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NO PLACE FOR THE PART-TIME
Several people have asked me what I do as a County
Councillor, so I reviewed the first 3 months of this year.
127 meetings, 190 phone calls, 459 emails, new casework
94, casework finished 57, though many others progressed
during the period. Of the meetings 16 were in Cambridge
(on one occasion 3 in a week) involving at least an hour
savouring the delights of the A14, plus the meeting time
itself. Many phone calls were to officers of the town, district
or county councils, which have to be made during working
hours. Fortunately, I am no longer in full time employment.
Otherwise I do not see how I could do the job properly.

WYTON AIRFIELD DEVELOPMENT
Good news for Huntingdon! The massive, new 4,500
houses proposed at RAF Wyton are not to go ahead
at present. Experts could not resolve the transport
problems. Instead there will be more development
at Alconbury Weald. The development threatened
that Wyton residents wishing to go to the station, the
hospital or out to the west would have had to travel
either down Hartford Road or round the A141. Both
are already heavily congested. The prospect was of
unending traffic holdups with associated noise, poor
air and frustrated drivers. Although the threat is still
there in the longer term happily, for now, this prospect
has evaporated.

CHILDREN’S CENTRES
There has been much concern that Children’s Centres
would be sacrificed in the current climate of cuts. After
considerable discussion, it has been agreed that Children’s
Centre services will continue to be provided, though some
people may need to relocate to another building close by.

RESIDENTIAL CARE
Mike chairs the County Council Audit and Accounts
Committee where he has been banging on about the
risk to residential care posed by Brexit. We know
that there are 20,000 fewer Eastern Europeans in this
country over the last 3 months.
This results in part from the post Brexit lower value of
the pound making work here less attractive to those
sending money “home”. Residential care is heavily
dependent on skilled workers from Eastern Europe.
How would the County Council, with responsibility for
children, as well as the elderly and those mentally and
physically challenged, deal with a major collapse in
the availability of residential care homes? Which leads
neatly into:

RINGSHILL
Until very recently Ringshill residential home was
advertising for staff. The shock announcement of its closure
suggests that some of the issues above have begun to bite.

On top of those we understand that rent increases and
business rates were factors.
The loss of this establishment brings tricky issues:
a) How to relocate current residents into places not too far
from their existing support network
b) The redundancy of the current staff. The opening of a
similar establishment elsewhere in Huntingdon suggests that
some, at least, may find another similar job relatively easily.

LIB DEM PROGRESS
Since Brexit there has been a steady stream of Lib
Dem, local council by election victories, some with
amazing
swings
against other parties
(recently, for example,
in West Oxfordshire,
Lib Dems, with an
34% increase in their
share of
the vote,
captured
another
“safe” Conservatives
seat.
And, of course, we
won a famous parliamentary victory at Richmond.
These electoral successes have been matched by a
very large increase in our local membership. We are
up nearly 50% as people see us more compassionate
than the Tories and more organised and credible than
Labour.
You too could join us by going onto the party website
at libdems.org.uk
At a practical level we can always do with more
deliverers (something under an hour a time) or
supporting us in the forthcoming county election by
putting up a board or a poster.

Just ring Mike on 456555.

Late news that the little car park for disabled drivers on St. Gemaine’s Street is to close. (The lease
expired and the landlords were not realistic about rent). Alternative provision is being found.
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THE PARKING NIGHTMARE
There are two major problems with parking in Huntingdon, a) finding a place
to park around your home at night and b) parking in and around town during
the day. We have set out our latest thoughts on both these serious issues in
a separate note. It covers: commuters and town centre workers, capacity in
residential areas, factors likely to increase the problem, areas where capacity
is not fully used and where availability of parking spaces is likely to reduce. We
also give our thoughts on how some of these issues can be approached, but
clearly we do not have all the answers.
This extensive note would take up too much space for this leaflet, but if you
would like a copy just ask Mike Shellens at shellens@waitrose.com, and we
will send you our thoughts by return. It would be really good to have a broadlybased discussion about how this problem, which affects nearly all of us, can
be approached.

