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About David ...

Listening, Caring, Effective

Three good reasons to vote for David
Tell us what you think: www.stratfordlibdems.org.uk/survey

I have lived in this area since 1986. My children went
to local schools, and I use the services you use.
 I have been a member of both the county and
district councils for this area. I have been the chair
of both Wellesbourne and Newbold Pacey and
Ashorne Parish Councils. I was the Community
Safety Ambassador for the previous Police and
Crime Commissioner.
 I initiated and have helped produce the Walking
and Cycling Guides for Wellesbourne and
surrounding villages. I initiated and help organise
the Wellesbourne Beer Festival. I have been a
Trustee of Stratford Mencap, and currently am a
Trustee of and chair the Board of a local charity
tackling fuel cost and waste, Act On Energy.
 For several years I worked for the county council.
I was part of the team which introduced what is
now known as Extra Care housing, provided locally
at Ettington Lodge. I led the work with Stratford
Mencap to provide independent living for people
with a learning disability.

Fairer

Caring

Greener

Everyone in our community deserves to be treated fairly. During the pandemic we’ve seen
how our communities have come together, with people volunteering for a huge range of
tasks. From health provision to food poverty, we are committed to making sure that everyone
who needs help is offered help.

The county council should move more resources towards supporting those with problems,
whether it is mental health or care services. We must ensure more joined up working
between the NHS and the county council’s care services, to provide effective and affordable
solutions.

There is no Planet B. Liberal Democrat councillors have been at the forefront in promoting
the green agenda on the county and district councils. We will promote ‘Reduce, Reuse,
Recycle’, to cut waste and increase our recycling. We will work to restore and generate
biodiversity, expanding and safeguarding our green spaces.

David Johnston has been chosen by the
local Liberal Democrats to stand for election
to the County Council at the elections on
May 6th.
 David, who is a previous county councillor, said, ‘I
always felt privileged to represent this area at the
county council. I hope that my record shows that I
have been able to make a difference. However, Covid
has dealt an enormous blow to the area, both to
residents and businesses.
 It is time for our councils  both county and district 
to be more ambitious. Government money is
available, but I don’t consider that our councils have
done enough to make sure that we benefit fully from
what is on offer.

IT’S THE RESIDENTS WHO SHOULD COUNT
It’s important for councillors to recognise that they
are elected to represent the views of residents and
that means listening to what you say. Because of the
pandemic it’s been difficult over the past year to
make face to face contact. However, I’m always
available on the phone or email and I hope residents
will continue to contact me’.
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ACTION NEEDED FOR
OUR COMMUNITY

LET’S BE MORE AMBITIOUS
The pandemic has hit our area hard, with shops closing and visitors
missing. David is concerned that our councils are not being ambitious
enough in the plans to support our jobs and economy.
 The recent Future High Streets Fund awards gave Leamington £10 million,
Nuneaton £13 million, but Stratford nothing. When £1 billion was announced
for the Towns Fund in the budget 45 areas were awarded money, but
Stratford got nothing.
 When the Liberal Democrats at the district council proposed that the council
should have a dedicated officer preparing bids for government and other
funding, the Conservatives voted it down. Yet more and more government
funding comes through a bidding process.

WE DESERVE BETTER
‘I am determined that we get a fairer share of the recovery funding that
becomes available’, said David. ‘This means much better cooperation
between our councils. The Conservatives at the county council and the
Conservatives at the district council seem determined to argue between
themselves. I want to see everyone come together and work for the benefit of
us all. We need ambitious plans and then a determination to get the funding to
support them’.

OUR HEALTH AND CARE SERVICES
The way our care services have been treated is nothing less than a national
scandal. Despite government promises care homes were not protected in the
early days of the pandemic.
 The Liberal Democrats have made improvement and reform of care a top
priority. There is now a widespread belief that there needs to be much better
integration between care services and the National Health Service. The
discharge of patients from hospitals to care homes early in the pandemic
without all the proper checks shows what can go wrong when the two areas
are so separate.
 With the stress brought on by issues around the pandemic, mental health
services are becoming increasingly important. At the county council the
Liberal Democrat budget proposals to put aside £4 million to support local
mental health provision were voted down by the Conservatives.

DAVID JOHNSTON
WORKING FOR OUR COMMUNITY

How to contact us:
Phone: 01789 295970
Email: stratforduponavonlibdems@gmail.com
Website: www.stratfordlibdems.org.uk
Twitter:        @sualibdems
Facebook:         www.facebook.com/sualibdems
Mail: Liberal Democrats, 55 Ely Street, Stratford, CV37 6LN
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This is the current situation on
Stratford District Council.

At the county council
there are 9 Conservative
county councillors and 4
Liberal Democrats in the
Stratford district.
There are no Labour
councillors at either county
or district level in our
district.
CC figures for Cons above include 1 vacancy
previously held by Cons.

MAKE YOUR VOTE COUNT

 POSTAL VOTES
Because of the pandemic we expect that more and more people will be
wanting to vote by post at the election on May 6th. Application forms can be
downloaded from the Stratford District Council web site or please contact
David who will be happy to arrange for forms to be delivered to you.
(Closing date is 20th April)

Better infrastructure to meet local needs
Our area has seen a huge increase in housing but barely any investment in
infrastructure to support both new and existing residents. I want to help our
communities to ease the pressure on services and amenities by demanding
better long-term investment for our residents for years to come. We must say
‘No More’ without improvements to services and infrastructure.

Left: David
Johnston with
Richard Dickson,
Lib Dem
parliamentary
candidate, at the
airfield.
Whilst respecting
commercial
confidentiality,
David would like
to see far more
information being
made available to
residents on what
the council is
doing in regard to
the site.

Making our villages safer
Crime has increased nationally and rural
crime is no exception. David said, ‘I want
to see action so that this is tackled on the
front line to make our homes and
neighbourhoods safer. I argued for a local
base for our local police team serving
Wellesbourne and Snitterfield, so it is good
to see the Fire Station being used.

There are concerns over the impact of the
ending of the alliance with West Mercia
and Louis Adam, the Liberal Democrat
candidate for the Police and Crime
Commissioner election on May 6th shares
my concerns’.

Climate Change
Lib Dems have proposed motions at the county council on adapting to and
mitigating climate change. These were accepted and now require every
county council department to look at the impact on the climate of everything
they do. I currently chair the Board of a local charity tackling fuel cost and
waste, Act On Energy.

Supporting local business
Our communities deserve better. Obviously with Covid lockdown measures
almost all local business is struggling. I believe that the real pressure on local
shops and amenities will be seen again as we come out. We need a
community champion to ensure our local businesses are not forgotten.

Flood risk
The recent very
wet winter has
again raised
flooding worries.
Despite work by
the Environment
Agency on the
River Dene, risks
still exist from
overflows at
Newbold Brook.


