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Liberal Democrats lead new ‘joint administration’ but 
inherit financial problems from Tories 

From your local 
Lib Dem Team 

 

The new Lib Dem-led County Council has been reviewing the council’s alarming budgetary 
position. An external independent review has confirmed the Conservatives’ mismanagement 
of the council’s finances left the council with an astonishing £81 million black hole. 
 

We are examining how to manage the situation while dealing with rising demand for 
services, inflation and the costs of Covid. 
 

Our population is getting older and has increasingly complex health needs and, as everyone 
can see, our roads, pavements and cycle paths have been left in an appalling state. We are 
trying to do our best possible for our residents despite the mess the Conservatives have left 
behind. The Lib Dems have begun to reform the County Council’s Highways Department so 
that the problems can be addressed over the coming years. 
 

The ‘New Shire Hall’ HQ for Cambs County Council, a project of the previous administration, 
has now opened. Based at Alconbury Weald, there are no viable public transport 
connections from most parts of the county, a problem the Conservatives chose to ignore. 
 

 

Serving our town and villages, 
year in, year out 
To answer some of the 
questions we have been 
asked, especially by 
newcomers: 
 

• This newsletter is paid for 
by local members and 
supporters and receives 
no national funding. 

• It is distributed by a team 
of volunteers, not by Royal 
Mail. 

• Unlike other political 
parties, who deliver 
leaflets to residents just 
before an election to win 
your vote, FOCUS comes 
out several times a year to 
keep residents informed 
about how decisions made 
by various councils may 
affect their lives. 

• We attend parish council 
meetings and are always 
available to help with 
queries. 
 

The country is slowly emerging 
from one of the most difficult 
periods since the end of the 
2nd World War. Inequality is 
increasing; children and young 
people have been denied 
opportunities for learning and 
personal development; older 
people have been suffering 
from isolation and anxiety, for 
themselves and their loved 
ones; and of course the Covid 
pandemic keeps on going. 
 
A challenging time for us all. 
 

From Ed Davey – leader of the Liberal Democrats 
 

What do the Liberal Democrats stand for? What are their aims? 

• To build and safeguard a fair, free and open society, balancing the 
fundamental values of liberty, equality and community so that no 
one is enslaved by poverty, ignorance or conformity. 

• Each generation is responsible for the fate of our planet and, by 
safeguarding the balance of nature and the environment for the 
long-term continuity of life in all its forms. 

• We will foster a strong and sustainable economy which enables 
people to thrive in their communities, assessing progress by measuring people’s well-
being. 

• Such an economy will encourage necessary wealth-creating processes, develop and use 
the skills of the people and their work to the benefit of all, with a just distribution of the 
rewards of success. 

 

Your local Lib Dem team 
contact any of us if you would like to follow up any topics raised in Focus 
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graham.wilson@ 
cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

  
Sarah Conboy  
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sarah.conboy@ 
huntingdonshire.gov.uk 
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LIBERAL DEMOCRATS – WORKING FOR YOU AND WITH YOU, KEEPING YOU INFORMED, ALL YEAR ROUND 



Update on Local Issues 
 

Update on flood actions 
The County Council’s report on the Dec 2020 flooding in the 
Offords has been published by the County Council 
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asset-library/Offords-
Winter-2020-21-Flood-Investigation.pdf.  We are expecting CCC 
to publish their report on Godmanchester’s flooding soon.  
We know there is still much to do, including cleaning road 
gullies which have been missed. 
 

You can report flooding issues 
online, and use the same link 
(https://orlo.uk/MBTGa)  to 
report potholes and pavement 
issues.  This has come from last 
year’s surface water flooding 
issues and the review group 

which looked at practical options to help get issues addressed – 
Lib Dem Councillors were very vocal on your behalf.  It should 
mean that there is no excuse for not getting gullies, drains and 
ditches sorted as soon as someone spots a problem and reports 
it.  The public often don’t know who to tell and this online 
reporting means that the County Council team will worry about 
who to tell rather than you having to find out if it’s the 
Environment Agency, The Landowner or another public body.  

 

Godmanchester Gala Day – fight against Scams 

Thanks to everyone who came along to the Lib Dem stall 
at Godmanchester’s Gala Day this year.  As well as our 
traditional free marble game, the highlight this year was 
promoting information provided by the County Council to 
help make people more Scam Aware. The County Council 
has lots of advice, including its Top Ten Tips to take a 
stand against scams on its website.  
 

For advice on scams call: 
Citizens Advice Consumer Helpline: 03454 04 05 06 
To report scams contact: 
Action Fraud: 0300 123 2040 
 

Covid-19 Update 
 

The situation is changing very fast but we do know the pandemic is far from over.  We have seen a rise in the number of 
Covid cases, possibly due to the return of schools. The emphasis is very much on keeping children in face to face education. 
 

The Director of Public Health for Cambridgeshire reports that “in Cambridgeshire 32% of recorded Covid cases for the week 
ending 22 September were in the 10 to 14 age group. A further 11% were amongst those aged 15 to 19.” 
 

“As a result of an increase in children and young people catching the virus, we are also seeing a rise in the number of people 
in the 40+ age bracket testing positive.” Medical staff believe this to be because children are taking the virus home to their 
parents/carers.  This is of course concerning as it means we may in time see more older people catching Covid and we know 
that they are far more likely to suffer more severe symptoms and end up in hospital, particularly if they are unvaccinated. 
 

Recently vaccinations of 12 to 15-year-olds have started in secondary schools. The UK’s Chief Medical Officers all agree that 
while Covid-19 is typically mild or asymptomatic in most young people, it can be very unpleasant for some and one dose of 
the vaccine will provide good protection against severe illness and hospitalisation. 
 

Vaccinating this age group should also help to reduce the need for young people to have time off school and reduce the risk 
of spread of the virus within schools. We urge all people, who are able to, to have the vaccination to help protect themselves 
and others. 
 

Would you like to join us? 
We are always keen to have more volunteers to help us deliver FOCUS 
leaflets.  If you would be willing to help distribute some in your 
neighbourhood, please contact one of us.   
 

We also hold regular, currently virtual, meetings to discuss topics as 
diverse as Climate Change and the role of local councillors.  Please 
contact one of us if you would like to join in, or are interested in 
joining the Lib Dems. All our events are published on our local website 
https://www.huntslibdems.org.uk/ and Facebook pages: 
https://www.facebook.com/HuntsLibDems/ 

 
Councillors’ surgery in the Market Place, Huntingdon – last 
Saturday in the month from 11:30 – 12:30 – come along! 
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