HERE
TO
HELP
YOU

Mike Shellens (456555)
shellens@waitrose.com

Graham Wilson (412747)
graham.wilson@
cambridgeshire.gov.uk

ASKING ABOUT YOUR ISSUES

Lib Dems really do work all year round. In addition
to monthly surgeries, responding to your phone
calls/ emails and regular Focus leaflets, we knock
on doors when there is no election, simply asking
whether you have issues you wish to bring to our
attention. Many of you will recognise the DON’T
PANIC card left when residents are out. We have
issued over 1,000 of these since the election last
May. It is slow, patient work but does allow your
issues to be brought to the fore.

www.facebook.com/HuntsLibDems

Ste Greenall (434538)
ste.greenall@ntlworld.
com

NEXT SURGERY MARKET SQUARE,
29th April.
11.30 a.m. 12.30 p.m.
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FROM YOUR LIB DEM FOCUS TEAM

SAPLEY SURVEY

The chicanes on Sapley Road are seen by many as
ineffectual (speeding is still rife) and dangerous (there are
many reports of accidents). The Lamport Drive chicane
has been hit many times. Your Lib Dem Focus team have
agreed with County Engineers that a more visible sign be
installed. Should be soon.
Further down the hill the chicane near Desborough Road
is seen as particularly dangerous. It puts downhill vehicles
in the path of vehicles coming uphill and vehicles coming
out of Desborough Road. We have issued a survey to over
2,000 houses asking for your views. Response is much
heavier than for most surveys of this sort. We shall let you
know what you what you told us in our next Focus.

Labour concluded that protecting vital services was more
important than saving the average council tax payer 44p a
week. Conservatives and UKIP thwarted this strategy and
forced the Council to accept a rise of 2%, not the 5% they
could have chosen. This has reduced income that could
have been spent protecting the elderly and vulnerable by
£5m.
Of 52 county or equivalent councils dominated by the
Tories 49 raised their council tax by more than 2%. 96% of
Tory controlled authorities chose to protect their residents
by cutting fewer services. Cambridgeshire preferred to cut
services. Added to the £5m foregone last year that means
that over £10m worth of service cuts have been sacrificed.
Woeful.

FIRE
Our Fire and Rescue Service is one of the smaller
Fire Authorities. Like others, it has had to bear its

BUTTSGROVE WAY
Buttsgrove has the dubious distinction of being the
worst road in the area. And however much CCC
patch, new holes seem to take their place. Many
people now refuse to drive along it for fear of
damaging their cars. The problem is spring water.
However, hope is on the horizon. The County
Council is proposing to intercept the spring water
and draw it safely away to another drain. This should
mean that holes mended stay mended. We expect
the work to start soon. That then leaves the issue of
repairing the basic structure. Having been told that
this would have to wait until April 2018 at the earliest
I invited the Director of Engineering from the County
Council to drive with me down this abysmal road.
I am not able to give you his comments until after
the May election as CCC officers are covered by the
“purdah” election regulations. The worst holes have
been filled in the mean time.

COUNTY IRRESPONSIBILITY
Government is dramatically reducing the grant it gives to
our County Council from £86m in 2013 to
£15m in 2017 and £0 in 2019. This helps
reduce its borrowing but local people then
have either to pay more council tax or lose
valued services.
As a result of the national upsurge in concern over the
funding of Adult Social Care, this year it allowed county
councils to put up council tax by an extra 3% to 5% if
they so choose. Here in Cambridgeshire, Lib Dems and
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share of cuts because of the continuing austerity
budgets imposed by central government. This year
the cut in Revenue Support Grant was £1.28m,
significant given that total revenue spend is only
£28m. After public consultation and detailed debate
the Authority agreed to increase its council tax by
just under 2%. The Authority is maintaining its policy
of selective collaboration with other partners to gain
operational and administrative efficiency.
Incidents attended by fire and rescue services have
fallen by 48% in 10 years, helped by fire prevention
work. Some stations now receive relatively few calls
and the cost per call-out in some locations is very
high. Conversely, total calls nationally to ambulance
switchboards have increased by 10% between
‘11/12 and ‘14/15. It is in this context that some
stations are trialling “co-responding” where suitably
trained fire crews in areas remote from ambulance
stations can be dispatched to incidents requiring
emergency medical aid.
The local Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) has
made it clear he wishes to take on responsibilities for
the local Fire and Rescue Service. The Fire Authority
made clear their support for him to become a

