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Dear Lord Matthews,
 
Shetland boundary
 
As you will also be aware, Shetland is an island group at the edge of the North
Atlantic, lying at 60 degrees north on the same latitude as parts of Greenland and
Alaska. Representing Shetland in the correct location and the correct size helps
people to recognise the unique challenges, and opportunities, of this island
community.
 
To my dismay, I have found several organisations are printing representations of
Shetland with an inaccurate shape. I believe this originates from the Boundary
Commission’s interpretation, which encompasses Yell Sound. Graphic designers
have subsequently been considering that Yell Sound is land mass, and thereby
representing Shetland wrongly.   If this boundary did not originate from the
Commission I would appreciate it if you could let me know of its origin. For ease of
reference, I enclose some examples of the wrong map of Shetland compared to
some representative maps.
 
You will also be aware of the work of my predecessor, Tavish Scott, to ensure that
publications by the Scottish Government place Shetland in the correct place relative
to Mainland Scotland on maps. While I recognise the Boundary Commission is
outside of these guidelines, it was hoped that non-governmental organisations would
nevertheless follow the guidance.
 
I note one such map on your website - 2023 Review - Existing constituency map with
electorate - does not include Shetland. I note that the similar organisation, the
Boundary Commission for England, misses Shetland off the map it uses on its
website altogether, and I would appreciate it if you could raise this with your
counterpart. I have included example images for your information.
 
I would be grateful if you would address my concerns to ensure that in the future
Shetland is accurately depicted.



 
Yours sincerely

Beatrice Wishart MSP
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