
F Liberal Democrat

From your local Liberal Democrat Councillors

OCUS
From your local Liberal Democrat team

Working for Shipston and our villages

Shipston County
Council division

JOHN DINNIE CHOSEN
TO STAND FOR COUNTY

COUNCIL ELECTION

My top three priorities:

County Council election May 6th

Everyone in our community deserves to be treated fairly. During the pandemic we’ve seen
how our communities have come together, with people volunteering for a huge range of
tasks. From health provision to food poverty, we are committed to making sure that everyone
who needs help is offered help.

Fairer

Caring

There is no Planet B. Liberal Democrat councillors have been at the forefront in promoting
the green agenda on the county and district councils. We will promote ‘Reduce, Reuse,
Recycle’, to cut waste and increase our recycling. We will work to restore and generate
biodiversity, expanding and safeguarding our green spaces.

Greener

John Dinnie
Phone 07769938689

Email dinniejohn@gmail.com

About John ...
John and his family have lived in Shipston for
many years. Now retired from a career in
engineering John feels he has the time and
energy to make a further contribution to his
local community.

A Town Councillor in Shipston, John is a
member of the council’s Planning Committee,
Heritage and Leisure Projects Working Group
and Finance Working Group.

John is a Trustee of The League of Friends of
Shipston Hospital and has a number of other
involvements in the town including being a
volunteer worker for Shipston Area
Flood Action Group (SAFAG).

With his interest in local health matters John
attends Stour Health and Wellbeing
Partnership meetings and the Children and
Families workstream. Special interest - fully
reopening Badger Valley Children's Centre.

John Dinnie has been chosen by the local
Liberal Democrats to stand for election to the
County Council at the elections on May 6th.
 Covid has dealt an enormous blow to the town and
local villages, with its impact on residents, jobs and
businesses. However, it has also had the effect of
bringing out the best in our communities, with people
working together in a variety of ways to support
those with problems. ‘This community spirit is
something we must build on in the future’, said John,
‘and our councils have a major role to play in making
sure this happens’.
 John also believes that it is time for our councils
to be more ambitious for our area. ‘Government
money is available to help with the recovery from
Covid but I don’t consider that our councils have
done enough to make sure that our area benefits
fully from what is on offer’.

IT’S THE RESIDENTS WHO SHOULD COUNT
‘It’s important for councillors to recognise that they
are elected to represent the views of residents and
that means listening to what you say. I’m always
available on the phone or email and I hope residents
will continue to contact me with their thoughts’.

The county council should move more resources towards supporting those with problems,
whether it is mental health or care services. We must ensure more joined up working between
the NHS and the county council’s care services, to provide effective and affordable solutions.
There is enormous concern over the future of the Ellen Badger Hospital and I will do all I can
to protect the local facilities that are needed in our area.
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FUTURE OF ELLEN
BADGER HOSPITAL A notice intending to deny public access to a much cherished open space

next to the Hanson Track in Shipston has created anger amongst local
residents.
 Liberal Democrat activist John Dinnie said, ‘Land to the south of the
Hanson Track is appreciated by local people as a much-needed green open
space. The worry is that the land will be developed for housing, encroaching
yet more on the slopes of Hanson Hill’.

 Housing Development
John commented, ‘The main track has recently been much widened by
Warwickshire County Council. Although maintenance was required, old
hedges, so valuable for wildlife, have been stripped back leaving a muddy
scar some eight metres wide. This has given rise to suspicion by some that
the next step will be an application to open up the lower section for vehicle
access, enabling the adjoining land to be developed for housing’.
 ‘Housing is needed but it should be affordable and in places acceptable to
local people. Far from restricting
access and threatening with
builders’ excavators we should be
looking to conserve this open space
for future generations, ideally as a
Town Park’.
 Have you an opinion on the
future of land adjoining the Hanson
Track? How can we resolve the
conflicting requirements of more
housing, open access and
agriculture?  Let us know: contact
details below.

HANSON HILL: CHALLENGE
TO GREEN SPACES?

