europe and a state the same size

as the 1930s. What a choice.

Meanwhile, millions will be voting for neither the

Conservative or Labour parties.  The sense of

frustration and alienation will increase exponentially;

based on a system that is claimed to create stability

and certainty, first-past-the-post, or winner takes all.

The very legitimacy of the result in the eyes of the

voting public may well be called into question.



We have had coalitions or pacts and we may have

them again, but this time they will be an attempt to

cover up a deeper malaise with politics.  Over 26000

voters did not participate in this constituency in 2010.

The Liberal Democrats have always pushed for a more

representative type of politics, and the pressure for

change will mount, if the result is as we expect.  Only

by a more proportional system can we return

legitimacy to our politics and express more

democratically the will of the electorate – otherwise

we run real risks of great change, almost by accident,

without a mandate from the people to support them.




