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The emerging concepts which are described on Banner 
3 define an overarching strategy for Solihull Town Centre.  
These concepts are made to be flexible over time so that 
they can accommodate changes in the market as well as 
social and economic trends. 
Change envisaged as part of the Solihull Town Centre 
Masterplan will be delivered over a broad timeline. Areas are 
likely to overlap and will influence one another as they are 
developed.
The Areas of Change are not intended to be prescriptive or 
suppress the ability of the town centre to respond to external 
influences. They are designed to explore the potential future 
physical and geographical relationships of the areas. 
The Areas of Change are a series of seven sites which 
consider the opportunities, challenges and influences 
described in the emerging concepts. Defining the physical 
extents of these sites was derived from the spatial and 
market analysis of Solihull as well as an appreciation of the 
existing ambition for change that has emerged through 
discussions with key stakeholders. 
The position of the railway station is significant - investment 
in the station may in the short-term be focused in the 
present location. However, that does not mean that the 
masterplan’s 20 year time frame should not consider a future 
where the station is relocated. Relocating the station has 
the potential to generate wider economic and place-making 
benefits. 
Seven broad areas of change have been considered and 
set out the key opportunities and influences associated 
with each area. The association with the three emerging 
concepts is confirmed and the ideas are illustrated by a 
series of best practice examples.
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Challenges
• Western arrival into the town is currently 

dominated by roads and fragmented building 
forms;

• The train station is physically and 
psychologically disconnected from the town 
centre; and

• Currently approximately 1.6 million 
passengers use Solihull Train Station each 
year, that equates to 2,500 per day. Passenger 
numbers have been growing for a number 
of years, and long term forecasts see them 
continuing to rise to 3,800 passengers per 
day by 2023, and 5,500 passengers per day 
in 2043. Radical changes will be required to 
the station in its current location to ensure it 
doesn’t constrain growth in the town centre, 
so now is the time to consider whether a 
relocated station could better serve the town.

Challenges
• Cut off from the town by busy roads and the 

rail line embankment, the south of the town 
centre feels disconnected to its surroundings, 
particularly Tudor Grange Park; and

• Large swathes of surface car parking leave 
large voids in the urban structure at a key 
arrival point into the town.

Challenges
• Poor quality of existing north- south 

connections;
• Inadequate cycle provision;
• Weak urban form and the lack of frontage 

along Princes Way; and
• Car parks perceived as better quality 

(Touchwood and John Lewis) fill up first. This 
focuses car park traffic in a constrained area 
which leads to peak time congestion.

Opportunities
• Reconfiguration of key junctions here 

would provide opportunities to enhance 
key pedestrian and cycle connections from 
Solihull Train Station into the town centre, 
and also potentially improve journey times 
for buses by reprioritising and supporting 
sustainable travel;

• Supported by new landmark development 
fronting onto the street and an improved 
public realm, the Lode Lane / Blossomfield 
Road roundabout could be transformed 
into a key visual gateway; which represents 
an important arrival point into Solihull Town 
Centre for those arriving by public transport 
and from the west;

• In the short term, upgrades to Solihull 
Train Station could improve the look 
and feel of the station, providing new 
facilities which promote its use and a more 
fitting representation of Solihull’s future 
aspirations;

• Longer term, should the station be relocated, 
there is opportunity to introduce new 
residential uses within easy walking distance 
of the town centre; and

• Improved quality of infrastructure at the 
railway station interchange to encourage 
local public transport access to rail services 
and to accommodate Sprint services.

Opportunities
• In the short term, new residential development 

could provide sustainable new housing within 
close walking distance of the town centre and 
also provide a positive edge to Tudor Grange 
Park; 

• In the long term, a relocated Solihull Train 
Station could be positioned to bridge the rail 
line and improve accessibility into the town 
centre, encouraging sustainable travel; and

• The development of a new landmark station 
could create an attractive new gateway into the 
town centre which befits Solihull’s aspirational 
vision; which could be further supported by 
improved public realm and wayfinding.

Opportunities
• Through expansion of the current commercial 

offer and the potential integration of new urban 
living, there are opportunities to promote 
Solihull as a place to do business, whilst 
addressing some of the key urban design 
issues facing the town;

• Potential enhancement of Homer Road and 
north-south connections could provide 
opportunities to promote walking and cycling, 
and also introduce green infrastructure into the 
town linking with Tudor Grange Park; and

• The introduction of landmark buildings could 
improve the southern aspect of the town and 
support the addition of a relocated new train 
station in the longer term.
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Opportunities
• Attractive and sensitive new residential development 

here could improve frontages onto New Road and 
further diversify the town centre; 

• Improvements in the public realm could prioritise 
pedestrians and cyclists, whilst also supporting the 
areas historic character; and

• Improved wayfinding and the introduction of new green 
infrastructure could actively link the town centre with 
Malvern and Brueton Park.

Opportunities
• Improvements to the environment of 

Warwick Road have the potential to enhance 
connectivity along the northern edge of the 
town with opportunities to create improved 
crossing facilities and greater provision for 
cyclists;

• A new landmark development fronting onto the 
roundabout could improve the attractiveness 
of this important arrival point and deliver 
attractive new urban living and/or car parking 
facilities;

• Changes to junction designs, to improve 
operational efficiency; and

• Improved signage and information systems to 
inform route choice and choice of travel mode.
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Challenges
• Heavily dominated by traffic and large scale 

highways infrastructure, the Lode Lane / 
Warwick Road roundabout acts as a barrier to 
pedestrian and cycle movement; and 

• The distinct lack of direct frontage onto 
the street and relatively poor quality of 
surrounding buildings means that this key 
arrival point into the town fails to match the 
attractiveness of the inner town centre.

Challenges
• There is currently a distinct lack of quality evening 

offer; and
• Some of the existing public realm is tired and fails to 

reflect the ambitions of the town. 

Challenges
• Elements within the north east of the town 

centre are underutilised and fail to provide an 
attractive frontage along Warwick Road;

• The existing building formats hinder 
permeability and there is a lack of positive 
frontage onto many pedestrian routes; and

• Council-owned car parks are considered as 
‘low quality’, particularly Mell Square.  This 
discourages its use. 

Challenges
• Malvern and Brueton Park is located just a short 

distance to the east; however the park is not promoted 
and would be difficult to find for visitors; and

• The quality of the surrounding historic buildings 
is representative of Solihull’s attractive heritage 
character, however the relatively tired public realm, and 
heavy traffic disappoint. 

Opportunities
• Solihull’s evening economy will be boosted by mixed 

use development at Touchwood and Mell Square, 
which could be further supported through the 
development of new higher density residential uses;

• There are also opportunities to enhance pedestrian 
and cycle connections through the town, using new 
development to reinforce and positively reflect main 
routes, particularly around St Alphege’s Church; and

• Upgraded public realm along the High Street and at 
Mell Square will more appropriately reflect the historic 
character and quality of the town centre, and provide 
the opportunity to create a high quality destination 
space for residents, visitors and workers.

Opportunities
• The Touchwood and Mell Square developments 

present an opportunity to diversify the town and 
support the envisaged new evening uses through the 
creation of a new residential quarter. This would provide 
new opportunities to consolidate and reconfigure 
existing car parking provision, and enable increased 
permeability from Mell Square through to the eastern 
edge of the town;

• New development would also provide opportunities 
to improve frontage onto Warwick Road, enhancing 
the edge of the town and adding further vibrancy and 
variety into the town centre; and

• Enhanced crossings across Warwick Road could 
improve pedestrian connectivity with the north of the 
town, whilst an upgraded public realm will assist in 
creating an attractive, outward facing Solihull.
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