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The Liberal Democrats CAN win
in South Cambridgeshire!

County Council Election 
May 2017

Mayoral Election
May 2017

May 2017 saw the Lib Dems achieve their 
best-ever results in South Cambs, getting 
more votes that the Conservatives in both 
the County Council and Mayoral elections.
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Contact
Susan
today

To contact me about my campaign or if you have any issues you would like to talk to
me about, please contact me using the details below.

/SusanSouthCambs

@susanvandeven

95 North End, Meldreth,
Cambridgeshire SG8 6NU

susan@sclibdems.org.uk

(01223) 967 420

To contact me about my
campaign or if you have any
issues you would like to talk
to me about, please contact
me using the details below.



“Susan knows 
that without 
EU doctors, 
nurses and 
support staff, 
Addenbrooke’s 
simply could not 
deliver the healthcare we 
need in South Cambs.”

Dan Murton, 
Thriplow

“I work with 
Susan on 
the County 
Council and 
have been 
impressed 
with her creative 
community solutions as 
well as her passionate 
internationalism.”

Amanda Taylor,
Queen Edith’s

5 Ways I Will Help 
South Cambs 

Improve the Sustainability of our Villages
To thrive, our villages need good public transport for young 
and old, accessible health care and well-supported schools.

Oppose Unplanned Speculative Development
South Cambs is blighted by badly planned housing 
applications, only possible because of Tory mismanagement.

Protect our Village Colleges
Tory plans to bring in grammar schools will undermine our 
very successful and inclusive South Cambs Village Colleges.

Fight the Burdensome Social Care Plans
The Tories are planning to make people pay for old age care 
using the value of their homes. I will speak up for people.

Involve the community in infrastructure
Transport schemes such as the destructive Cambourne–
Cambridge busway are being pushed through.

1
2
3
4
5

“As a former 
head teacher 
in South 
Cambs, I 
have seen 
how effective 
Susan is when 
helping our schools. Her 
expertise is very valuable.”

Alison West,
Melbourn

“I have been 
working 
closely with 
Susan on 
the impact 
of Brexit 
on the UK. 
She will represent our 
interests with passion and 
authority.”

Prof Chris Grey,
Shepreth

5 Ways I Will Help 
Great Britain 

Remain in the Single Market & Customs Union
Our economy must stay integrated with the world’s largest 
trading bloc. The Single Market is the best way of doing this.

Get a Referendum on the Brexit Deal
We don’t know what the final deal with the EU will look like, so 
we can’t know whether it will be good for us.

Give more money to the NHS
The Lib Dems will raise £6 billion a year to plug gaps in NHS 
funding, paid for by a 1p increase in income tax.

Create a Fairer Immigration System
Immigration is essential to our economy and a benefit to our 
society. It can’t be run on the basis of arbitrary limits.

Promote Internationalism
We must maintain a full role in multinational institutions and 
keep International Aid above 0.7% of GDP.
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p Stanley Kerr, Susan’s grandfather, in 
Turkey working with Armenian refugees 

q	Susan with her husband Hans and their 
three sons, Willem, Johan and Derek

SUSAN 
VAN DE VEN 

FROM 
BEIRUT 

TO SOUTH 
CAMBS

p Susan with some of her pupils in St 
George’s School, East Jerusalem, 1981

Battle for Justice
I came to believe passionately 
that each of us must take part in 
our systems of justice and hold 
governments to account, because 
their decisions affect our lives. 
I became a plaintiff in a lawsuit, 
holding the Iranian government 
to account for sponsorship of 
terrorism, and challenging the 
American government over its 
polarizing Middle East policies. 

I published a book, One Family’s 
Response to Terrorism, about the 
choice of justice and the rule of 
law over retribution, and was 
motivated to get involved in 
democracy.

In 2004 I stood for election here in 
South Cambridgeshire and have 
been a district or county councillor 
ever since.

q	Susan and her family at Malcolm Kerr’s 
memorial service in Beirut, 1984

Born & Raised in the Middle 
East
My American grandparents 
were relief workers for refugees 
caught up in the aftermath of the 
Armenian genocide in Turkey. 

