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Chair’s report 
Hayleigh Gascoigne, Chair  

Overview 

This year has been a successful and productive year for our local party. Within the exec, we have faced a few 

challenges, but due to the knowledge of the experienced members, and the enthusiasm of the new ones, we 

circumnavigated them successfully. 

Of particular note, we had to go through the process of auditing ourselves in order to comply with GDPR. 

This was no mean feat. In particular, I would like to thank the data officer for filling out all the paperwork 

and sending it to the federal party, but additional thanks goes to Sarah, David and Andy who got up to speed 

in using compliant and more effective systems. 

Sarah, the vice chair, was instrumental in keeping our Facebook page up to date with noteworthy news 

stories (local and national) as well as with social events, which she organised. 

We close the year with 389 members. This is substantially greater than it has been, and we owe thanks in 

part to the EU referendum! 

Events that happened this year 

Wantage & Grove by election for County Council  

Earlier this year, Zoe Patrick stepped down as County councillor of Wantage & Grove ward after many years 

of service. We would like to thank her for all her hard work over years, and we wish her well for the future. 

This triggered a by election, of course, and the Liberal Democrat candidate selected was Jane Hanna. 

Through her hard work, knocking on doors and speaking to people, the work and support of her campaign 

manager (and partner), Andy Crawford and many people who came to campaign from the across the 

constituency and beyond – on 15th November, she won! 

People’s Vote March 

Sarah Medley, Vice Chair on the executive committee, organised a group of local liberal democrats to meet 

up at Didcot station and travel together down to London to go on the People’s Vote March twice this year. 

Thank you to all those who joined the People's Vote March. It was an amazing day with people from every 

part of the United Kingdom, from prams to wheelchairs. Every generation marched representing a 

wonderfully diverse group of people. There were 700,000 people and with no police incidents, it goes to 

show what a peaceful yet determined protest it was. While the march was above party politics we were 

proud to be members of the Liberal Democrats whose position on the EU is clear and united. Well done and 

thank you to Layla Moran who managed to fit in a speech to Regional Conference before rushing over to join 

the march. A big thank you too to Oxford for Europe who organised coaches for those coming from Oxford. 

Even if you didn't make it to London for the march, you can show your support to the 700,000 that did by 

writing to your MP and asking them to support a People's Vote. 

People’s Vote stalls around constituency  

As the People’s Vote gains momentum over these past few months, Liberal Democrat member, Anne Marie 

Simpson, has been working across the constituency’s towns to put up People’s Vote stalls, on Saturdays. One 

feature of these is Brexit-o-meter in which people mark on the chart how they are feeling about the 

referendum 2 and half years on. Is Brexit good for Britain? Should we have a people’s vote? Anne Marie is 
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still running these events, and she would appreciate any help that can be given to spread this message. For 

more details, see attachment from Anne Marie. 

Equaliteas 

To celebrate 90 years since the Representation of the People Act 1928, which gave all men and women over 

21 the equal right to vote, Didcot Liberal Democrats held an ‘Equaliteas’ event. There was tea, sandwiches 

and cake enjoyed by all. Local Abingdon councillor Helen Pighills joined us for a discussion, exploring what 

democracy and equality means to us today. 

Didcot Liberal Democrats’ stall  

Just yesterday at the Didcot Street Fair, Victoria Haval, local member, set up a Liberal Democrat stall. The 

stall was selling second books to raise money for the local party. The main aim of the stall was to show 

Didcot that we are still here! Thank you to Victoria for organising and setting up the stall, and thanks to the 

volunteers also. 

Numerous Lib Dem Pints 

We had many successful social meet ups across the constituency, which was a great chance for members to 

get to know other members, generally catch up as well as let off steam about Brexit and the handling of it by 

the government! Often the reason we are members of the party, is the chance to talk about politics without 

fear of our partners and friends rolling their eyes! 

Faringdon GP funding 

Following the successful petition and campaign in Faringdon, the NHS England reinstated funding this year 

that was withdrawn in 2016 for White Horse Medical Practice development works to enable it to take more 

patients. This work was vital for the surgery – which had been nearing full capacity – to keep pace with the 

continuing population grow and its hard-working staff can now continue to deliver a high level of service into 

the near future. There are still similar issues across the constituency including in Wantage and Grove and so 

the fight to make sure infrastructure keeps up with population expansion goes on. Thank you to Faringdon 

Lib Dems! 

Next year 
Local elections 2019 

Looking at the year ahead, we are already working towards the local elections in May 2019, and starting to 

recruit candidates. We are looking for Lib Dem members and supporters to stand for Town Council and 

District Council. Being a councillor is a great opportunity to make a difference in your local community, bring 

liberal democrat values to decision making in local government and develop valuable interpersonal skills. All 

that's needed is enthusiasm and willingness to learn. 

