
COVID-19 update
For many months local Liberal Democrats have
actively supported the fight against Covid-19 by
volunteering to assist local groups, including delivery
of food parcels, prescriptions and providing finance
through their devolved budgets to support the active
local charities. Liberal Democrat councillors are
meeting weekly with senior officers at Maidstone
Borough Council as part of their role on the Covid-19
Recovery Board supporting recovery in our area.

Vulnerable residents, who do not have support from
local friends or family or access to a computer, can
seek support in gaining access to food, prescriptions
etc, by contacting the Kent Together helpline by
dialling 03000 41 92 92. Residents in this category that
experience COVID-19 symptoms can also call 119 (a
dedicated NHS Covid-19 helpline set up during the
pandemic to relieve the pressure on the general 111
NHS helpline).

Supporting the Community
Much of the past year has been very tough for
residents and businesses in Maidstone.  Sadly, these
difficult conditions seem likely to continue for several
more months.  Your Lib Dem councillors would like to
thank the many local organisations and individual
volunteers who have stepped forward to help
vulnerable residents.  Their efforts have made a
significant difference at a dark time and will continue
to do so.

At the same time as supporting residents and
businesses through the crisis, your local Lib Dem
councillors have continued to assist people with local
issues and concerns.  Please remember we are here to
listen and to help wherever we can.

Local Candidates selected for
Bridge and Allington Wards
Liberal Democrats have now selected all their
candidates for the Maidstone Borough
Council and Kent County Council elections in
May.

Diana Lewins has
been re-selected as
the Liberal
Democrat candidate
for Allington Ward
in the Borough
Council elections.

Diana originally came from Maidstone before her
family moved away. She returned to the Town and has
lived in Allington for over 20 years.

Having been involved in the campaign to save Bluebell
Wood, she originally supported one of the opposition
groups at the public inquiry, however, recognising the
support that the Liberal Democrats had given to the
campaign, she later joined our party. Diana  was
elected as a Borough Councillor in 2016 to become
part of a strong team with Cynthia Robertson, Dan
Daley and Rob Bird. She is a valued member of the
Economic, Regeneration and Leisure Committee and
the Democracy and General purposes Committee on
the Borough Council.

Maintenance of our countryside is of particular
importance to her and she is seriously worried about
the ongoing increase in housing, in or adjacent to
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Allington, as the result of the ever higher housing
numbers demanded by the Government. It is not just
the loss of our local countryside, it’s also the lack of
new highway Infrastructure needed to support the
heavier traffic demand and, needed to help reduce
traffic congestion. She is also particularly concerned
that the local health provision, schools, dentists and
other services seem to be continually under pressure
from the growing demand.

Ben  Webster -
Whiting has been
selected as our
candidate for
Bridge Ward in the
Borough Council
elections.

Ben was born and educated in Maidstone including
attending Oakwood Park Grammar School. Having
obtain a degree in Mathematics, he worked in both
Maidstone and London as an analyst programmer and
for a business intelligence software company.
After working abroad for a number of years he
returned in 2010, trained as a teacher and is now
teaching Mathematics at Oakwood Park Grammar
School
He has spent many years living near and working in
Bridge Ward and has a detailed understanding of local
problems and concerns. He is  seriously concerned
about the increasing amount of housing demanded by
the Government and the effect it has on our area in
relation to traffic congestion and air pollution.  He
considers maintaining and improving our green spaces
and supporting and improving public transport are
both critical if we are to challenge the problems that
exist.”
Ben commented. “I am delighted to have been chosen
to stand as the Liberal Democrat candidate for Bridge
Ward in this year’s Borough Council elections in May
and if elected I will work hard for local residents and
other residents of Maidstone.”

Chris Passmore –
Liberal Democrat
candidate for
Maidstone Central
County Division
Chris Passmore lives in
Barming and became involved
in politics following the 2019
General Election, wanting to
work in the local community to create a fairer and
more caring society, especially following the
challenges of Lockdown. With Rob Bird retiring as a
councillor, Chris has been selected to stand for the
Maidstone Central County Division of Kent County
Council  alongside Dan Daley at the elections on 6th
May.

Chris first came to Maidstone in the 1960’s and
returned in 1987 after leaving the Royal Navy to join
his family printing business.

He now runs his own business employing 5 staff
providing practical quality, environmental and Health
and Safety consulting services to businesses across
Kent. His business supports both the Kent Wildlife
Trust and the Maidstone Mela 2019.

In the past he has been a School Governor and run a
Church Youth Group with his wife.

He has been actively involved with both residents and
local councillors to control the increasing
development of the land either side of Hermitage Lane
and is working to
help develop a
strategy for the
community, wildlife
and transport in
light of recent
house building
pressures.

He is a keen cyclist
and will be seen
cycling around the
Maidstone Central
Division over the
next few months
leading up to the
election.
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Dan Daley –
Liberal
Democrat
Councillor for
Maidstone Central
County Division
Dan has been re-selected to
stand for the Liberal Democrats in the Kent County
Council Division of Maidstone Central.

Dan was born in Shoreditch. His working life was
mainly as a Director of Shipping concerns, working
worldwide on such large infrastructure projects as
railways, power stations, hotel chains etc.

Dan moved to Maidstone in 1974. He became involved
in successfully saving school playing fields in Allington
in 1985 by forming a Residents’ Group against KCC.

This involved him in local politics and led him to stand
for the Borough Council and the County Council.

Since 1990 he has represented Allington Ward and
concurrently, from 2001 the Maidstone West and
Central division for KCC.

He was Leader of Maidstone Borough Council from
1992 – 1999, and Mayor in 2000. He is proud to have
had the confidence of voters during eight four-year
periods.

