Is cancer diagnosed early enough in
Orkney and Shetland?
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A higher proportion of patients wait 6 weeks or less for a diagnostic test for cancer
(99.8%) in Shetland HB than the Scottish average (96.9%). Early diagnosis is crucial to
improving cancer survival, and quick access to diagnostic tests is important for the early
diagnosis of cancer.
You could ask Shetland HB how it is planning to maintain this good
performance.

Referral for treatment4
A similar proportion of patients (95.4%) referred to Shetland HB receive their first
treatment for cancer within 62 days of an urgent GP referral compared to the Scottish
average (94.5%), meeting the waiting time target of 95%. The speed at which patients
receive their first treatment can be an indicator of clinical success.
You could ask Shetland HB how it is planning to maintain and improve cancer
waiting times.
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The proportion of women aged 50-70 invited to breast
cancer screening who attend is 84.4% in Shetland
HB. This is better than the Scottish average (72.9%),
and meets the target of 80% attendance. Screening
remains one of the best ways to spot breast cancer
earlier. Women are more likely to survive breast cancer
if it is diagnosed at an earlier stage.
You could ask Shetland HB how it is promoting
awareness and information about the breast cancer
screening programme.
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You could ask Shetland HB how it is planning to maintain and improve cancer
waiting times.

Cancer awareness6
1 in 5 people in Scotland were not aware when prompted that a persistent cough or
hoarseness is a symptom or sign of cancer. Initiatives such as Detect Cancer Early are
key to ensuring cancer is diagnosed at a stage when treatment is more successful.
You could ask Shetland HB what they are doing to ensure people are aware of
the symptoms and signs of cancer.
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The percentage of patients (98.8%) treated in Shetland HB that receive their first
treatment within 31 days of a decision to treat is similar to the Scottish average (97.9%),
meeting the waiting time target of 95%. The speed at which patients receive their first
treatment can be an indicator of clinical success.
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Bowel screening uptake is the proportion of people
invited for screening who have been screened
successfully. Bowel screening uptake amongst people
aged 50-74 is 65.8% in Shetland HB. This is better than
the Scottish average (56.1%), and meets the target of
60% attendance.
You could ask Shetland HB what their plans are to
increase their levels of uptake and how it is promoting awareness and information about the screening
programme.
Measures are referred to as ‘similar’ when the difference
from the average is not statistically significant.

June 2015. The data in this summary refers to Shetland Health Board (HB). We have
chosen data most relevant to your constituency.
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For more information or other data, please contact
the Policy Department on 020 3469 5536, or at
publicaffairs@cancer.org.uk.

EARLY DIAGNOSIS SAVES LIVES
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Figures from the former Anglia cancer network, England, patients diagnosed 1996-2000.9
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