
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mairi Gougeon MSP 
Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and Islands 
Scottish Government, St. Andrews House 
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Dear Mairi, 

Re: Marine litter and dumping 

5 August 2021 

Our ref: BW2077 

 

I have received representations from a constituent regarding the ongoing problem of 
fishing vessels dumping marine litter and discarded gill nets at sea. 

 

My constituent has shared some horrific photographs with me that include a 
decapitated seal which appears to have been caught in a fishing net and had its head 
cut off to free it from the net, and then had its body thrown back out to sea only for it 
to be trawled up by another vessel. 

 

As you will be aware from your recent visit to Shetland, and I thank you for taking the 
time to meet with fishing representatives, island communities like ours rely heavily on 
the our seas, and those seas need to be protected. Dumping at sea, like that 
demonstrated in the photographs provided to me, has an economic impact such as 
slowing down law-abiding fishing vessels. There is also a considerable environmental 
impact, polluting the seas with plastics and waste that has a dreadful effect on sea 
life and would never be accepted should it occur on dry land. 

 

My constituent tells me that dumping happens on a daily occurrence. I have been 
informed, for example, that non-UK vessels land fish into our ports but do not put 
ashore any garbage and the implication is that their rubbish is simply dumped at sea. 

 

I have previously raised concerns with the Scottish Government about marine litter 
but I would be grateful if you would outline the government’s current policy on marine 
pollution and dumping at sea, and provide me with a response that I can forward to 
my constituent. 

 

Yours, 

 

Beatrice Wishart MSP 


