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Stour and the Vale County Council division comprises the parishes of: Admington, Alderminster, Ettington, Halford,
Ilmington, Loxley, Pillerton Hersey, Pillerton Priors, Preston on Stour, Quinton, Tredington, Whitchurch.

6th May -
YOUR CHOICE!

On 6th May the Government has chosen to hold
elections for Warwickshire’s County Council and Police
and Crime Commissioner. Liberal Democrats are
determined to show  that there is a strong and viable
alternative at this election. Communication will be
challenging but leaflets will be delivered safely, the
Facebook page ‘Stour and the Vale’ will be kept updated
and we hope personally to meet as many electors as
possible in a socially distanced way.
 Whilst the Government will use COVID as an excuse for
everything and try to bask in the glory of the successful vaccination
programme carried out by our excellent NHS and volunteers who
have worked so hard, we must remember that the overall
performance of the Government has been poor. Warwickshire
County Council has slavishly followed the Government line.
 Liberal Democrats believe that to repair the damage local
communities must be empowered to make local decisions: to
control infection, ensure schools operate safely and help those
disadvantaged get back on their feet. A strong and independent
Warwickshire County Council is essential for this. We must stop
everything being centralised and controlled out of London.

FORMER LIBERAL DEMOCRAT LEADER

GEORGE COWCHER
Chosen to contest STOUR AND THE VALE. Aged 66, George was born at the Monroe Devis in Stratford
and first lived at Clifford Chambers. He lived for many years in Quinton and now is in Wellesbourne.
A Chartered Town Planner specialising in economic development, he has been a Director of a Regional
Development Agency and latterly Chief Executive of regional Chambers of Commerce in North East and
South West England and the East Midlands. He is now largely retired.
 He has three grown up children and three grandchildren: Kate is a lecturer at St Andrew’s University in
Scotland, Christopher is Head of Policy and Communications for a rural charity and lives in Shipston and
Anna is a teacher in Leamington. All had a fabulous start to their education, firstly at Ilmington Primary
School and then Chipping Campden High School.

PREVIOUS COUNTY COUNCILLOR FOR 20 YEARS
 George was County Councillor for the old Wellesbourne County Division, which covered much of Stour
and the Vale, from 1985 to 2005. He was a constant thorn in the side of both Conservative and Labour
administrations, always standing up for the interests of south Warwickshire villages. He led on financial
issues and attended Cabinet meetings. He chaired the Rural Affairs Working Party and the Stratford
Area Committee. He sat on the national Local Government Association and Police Committee.
 Locally he was at various times a Governor of Quinton and Ettington Primary and Kineton High
Schools. He lists amongst his greatest achievements on the council: keeping Loxley School open,
securing traffic calming for many villages, protecting home to school transport and maintaining the
County’s interest in care homes when the Conservatives wanted to privatise them.

THE GOVERNMENT
RECORD

The excellent work being done by the NHS in
rolling out the COVID vaccine is tending to
overshadow all the problems there have
been in the pandemic - many of them caused
by the government.

§ initial complacency

§ inefficiency resulting in low stocks and
panic buying of PPE

§ over promising and bluster

§ VERY HIGH DEATH RATES compared
with many other countries

§ a cavalier attitude to care homes and no
plans for sustainable care funding in the
future

§ controversy over the transparency of
procurement deals

§ expensive initiatives that didn’t work

§ an obsession with centralised control,
ignoring local expertise

§ unnecessary economic carnage caused
by stop and start and no concrete help to
support all small businesses

George Cowcher was born locally and has
previous service as a County Councillor for 20
years. For much of that time he was Group
Leader on the council.
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George Cowcher writes:

I WILL STAND UP FOR RURAL PARISHES

Vote on Thursday 6th May - or before if
you arrange a postal vote. You will elect a
new Warwickshire County Council for our
area - Stour and the Vale.
 This is a local election for an authority
which provides vital services you use,
such as: roads and transport, education
support services, social services and
particularly care for the elderly and
children, fire stations, libraries, waste
disposal and a range of environmental services. Who you vote for

will directly affect how these services are provided, within limits set

by the Conservative Government in London.
 Warwickshire County Council is currently dominated by the

Conservatives who work hand in glove with the Government,

whether or not this is in the interests of local people.

 The Liberal Democrats have a fine record of fighting hard for

South Warwickshire. On your behalf I wish to re-engage in that

fight. We have to protect local services, get the economy going

again, address climate change, protect the environment, ensure

the hard work and sacrifices we have made in the pandemic are

not wasted.
 I hope to meet many of you in the coming weeks and convin

ce

you that entrusting me with your vote is constructive and sensible.

The only promise I can make is that I will fight for the services you

want at a price you can afford. I will keep in touch through regular

Focus leaflets. You can be assured of my honesty, integrity, my

interest in every village, my determination and hard work,

GEORGE COWCHER
IS A WINNER

His last result in the Wellesbourne Division, which
included much of  Stour and the Vale:
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ONLY THE LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
CANDIDATE CAN DEFEAT THE TORY HERE

LOCAL ISSUES
Over the past few months you have told me about the following key
issues which as Councillor I will need to address:

§ Highway repairs and traffic calming
§ Drainage problems
§ Protecting the countryside
§ The challenges facing the agricultural sector
§ The future of health services in our area, particularly Stratford

Hospital and Ellen Badger
§ Orbit Housing
§ Litter and fly tipping
§ Fear of crime
§ Vaccination of key workers
§ Support for local businesses and particularly those that are

community owned
§ Ensuring schools are safe and open
§ Individual problems - care packages for the elderly, special

needs provision in schools, overgrown hedges ...

If you have something which needs to be addressed tell George
when he calls or:

-  telephone 07812 584432
- email dgcowcher@gmail.com
- put it online www.facebook.com/Stour-and-the-Vale-Liberal-
Democrats-218625606233546/
- write to George at 8, Sunderland Place, Wellesbourne CV35 9LE

Residents have raised concerns over delays in the re-development of the
Ellen Badger Hospital in Shipston, used by many people from our area.
Originally it has been intended to redevelop the hospital and a GP surgery in
one £17 million project. Now delays have been announced to the hospital
re-build, with just the surgery going ahead in phase one.
 The South Warwickshire NHS Foundation Trust has said, ‘due to the
existing building’s age, general condition, infrastructure and compliance
related risks then the option to refurbish the existing current hospital facility
was discounted in favour of developing a modern purpose designed
healthcare facility’.
 But now the rebuild is to be delayed. George Cowcher commented, ‘The
Ellen Badger is an important local facility. South Warwickshire often appears
to be forgotten in terms of public resources. Developing local health and care
services will be the highest priority for me in representing you’.

THE FUTURE OF THE ELLEN
BADGER HOSPITAL

Protecting our
countryside

Much of our area is
magnificent countryside,
including a designated Area
of Outstanding Natural
Beauty.

It is under threat from
developers aided by the
Conservatives, who wish to
water down planning laws.
George, who is a Chartered
Town Planner, will fight to
keep our area GREEN!

Speeding in villages is a real problem. In
Alderminster local residents have had to
erect their own signs. Tackling this issue
will be a high priority for George.

Speeding vehicles

CAN YOU HELP?
If you would like to help George in his
campaign for our area please contact him
through any of the ways in the box above.