My grandmother taught math 
in an Armenian school while 
my grandfather organized the 
daily feeding of 10,000 refugees 
and worked to combat human 
trafficking. 

In Lebanon, they ran an orphanage 
for Armenian children, creating 
bonds across families that last to 
this day. 

They spent their working lives at 
the American University in Beirut, 
where my own parents met and 
started a family.

Growing up in the Middle East 
meant witnessing dictatorship and 
massive change in a turbulent part 
of the world. I began my university 
education in Egypt during a year of 
food riots.

Tragedy in War
Like many people, my life was 
changed by personal loss.

In 1984, during the Lebanese 
Civil War, my father Malcolm Kerr 
was assassinated while serving 
as president of the American 
University in Beirut – targeted by 
extremists on account of his US 
nationality.

Teaching and Studying
My first job was teaching 600 boys 
in an Arabic-speaking school in 
Jerusalem. 

I studied for a Master’s Degree 
in Middle East Studies and a 
Doctorate in Education at Harvard 
University. My dissertation was on 
the influence of pressure groups 
on the teaching of world history. 

Settling in Cambridgeshire
South Cambridgeshire has been 
my home since 1988, together with 
my husband Hans, who is originally 
Dutch, and our three boys.

Raising our family in Foxton and 
Meldreth, with marvellous local 
school years at the core, has given 
us lifelong friends and rooted us in 
the community.

For ten years I ran a writing club 
at Thriplow Primary and am now 
a governor at Melbourn Village 
College.



p Susan, here with Keith Jipps of Govia, 
works with rail companies to get better 
services and discounts for sixth-formers

p Susan’s collaborative efforts have saved 
many rural bus services across Cambs 

q Susan organised the largest petition 
seen in Cambs, stopping ill-considered 
plans to reopen Mettle Hill Traveller site

q Susan leads the campaign that has won 
£3m of funding for the A10 cycle path, 
with a bridge to Royston in progress

Rail Services for All
Some parts of South Cambs are 
lucky to have rail services, and I 
have been driving efforts to make 
sure that they serve the whole 
community, especially young 
people and those with a disability 
or a financial disadvantage.

I established the Meldreth, 
Shepreth and Foxton Rail User 
Group, which has preserved 
ticket office services, introduced 

community gardens, and greatly 
reduced or abolished parking 
charges.

In 2012 I won Railfuture’s ‘Best 
Campaigner’ national award, 
having brokered the country’s most 
advantageous young person’s rail 
fare. This reduction to 50% off the 
adult fare has made sixth-form 
transport much more affordable.

Promoting Active Travel
Our countryside is criss-crossed 
with major roads that make it 
dangerous to travel by active 
means, like cycling and walking, 
particularly for children and 
vulnerable people.

I therefore set up the A10 Corridor 
Cycling Campaign, to introduce a 
new standard and way of getting 
around for all active users.

Working with residents and 
building on close links with local 
family-run businesses and big 
international companies like 
AstraZeneca and TTP, who keenly 
support safe cycling to work, I’ve 
led the successful quest for £3m 
of funding for the Melbourn–
Cambridge route. 

Plans are in hand for a bridge over 
the A505 linking to Royston.

Support in the Community
Staying connected is essential for 
independent living. Susan chaired 
a cross-party group that argued 
successfully for the retention of 
bus and community transport 
services. 

Supporting people in crisis, Susan 
helped bring in community-based 
Citizens Advice Bureau services.  
She coordinates a heating oil 
buying club to keep costs down.

Working with local advocates, 
Susan helped bring Mind mental 
health support to the community 
level, with new, free drop-in 
services seeing strong take-up.  
She actively supports school-based 
counselling for children.

Managing Local 
Development
Genuinely affordable housing 
is badly needed, but the 
extraordinary collapse of the 
Local Plan and the failure of 
the Tories locally and nationally 
to gain control of the situation 
means that growth has become 
unmanaged, without regard for 
properly planned infrastructure 
and affordable housing provision.

SUSAN 
VAN DE VEN 

GETTING 
RESULTS 

FOR SOUTH 
CAMBS