member of the Authority, but to leave the rest of the
Authority in place. .. Mike Shellens, a member of both
the Fire Authority and of the Police and Crime Panel,
is absolutely clear his preference is for the Authority
to retain its present role. The police model leaves
councillors unable to express residents’ views to
police chiefs, whereas on fire there is free and frank
input by those with local knowledge.

POLICE.

whilst carrying out other visits around town and then return
to shop at Waitrose. They would need to park elsewhere.
People with impaired mobility cross from the bus station
to shop and return home by bus. Since most buses now
divert down the ring road there are no such convenient bus
stops close to Sainsburys.

CHEQUERS COURT (NOW RENAMED
CHEQUERS SHOPPING CENTRE)

Having previously held council tax to zero increases,
this year the PCC recognised the implications of reduced
funding from central government, rising populations and
increasing pressures from matters such as cyber-crime,
child sexual exploitation and domestic violence. He has
increased council tax for the police by 2%.
On a typical day the County force will deal with 21 mental
health incidents, attend 7 road traffic collisions where there
were casualties, carry out 33 breath tests and respond to 8
missing person reports.
Latest word is that the structural building works look
like drawing to a close around June, at which point
AMERICAN LANE
the units get handed over to be fitted out. New lights
Hopefully, by the time you get this, the order will have are being installed around the area and we expect
been placed to get the double yellow lines painted it all to look very modern and welcoming. Doors
at American Lane next to the allotments to match opening to the public early Autumn? So far M and
those the other side. S Simply Food, Next and Café Nero, with others to
The Town Council come. Can’t happen too soon for most of us and
has very helpfully hopefully will form a new home for many of the
come up with the displaced Waitrose staff.
necessary money.
When in place, this HINCHINGBROOKE HOSPITAL
should stop the We must keep our local hospital with all its current
current problems of functions. Stories circulated of the NHS needing to save
cars being uncertain £22,000,000,000 by 2021/2. The solution of the authors
as to whether they appeared to be to close smaller hospitals. Living as we
can get through before the oncoming vehicle and do in an area of dramatic growth, any move to reduce or
improve visibility for vehicles coming out of Primrose close Hinchingbrooke must be fiercely resisted. At a recent
Lane.
meeting of the District Council, I asked the Tory leader
to explain what steps HDC was taking to ensure that our
WAITROSE
hospital stays as it is. Not much appeared to be his answer.
The news of the closure of Waitrose is a body blow to
the town. Lib Dem Focus team member and District Cllr. NURSERY HOURS
Ste. Greenall launched a petition requesting management Government has decreed that parents shall be
review their decision, but entitled to 30 hours of childcare a week. Sounds
to no avail. John Lewis great. But there is the inevitable snag. The hourly
confirmed the store will rate which nurseries get is currently low. The current
close in early September. 15 hour limit is too little for many working parents.
Ste. is now considering Parents make up the necessary hours by paying at
further options.
a much higher rate. It is this that makes the sums
There are many implications work for the nurseries. If the more valuable hours
of this threat. Closure means are now replaced by more lower rate hours, then
job losses amongst the many nurseries may find that they cannot make ends meet
loyal, efficient and helpful and cease trading. If that happens, there will not be
staff. Currently many people sufficient capacity for all the parents who want to
use the roof-top car park take up this offer.
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