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To the Women of Portishead

NSC Road Conditions

Are you satisfied with the state of local
government in the town (North Somerset Council
and Town Council)? Or do you think that it is
time for a change?

North Somerset Council has reported
that the condition of our roads is among
the best in the country, according to a
Government survey.
● North Somerset A roads are in the top
25% in the country
● only 4% of North Somerset B and C
roads need repair, compared to 6%
nationally
● only 3 other Local Authorities have
better Unclassified roads than North
Somerset
We can only wonder what the rest of the
country’s roads are like!

100 years ago, the right to vote was granted to
about 8 million women (only in 1928 was it
extended to all women over 21).
Next year, there will be elections for both North
Somerset Council and the Town Council. What
an impact you could make if you ALL voted –
over 50% of the electorate. What a tribute to
those who fought so hard to get you the right to
vote.
To paraphrase Millicent Fawcett, one of the
leaders of the struggle: “Politicians, take
notice of what women will do with their
votes”.

Council Tax Increase
North Somerset Council has increased Council tax
by 5.99%, the maximum increase allowed without
holding a referendum. Over the last 8 years NSC
has been forced to cut £90 million from its budget
due to cuts in Government funding.
As a result, NSC has already cut many services, and
this year sees more cuts, to children’s centres, adult
social care, libraries, housing support and highways.
At February’s NSC budget meeting, the Liberal
Democrats and other opposition councillors
proposed amendments to stop the cuts to
children’s centres and stop car parking increases
in Weston.
These would be paid for by reduced spending on
areas such as senior staff, consultants and Executive
Councillors. The amendments were defeated by the
large Tory majority.
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OPEN BRITAIN is a cross-party
campaign, working for the best deal
with Europe, and is leading the fight
against a hard, destructive Brexit. For
more information, visit:
www.openbritain-northsomerset.co.uk
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Plastics

Wera Hobhouse MP

The damage caused to wildlife by plastics in
the oceans has horrified most people
watching the BBC’s Blue Planet II.
Theresa May’s vow to eliminate all “avoidable”
plastic waste by 2042 is too vague and too far
distant to tackle the problem - by the year 2042
plastic will almost outweigh the fish in our
oceans.

We need action now!
Liberal Democrats are asking the Government
to:
● Eradicate unnecessary plastic waste from
Government Departments and set an example
to businesses and consumers
● Provide incentives for reuse and recycling,
including a plastic bottle return scheme and a
5p charge on disposable coffee cups
● Encourage businesses to reduce plastic
packaging
● Work closely with other countries to find
global solutions to tackle the crisis of ocean
pollution
● Invest in research and development into nonplastic alternative materials
If you agree then please sign up to a letter to
Environment Secretary Michael Gove online
at www.libdems.org.uk/save-our-seas
PS You may not know that there is already a
group in Portishead, Turn the Tide, which is
dedicated to reducing the plastic pollution on the
town's beaches. See facebook @TTTPortishead.

NSC Recycling Boxes
Nets to cover the recycling boxes are
available to buy from Carey’s in the High
Street or direct from North Somerset Council.

Wera Hobhouse, the Lib Dem MP for
Bath, was the guest speaker at the
North Somerset Annual Dinner in Long
Ashton. She spoke about how she had
been active in local politics before
becoming the MP for Bath and of her
experiences as a new MP finding her
way round the Parliament building.
Wera is the Lib Dem spokesperson for
Communities & Local Government and
said there was not enough affordable
housing being built.
She is a member of the Brexit
Committee and wants frictionless trade.
Wera said “Now that the economic
issues are clearer, as well as the
difficulties for the Irish border, we
should definitely hold a referendum on
the terms of the Brexit deal.
“People must finish what the People
started.”

CONTACT US:
To join the Liberal Democrats,
to deliver local leaflets
or to be a LibDem candidate in the
May 2019 elections, visit
www.nsomersetlibdems.org.uk