He is still occupied in trying to stem the inexorable
housing targets of Central Government and preserving
our precious open and playing spaces. His hobbies and
personal interests rest in art, music, writing and any
form of cultural activity open to us in this County
Town.

20 mph Campaign nears successful
conclusion in Bridge Ward
Following a determined campaign by local Lib Dem
councillors and residents, the long awaited 20 mph
scheme for the Buckland Hill area is moving from a
long-held aspiration to a reality.

The initial informal consultation, carried out by County
Councillors Rob Bird and Dan Daley, received
overwhelming support from local residents.  KCC
subsequently held a formal consultation and on

October 15th made the formal Traffic Regulation
Order (TRO) which will establish a 20 mph limit in

Buckland Hill, Buckland Road, Doddington Court,

Lesley Place, St Annes Court and St Peters Street.  Kent
Highways hope to install the necessary signage during
the first half of this year. Dan Daley commented, “The
local Liberal Democrat team warmly welcome this
scheme which will improve road safety for the many
pedestrians in the area, particularly school children
and disabled persons.  We would like to thank
residents for their patience and support during the
long process which has been severely hindered by the
pandemic.”

But progress in the Bower Mount Road area has been
frustrated ….. Many local residents have been
campaigning for a 20mph limit in the Bower Mount
Road area, another location where the roads are
heavily used by schoolchildren.   Dan and Rob have
been pressing Kent Highways to consider this for
several months.  Unfortunately, work has been
severely held up and they have been advised that KCC
Highways are not likely to progress the scheme until
after May’s elections.

Buckland Hill Pedestrian Crossing
Following discussions with Council officers, the
provision  of a formal pedestrian crossing point has
been agreed. Depending on the ongoing situation, it
will be installed during 2021/22, but either the School
summer holidays or Autumn break are being targeted
for the work to be carried out.

Ben Webster - Whiting added, “Kent Highways are
also in discussions with local schools about the
possibility of establishing a crossing patrol at the
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Tom Wilkinson (local resident) and Chris Passmore
on Buckland Hill



junction of Buckland Road with Buckland Hill.
However, this is likely to require additional investment
which cannot be sanctioned until after next May’s
elections.”(Below Photo - Cllrs Dan Daley, Rob Bird and
Bridge Ward Candidate, Ben Webster-Whiting)

Allington gets 20mph scheme
The 20mph scheme for Hildenborough Crescent,
Adisham Drive and adjacent roads has now been
established.

(Photo above  - Cllrs Dan Daley, Cynthia Robertson and
Allington Ward Candidate, Cllr Diana Lewins)

Lib Dem councillors will continue to
press for road safety improvements
wherever needed in Maidstone.

Government’s 40% housing
increase now upon us
Having agreed our housing plan just 3 years ago with
the Government, mandating 880 new houses per year,
MBC is partway through a review to meet the
Government’s latest demand, a further 40% increase
in housing numbers (to over 1200 units per year). The
Government has, after considerable pressure from
local councils and councillors including the Liberal
Democrat team, announced that their recent
astonishing demand for an 80% increase in housing
units may be lowered. We are continuing to press the
Government as hard as we can on this issue.
Diana Lewins said, ”We gave robust evidence-based
feedback to the government to oppose the 80%
increase for Maidstone. Unfortunately, we will still
need to deliver against the Government’s original 40%
increase in housing numbers or we will forfeit our five-
year housing supply, which would give a green light to
any of the new sites put forward by developers. We
must avoid this at all costs.”

Reporting Highway Faults
Don’t forget you can still report highway faults
including potholes, blocked drains, faulty street lights,
dangerous kerbs or overhanging shrubs blocking a
public footway, to Kent County Council using their
‘Report a problem’ link under the ‘Roads and Travel’
section on the main Home Page or in an emergency
ring 03000 418181.
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MBC & KCC Councillor
Dan Daley
07887 956900
dandaleylibdem@gmail.com

CONTACT US

Candidate

Candidate for KCC seat
Chris Passmore
07808 911 612
Chris.passmore@gmail.com

MBC Councillor Allington
Diana Lewins
01622 766075
dianajoylewins@aol.co.uk

Candidate for Bridge Ward
Ben Webster - Whiting
07809 126917
websterwhitingld@outlook.com

Candidate

VOTE LEWINS  MBC VOTE PASSMORE KCC

VOTE DALEY KCC

VOTE LIB DEM ThIS MAY

Elections Thursday 6th MAY 2021
YOU WILL HAVE 3 BALLOT PAPERS
- Maidstone Borough Council x 2-

- Kent County Council 2 seats -
- Police & Crime Commissioner-

4 Times to VOTE
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT

Why not ask for a Postal VOTE.

Caring for our community,
our environment and for you

Can you help the Local Liberal
Democrats win in Allington and
Bridge Ward?
Local Liberal Democrat Councillors have a good
reputation for working hard for residents all year
round, not just at election time.

This year in your area we are fighting for both the
Borough Council and County Council seats to
represent the you. For obvious reasons there will be
less face to face contact, but we will still keep you
informed through our Focus newsletter where safe to
do so, by telephone and Social media. Please let us
know if you can help for a few hours a month in the
Ward with the following:

- Delivering Focus (when safe to do so)

- Helping with clerical work, preparing letters for
 residents,

- Displaying a window or garden poster at
 election time.

- Attending social and fundraising events when
 rules allow.

- By joining the Liberal Democrat Party.

Please contact Dan, Chris and Diana or
Ben if you can help them in any way.

VOTE WEBSTER WhITTING  MBC


