
 

 

Community Governance Reviews 

 

• The Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 (“the 2007 Act”) 

provides for a Principal Council to conduct a review of the community governance 

arrangements for the whole or part of its area for the purpose of considering whether or 

not to make any changes to parish boundaries or size, and/or the creation of new parishes; 

and the review of the electoral arrangements for new and/or existing parishes. Section 93 

of the 2007 Act allows Principal Councils to decide how to undertake such a review, 

provided that they comply with the duties in the Act which apply to councils undertaking 

reviews. If, following a review, the Council decides that changes should be made to the 

electoral arrangements; they may make an Order giving effect to the changes.  

 

• Section 93 also states that in reaching conclusions on the boundaries between parish 

wards the Principal Council should take account of community identity and interests in 

the area and consider whether any particularties or linkages might be broken by the 

drawing of particular ward boundaries. Principal Councils should seek views on such 

matters during the course of a community governance review and seek sound and 

demonstrable evidence of such identities and linkage. 

• The guidance states that when considering parish ward boundaries the Principal Council 

should ensure it considers the desirability of fixing boundaries which are, and will 

remain, easily identifiable, as well as taking into account any local ties which will be 

broken by the fixing of any particular boundaries. A review offers an opportunity to put 

in place strong, clearly defined boundaries, tied to firm ground features, and remove 

anomalous parish boundaries.   

 

• The Principal Council is required to determine the terms of reference under which a 

Community Governance Review is to be undertaken.  The terms of reference must clearly 

specify the area under review and must be published. The guidance states that 

“Ultimately, the recommendations made in a Community Governance Review ought to 

bring about improved community engagement, better local democracy and result in more 

effective and convenient delivery of local services”.  

 

• When considering the timeframe for the CGR with respect to Northstowe, we must 

consider the forecast housing trajectory for the development, the electorate forecast and 

any scheduled ordinary elections. The process must last no longer that one year from the 

publication of the Terms of Reference to the point at which the Council resolves to make 

any Reorganisation Oder required (which then comes into effect from the 01 April 

following that Reorganisation Order).  

 

• Below are the steps which must be followed and the time we would normally allow for 

each one: 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Publication of the Terms of Reference This marks the start of the process 

Local briefings and meetings Over the course of the first month 

Stage One:  

Submissions invited 

One month from publication of the ToR, 

with a two month window allowed for 

submissions 

Stage Two: 

Submissions considered and 

recommendations prepared 

Draft recommendations published two 

months following the close of 

submissions 

Stage Three: 

Consultation on draft recommendations 

Three month consultation window on 

the final recommendations; responses 

gathered and analysed 

Final recommendation to Civic Affairs 

committee 

Final recommendation prepared and 

presented  

to committee one month following the 

close of 

the draft recommendation consultation 

Council resolves to make a 

Reorganisation Order (if required) 

One month allowed for preparation of 

the Order 

 

 