JOHN DINNIE
WORKING FOR OUR COMMUNITY

LET’S BE AMBITIOUS
FOR SHIPSTON

The pandemic has hit South Warwickshire hard and John Dinnie is
concerned that our councils are not being ambitious enough in their plans to
support our towns and villages, our shops, jobs and the local economy.
 The recent Future High Streets Fund awards gave Leamington £10 million,
Nuneaton £13 million, but nothing for the Stratford district. When £1 billion
was announced for the Towns Fund in the budget 45 areas were awarded
money, but our district got nothing.
 When the Liberal Democrats at the district council proposed that the
council should have a dedicated officer preparing bids for government and
other funding, the Conservatives voted it down. Yet more and more
government funding comes through a bidding process.

STRATFORD DESERVES MORE
John is determined that our area should get a fairer share of the recovery
funding that becomes available. He believes we need much better
cooperation between our councils. The Conservative leadership at the county
council and the Conservative leadership at the district council seem
determined to argue between themselves. We’ve seen it over the judicial
review on Covid, over the Site Allocations Plan and over other matters. We
need ambitious plans and then a determination to get government funding to
support them.

ELECTIONS AND POSTAL VOTES
Because of the pandemic we expect that more and more people will be
wanting to vote by post at the election on May 6th. Application forms can be
downloaded from the Stratford District Council website or please contact John
who will be happy to arrange for forms to be delivered to you. Closing date
5pm 20th April.
 The government has now given permission for political parties to deliver
leaflets through volunteers. All our volunteer deliverers are offered PPE.
However, we fully understand that some residents may still have concerns
over receiving leaflets through the letter box. If that applies to you please do
let us know.

OUR HEALTH AND CARE SERVICES
The way our care services have been treated is nothing less than a national
scandal. Despite government promises, care homes were not protected in the
early days of the pandemic.
 The Liberal Democrats have made improvement and reform of care a top
priority. There is now a widespread belief that there needs to be much better
integration between care services and the National Health Service. The
discharge of patients from hospitals to care homes early in the pandemic
without all the proper checks shows what can go wrong when the two areas
are so separate.
 With the stress brought on by issues around the pandemic, mental health
services are becoming increasingly important. At the county council Liberal
Democrat budget proposals to put aside £4 million to support local mental
health provision were voted down by the Conservatives.
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This is the current situation on
Stratford District Council.

At the county council
there are 9 Conservative
county councillors and 4
Liberal Democrats in the
Stratford district.

There are no Labour
councillors at either
county or district level in
our district.
CC figures for Cons above include 1 vacancy
previously held by Cons.

MAKE YOUR VOTE COUNT

How to contact us:
Phone: 01789 295970
Email: stratforduponavonlibdems@gmail.com
Website: www.stratfordlibdems.org.uk
Twitter:        @sualibdems
Facebook:         www.facebook.com/sualibdems
Mail: Liberal Democrats, 55 Ely Street, Stratford, CV37 6LN

John and friend ponder
how to navigate the track

Ellen Badger - an uncertain future

Residents in Shipston and surrounding villages have increasingly
raised concerns that current proposals for the Ellen Badger
redevelopment by South Warwickshire Foundation Trust (SWFT) could
leave Shipston temporarily without an on-site in-patients facility.
 The original plans envisaged both the hospital and the health centre being
built at the same time. However, this has now been split into two phases. A
planning application made to the District Council earlier this year proposes, ‘a
replacement hospital, (including well-being centre), medical centre, cafe and
associated infrastructure (including car parking and community garden)
following demolition of the existing hospital and dwelling’. (Application
21/00004/FUL on Stratford District Council website). John Dinnie
commented, ‘It is the timing of the hospital phase that has raised concerns’.
 John is a trustee of Shipston Hospital League of Friends (LoF) which raised
£635,000 to enable land to be
purchased to expand the site for the
new facilities.
 John said, ‘I strongly believe a
new hospital must not be side-lined
and I will continue to press for a
scheme which both recognises the
significant financial input of the LoF
and our need for a fully integrated
hospital, with primary, secondary
and community care all on one site’.