The strategy locally is to focus on key target seats, owing to resource constraints. The focus will largely be in 

the Vale of the White Horse council, since we used to run this council. Due to the success in the 2017 snap 

general election of Layla Moran in the Oxford West and Abingdon, which The Vale of the White Horse also 

lies across and votes gained in County Council elections, we hope that next May, the constituency will see 

lots more yellow wards! 

We look forward to campaigning in the new year with the selected candidates and the supporters. 
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Accounts 
Simon Thompson, Treasurer  
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County Council Report for Wantage AGM 
Richard Webber, Leader of the Lib Dem Group, Oxfordshire County Council (OCC)  

By-elections 

Many thanks to all who worked so hard in our two by-elections and helped us to deliver a thumping victory 

for Jane Hanna in W&G. As I write – waiting to hear results of Wheatley by-election  

Expressway 

Much consternation with opposition to certain routes from different interests. County LD Group position is 

that we are opposed at least until we understand the true justification/need. Impact on A34 is the major 

concern. 

Growth Deal 

As a result of pressure from us and others, the Growth Board has conceded that there should be a Scrutiny 

Panel of its activities (Chaired by Andrew Gant – Leader of City Group). This has already uncovered some 

secrecy and inconsistencies in the Growth Board procedures. 

Unitary progress 

In spite of Wilts, Northants, Berks and Bucks all going Unitary to save money, the SOS in his wisdom has said 

that Oxon should wait to see the success of the Cherwell District Council (CDC) / OCC link up before an Oxon 

Unitary could be considered. This may well mean that further cuts will have to be made to make the books 

balance. It seems that the fastest way to get to be a Unitary would be to be financially incompetent and go 

bust as per Northants! 

Cherwell District Council (CDC)/ Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) link up 

As a result of the Northants CC debacle, Cherwell needed quickly to find a new partner to guarantee its own 

predicted savings. Without any internal consultation, an under the counter deal was done with Govt. 

approval with the sharing of some services (and consequent savings and job losses). This is undoubtedly 

good for CDC, the jury is out on any benefits for OCC. 

Appointment of CEO 

As part of the “deal” between CDC and OCC, we have a new joint CEO (our previous highly respected CEO 

has retired). Yvonne Rees – formerly CEO of CDC. The Lib Dem Group objected vigorously to the way the 

appointment was made with no formal selection process. The new CEO does seem pretty competent but it is 

early days. 

FFTF and Transformation 

Our budget and medium term financial plan already commits us to a further saving of £15m pa. In an effort 

to achieve this, we are undergoing a major transformation of te way we deliver services. Much of it is 

untested, but some of it does make sense such as streamlining our IT and front of house services – both of 

which were archaic. 

Budget 

Government lets us know later every year how much money we will get. With this and uncertainties around 

Brexit, it gets ever harder for our finance officers (who generally do a good job) to plan for our future. 
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Wantage Constituency People’s Vote Campaign 
Anne-Marie Simpson 

Open Britain Wallingford  Twitter: @OpenBritOX10 

Open Britain Didcot   Twitter: @OpenBritDidcot 

Open Britain Wantage  Twitter: @OpenBritWanatge 

People’s Vote Wantage  Twitter: @PV_Wantage 

With the help of Robin Storey from Open Britain Thame and Philippa Davies and Anthea West, founders of 

Open Britain Wallingford, I have set up and run stalls, campaigning for the People’s Vote, in Didcot, 

Wallingford and Wantage, over the last 6 weeks. Last week we also combined efforts with David Grant to 

have a people’s Vote stall in Faringdon. The stalls have been well received by supporters, who have been 

happy to sign our petition forms and add their view to our Brexitometer each week.  

We have gathered an amazing group of volunteers, prepared to come out and help in all weather, who are 

members of all political parties (except UKIP/Far-right) or of none. We all share the passion to divert Britain 

away from the path to a damaging Brexit and Remain as members of the European Union. We are a good 

example of cross-party co-operation! 

Volunteers have been leafleting across the constituency, covering most if not all of Wallingford, Cholsey 

Meadows, Blewbury, Ladygrove in Didcot, East Hagbourne, Stanford in the Vale and some areas of Wantage 

and other villages. We did carry out a few knock, drop and collect Resident’s surveys in Wallingford too. 

Since our stalls started, momentum has gathered pace behind the People’s Vote campaign, and, with the 

help the London march, an increasing number of grassroots campaign groups, and an increasing number of 

brave, principled MPs, our campaign has gone from being dismissed to an increasingly likely outcome. At a 

local level, we received online coverage in the Oxford Mail on Thursday 21st November  

https://www.oxfordmail.co.uk/news/17238729.county-campaigners-call-for-second-referendum/ 

Looking forward, it would be good to find volunteers in Abingdon to set up stalls there. In the event that we 

get a People’s Vote we need to have as much footprint as possible in in towns and cities across the country, 

to campaign to remain in the European Union.  

We also need to encourage young people, who want to remain EU citizens, to set up and lead active 

campaigns among their peer groups 

 

 . 
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