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SUMMARY 

The UK has voted to leave the EU, but looking at the country as 
“52% leave” and “48% remain” doesn’t illustrate the complex 
attitudes and opinions of liberals in today’s political climate.  
 
Conversations with family, co-workers, or even your Facebook 
friends can be improved with a better understanding of current 
opinions on Brexit. The insights included below can guide your 
conversations about Brexit and the EU with other liberals. These 
tips will help you communicate with these three liberal-leaning 
groups. 
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THREE TYPES OF LIBERALS 

Strong: This group strongly identifies as liberal, and while the vast 
majority of this group voted to remain, there are those who 
voted to leave for various reasons, such as ideology about 
direct democracy and other related liberal ideals. This group is 
highly engaged in politics. They keep up with news and are 
more likely that others to be involved in politics in their own time. 

Practical: This group sees themselves as practical or reasonable 
rather than somewhere on the left-right spectrum. They also 
largely voted to remain, but a small percentage voted to leave 
for largely functional concerns. While they keep up with politics 
to a certain degree, they also have many other things on their 
plate. They’re likely to support liberal policies because they 
make sense or because they’re practical, but they’re not as 
focused on a liberal ideology. 

Busy: This group wouldn’t identify themselves as liberal, but they 
voted to remain and they also share many liberal ideals. This 
group has a lot going on in their life: multiple jobs, kids, 
mortgages, bills, perhaps continuing education. While they do 
have some political attitudes, other aspects of their life take the 
priority, and so they don’t engage enthusiastically in politics. 
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ATTITUDES FOLLOWING THE REFERENDUM RESULT 

Exhausted and disgusted: Most people in these groups are glad 
that the EU referendum is over, because they found it to be an 
especially tiring and negative election. This attitude is especially 
common in busy liberals. 

“Get on with it”: While many liberals voted to remain, they 
largely feel that the vote has occurred and the government 
and elected officials should move forward. Practical and busy 
liberals are especially likely to want things to move beyond the 
debate of the EU referendum. 

Uncertain and unresolved: Even though the vote has occurred 
and they want the government to move forward, many feel 
very uncertain about what that will entail. The result has left 
many things unresolved, and the current government has failed 
to alleviate those anxieties. This feeling is very common among 
strong, practical, and busy liberals. 
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ATTITUDES TOWARDS THE EU 

Important: Liberals in all three groups see the UK’s relationship 
with the EU as a very important issue, and they want to see 
politicians continue a positive relationship with the EU. 

Slightly positive: While personal experiences and identification 
vary, liberals have a generally positive association with Europe, 
but it does fluctuate given personal perspectives. This is not an 
overwhelming attitude, but it is a slightly positive association 
overall. 

Travel: Many of the positive experiences liberals have had with 
the EU are the result of travel there. While a minority of liberals 
have lived, studied, or worked in the EU, travel is the most 
common way liberals in those three groups have experienced 
other EU countries.   
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ATTITUDES ON BREXIT NEGOTIATION 

Lack of opinion: Few, especially outside of strong liberals, have 
clear, specific views on what the government should prioritise in 
Brexit negotiations. There isn’t currently a clear idea of the 
benefits of the single market or even a commonly understood 
definition of it. 

Travel: Across all three groups of liberals, easy travel to the EU is 
a top priority of the Brexit negotiations. 

Single market: Liberals have a positive albeit vague association 
with the single market. There is not a clear understanding of how 
membership in the single market impacts UK consumers. Despite 
this vague understanding, staying in the single market is seen as 
a second-level priority in Brexit negotiations. 

Approve the deal: Many would like to have a say in approving 
or rejecting the ultimate Brexit deal. They would like their voice 
heard in this process, but they don’t want to rehash the exact 
same debate of the EU referendum again. 
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HOW TO TALK WITH LIBERALS ABOUT LEAVING THE EU 

Be patient: The EU referendum was not an enjoyable experience 
for liberals and the ensuing uncertainty and confusion has 
continued the negative experience. Make sure to be patient 
and acknowledge that feeling. 

Emphasize personal impact: Even though many liberals have 
strong ideals, they still prioritise their own personal experience 
and want to protect their own rights. When talking about 
potential outcomes of Brexit or the future relationship with the 
EU, emphasize personal impact, such easy travel to Europe or 
the affordability of basic groceries. 

Define single market: Since many liberals don’t have a clear 
idea of what the single market is, you can offer them a clear, 
simple explanation that will help them understand the personal 
benefits of cooperation with the EU, such as:  

 “When you’re going to buy groceries, we all want more 
choices and better prices. The single market is the 
marketplace that has allowed EU countries to bring their 
consumers more choices for better prices.” 

Give us a say: Given the uncertainty that liberals feel about 
Brexit, emphasize the importance of giving the British people a 
say in determining the future of our relationship with the EU since 
it is so important to the future of the UK. 
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